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PREFACE. 


In historical compositions, the chief characters and events of which 
have produced a powerful influence on men and things, the difficulties 
attending the task arc not so much occasioned by the complexities 
of the facts, as by the conflict of feelings amongst various classes 
of readers. Whenever a truth is discovered, nothing can be easier 
than to state it; but to state it in the way best adapted to gain 
due credence among the majority of all parties, yet without compro- 
mising its integrity, requires the most entire equanimity of thought 
and feeling. The attainment of tliis rare condition of mind can 
seldom be accomplished by any means so' efficient as a full per- 
ception of the fact that, in most cases, “ men’s judgments are a 
parcel of their fortunes;” for circumstances, rather than the will, 
determine opinion. 

These difficulties, however, are enhanced to the extreme, when, 
as in the history of Napoleon, the chief agents and sufferers are 
of recent date, and when the events were of a nature to call into 
play the strongest passions, interests, and opinions — political, social, 
commercial, philosophical, and religious; the consequences of which 
are still fresh in the memory of the world, and still felt strongly 
by extensive populations. It null be sufficient to instance the great 
alterations in the system of war ; the final extinction of faith in 
the old principle of “ divine right the establishment of great public 
works in the countries over which Napoleon’s power extended; the 
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enormous increase of our own taxation, originating m twent) }enra 
of war, the great amelioration m tlie jurisprudence of I'm net, — 
its *9 stem of national education, communal regulations, and etui and 
cnmiml laws, and the conflict and progression of public opinion 
throughout Europe 

Under such circumstances, to satisfy c\cral>od\, is, of course, 
impo -Ible lo attempt doing this would be short-sighted wtahnesx 
Uliose nulmduals, howtacr lnghfy -educated and vilUmtentioncd, who 
take up a work of lustor\, biugraph}, or science, with a desire to 
find nothing but harmonious replications of what the} knew or 
imagined before, and to dome fresh confirmation of old beliefs 
lho<c who arc anxious to roceiat onfy the information that 
amalgamate-* with, and enhances those opinions which the} think it 
most ’idumtageous and correct to adopt, all such nulmduals nc- 
ce*xsarify constitute tin mutant} of re idem to whom a work like 
the present is clnctH nddn.sv.-tl Constructed on mi) prt thumuned 
au\v», suited to particular parties and class* % of opinions, a work 
of button would Ik rendered angular, distorted, and temporar), — 
instead of circular, Mimnetncal, and permanent. The former method 
addresses iwlf t\prcsd\ io a clas>, the Utter, to the nnjonU of 
cK' es tn its dsa , anti, — m the present mstatut, with a deep and 
h< pe fnl ccmvic us u ss of the progress of the human intellect, and 
a ctmspomhngl> n\crc»ttal ►ubuiis.Mun to its final juel mint, —to 
a't tuturc chss « 
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ing the reader to judge for himself; hut never shrinking, on impor- 
tant occasions, from plainly displaying (not insisting upon) his own 
convictions, and placing things in the broadest light of equal-eyed 
justice. That this attempt has keen honestly made, I know ; that 
it has been, hitherto, admitted to he successfully made, by most of 
the first authorities in periodical literature, the present opportunity is 
taken for returning all due acknowledgments. 

The character and actions of Napoleon have never found in this 
country, as in. France — a circumstance by no means extraordinary— 
what is understood by a mere partisan. Nearly every one of his 
English historians and biographers have been direct and manfully 
avowed enemies and denouncers. The constant fear of being “ daz- 
zled by the false glory” (a salutary fear with reference to the glory 
of all deeds of war) of this particular hero, has led to an opposite 
extreme, and injured the sight as to various qualities, actions, and 
facts, which at least claimed always a just, as they often deserved 
a generous, estimation. The chief exception to the general feeling 
of unqualified hostility is to be found in ITazlitt, whose earnest, 
powerful, though somewhat rambling work, written in the full vein 
of admiration, contains, nevertheless, some of the heaviest animad- 
versions. These passages have, for the most part, been quoted, as 
an act of justice towards all parties. Emanating from such an ad- 
mirer, they must indeed have been* deserved; in other instances, 
however, I have almost always abstained from using strong language 
of any kind, my plan being rather to let events take their course, 
and narrate them as they occurred, without identifying myself, or any 
one else, in the scene, more than absolutely necessary or inevitable 
to our common conditions of humanity. 

It has not been attempted to give a history of France in the stormy 
time of the Revolution, or in the successive periods of the Directory, 
the Consulate, or the Empire. The object has been to furnish a 
clear, just, and succinct view of the integral nature and corresponding 
actions of Napoleon; avoiding, as much as possible, all speculations 
on motives, and leaving them to be developed bjq and deduced 
from, the entire course of such nature and actions. The violent 
feelings of the English public having now passed away, a period 
has already commenced for the exercise of a temperate judgment. 
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I have also endeavoured not to forestal time, troacli theories, or 
tUspense censure or praise ; the very feu exceptions that occur being 
unavoidable, either for the sake of clearness of narration, or from 
the extraordinary nature of the events themselves The histories of 
other men, who lived m the time of Napoleon, have been entered 
upon so far only as they boie a reference to his , and, in like 
manner, the events of the world’s changeful lustory have been given 
only so far as they stood in relation to him, influencing lus actions, 
or receiving from lnm their form and colour. Whether he fulfilled 
Ins destiny in a manner worthy of bemg designated as true to lum- 
self, or, having the power, he fell short of the good he saw, and 
acted contrary to lus best convictions, — this is the great problem 
winch lus historians and biographers are hound to furnish the best 
means of solving The deep-scarclung and far-spreading investiga- 
tions, into which an attempt to form an opinion concerning the con- 
sequences and results of lus actions, would lead us, could not be 
undertaken without a comprehensive study and voluminous exposition 
of the moral and political world and its vanous mutations they, con- 
sequently, form no part of tlic present design 


R, H. HORNE. 



CONTENTS 


Chapter I. 


Birth of Napoleon — His Family — Brienne — Anecdotes — His early Character 
-Snow-halls — Paris — Gets his Commission — His First Love — Authorship. 


Chapter II. 


9 


Corsica — Paoli — -His Revolt — Napoleon’s Politics — Poverty in Paris — The 
King and the Mob — Events in Corsica — Promotion — Toulon — Little Gibraltar. 


Chapter III. 


21 


Alps- — Napoleon’s Arrest — Robespierre — Boissy d’Anglas — Napoleon’s Po- 
verty — Victories of the French — The Sections — Josephine — Napoleon’s Promotion, 
and Marriage. 


Chapter IV. 


35 


Napoleon as Commander-in-Chief — State of the Army — Proclamations — 
Colonel Rampon — Napoleon’s First Victory — Causse — King of Sardinia. 

Chapter V 47 

Josephine — La Harpe — Works of Art — Bridge of Lodi — Napoleon’s entry 
into Milan — Insurrection of Pavia — Kellermann — The Directory. * v * * 


Chapter VI. 


55 


Mantua — V enice — Insurrections — Naples — Leghorn — Citadel of Milan - 
Wurmser — Battles of Salo, Lonato, Castiglione — Junot — Napoleon’s Danger- 
Flight of Wurmser — Third Blockade of Mantua. 



CONTENTS. 


Ml 

Chapter XXI. ...» ..... 2S7 

Expedition to St Domingo — History of the Island — Touasamt L'Ouverture — 
Conquest of the Negroes by the French — The Yellow Fever attacks the French 
Arm} — Suspicious Movements among the NegTOes — -Toussaint seized and sent to 
France — Revolt — Death of General Leclerc — Barbarities of Rochambeau — Deatli 
of Toussaint — The French Fleet and Amy of St Domingo surrender to England 

Chatter XXII. . .... . . 2D9 

Hostile Attitude of France and England — England retains Malta — Affairs of 
Italj, Germany, and Switzerland — Splendour of Pans, and increasing State 
assumed by the First Consul — The Wars of the Newspapers — Message to the 
English Parliament — Napoleon and Lord V hitworth — England begins Hostilities 
— Napoleon imprisons all the English Residents m France — Seizes Hanover — 
Occupies Naples — ’Fortifies Tuscany and Elba — Amy of England — Great Prepa- 
rations in England against Invasion 

Chapter XXIII. ... . . ... . . .313 

Conspiracy of Georges Cadoudal — Pichegru and Moreau implicated — Con- 
spirators arrested — The Duke d Enghien seized and executed — Death of Pichegru 
—Captain Wright — His Death — Trial of Georges and Moreau — Execution cf 
Georges — Moreau banished — Protests of Foreign Courts — Summary in relation 
to the Duke d Lnghien 

Chapter XXIV. . 333 

Napoleon created Emperor— 1 The Imperial Constitution— Protest of LoiusWf II 
— The Emperor visits the Camp at Boulogne — The New Title recognised by the 
European Powers, Ingland, Russia, and Sweden excepted — Arrival of Pope 
Ptus VII at Pans — The Coronation. 

Chapter XXV. 317 

Russia assumes a Hostile Attitude towards France — -Litter of Napoleon to 
George III — Completion of the Civil Codis— Napoleon crowned, at Milan, ns 
King of Italy— Third Coalition against France — French Army advances on 
Austria — Capttulu on of Ultn — Napoleon enters \ irnna— Battle of Austerhtz — 
Retreat of the Fmpcror Alexander — Napoleon grants nn Armistice to Austria. 




CHAPTER I. 

BIRTH OF NAPOLEON — HIS FAMILY — BRIENNE — ANECDOTES — HIS EARLY CHARACTER — 
SNOW-BALLS — PARIS — GETS HIS COMMISSION — HIS FIRST LOVE — AUTHORSHIP. 


)■ , Xapoleon Bonaparte was bom on 

■ ' the 15th of August, 1769, at Ajaccio, 

hi the Island of Corsica. There is rea- 

■ : £4$jg§£w'- son t° beheve that his ancestors, on the 

' x mother’s side, were Neapolitans ; and 

■ . A; that on his father’s, they were members 

of certain noble houses of San Miniato, 
’^ ^hINk V i n Tuscany. The majority of his his- 
■•'■•a ■ V- ; ; torians and biographers endeavour to 

. . ••••'•■‘’mHek'-'. shew that liis descent was illustrious, if 
■ i- n °t slightly tinged with royalty. The 

■ ' V name of Bonaparte stands high among 

the senators in the « Golden Book” of 
' _ v B ologna; but there is no proof that 

- Napoleon was hneally descended from 
that family. The fact is not important; for inasmuch as Time can easily 


' s. ... ’ ' 
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trace many men back to something of nobility, so the retrospection has 
only to be extended in order to prove the origin of all men very humble. 
Whatever qualities were displayed by Napoleon, lie did not derive his 
power from his family, but from his own nature, his own actions, and 
the circumstances of wliich he was the creature and the creator. 
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Charles Bonaparte, the father of Napoleon, was a man of good 
intellect and education; possessing much eloquence, a dignified address, 
and unaffected vivacity. He was an advocate in the Itojal Court of 
Assize. He manifested his patriotism and energy in the struggle of 
the Corsicans under Paoli, against the barter of their country, effected 
by the Genoese, with the French, through the diplomatic manoeuvre of 
the Duke de Choiseul. Various circumstances shew that Charles 
Bonaparte was held m respect hj lus countrymen, and possessed their 
confidence. To the scene of warfare in wliich he had taken so prominent 
a part, he was accompanied by his wife, Letitia Ramolini, a lad} of 
superior mind, much beauty and courage, and who often shared the 
fatigues and dangers he encountered. 

The French won the battle of Ponte Nuovo, which decided the fate 
of the Corsicans; and Letitia Ramolini, then enceinte , was compelled to 
take refuge among the mountains of Honda, whence she regained 
Ajaccio in safety. Here, being anxious to attend mass at the cele- 
bration of the Assumption, she went forth at an imprudent period; felt 
herself ov ertaken with sudden pains, returned home in haste, but was 
unable to reach her chamber in time. The mother and her offspring 
were found lying upon a carpet in an adjacent room, Letitia Ramolini 
liaring there given birth to a son. The child was called Napoleon. 

It is not unreasonable to suppose, ” that the harassed life and high- 
wrought feelings of his mother, previous!) to his birth, might lime had 
an influence on the temper and future fortunes of the son." He was 
called Napoleon after one of the Italian Bonaparte family. A Saint 
Napoleonc once existed in the Romish calendar, but had fallen out by 
some accident or neglect. In after times, the Pope restored the Saint 
to his former rank, in compliment to his more fortunate namesake. 

Many prognostics arc reported to hive been made concerning 
Napoleon, some of wlucb, ns is usual, would certainly never have come 
to light, bad be not accomplished the assumed predictions; while others 
were evidently founded on close observation of his earl} character, or on 
certain precocious indications not cadlj mistaken. Among the former, 
we m\v class the predictions Mid to have been founded on the peculiar 
circumstances attending his birth. M. de Las Casas, for instance, h wing 
discos ered that the carpet on which the future conqueror first saw the 
light sens emt rid with antique figures, illustrative of certain fahlis or 
allegories, suggests that they were, perhaps, some of the herrx s of lloinir* 
Iliad. Subsequent biographer*, overlooking the ** pi rhaps/' have adopted 
this fancy. The tntdicnl attendant of Letitia Ramolini would, doubtless* 
base accounted for the unadnrmd fact !»v n far more rimpV proses of 
reason. Among the admissible class of these pre-ridmi*, we tnu*t ^irti* 
cuhrlv untie* the opinion delis rr< d h\ his great uncle, the Archtlracon 
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Lueien, when on ltis death-bed. The archdeacon, who had been the 
preceptor and adviser of his relations, was always accustomed to consider 
Napoleon (the second son of Charles Bonaparte) as the head of the family; 
and so convinced was the dying man of the true grounds of his impression, 
that, he exhorted the elder brother, Joseph, never to forget that. fact. 

Alluding to his childhood, Napoleon said, “ J was an obstinate and 
inquisitive child. I was extremely headstrong ; nothing overawed me, 
nothing disconcerted me. I made, myself formidable to the whole family. 
My brother Joseph, was the one with whom 1 was oftenest embroiled; 
he was bitten, beaten, abused: 1 went to complain before he had time to 
recover from his confusion.” To these characteristic traits, we must add 
that he displayed a vivid intelligence ; rapid comprehension ; a keen, 
and often, a sjdenetic sensibility; wilfulness under restraint; unbounded 
energy; and a violent temper. Whether the aggressor or the aggrieved, 
he generally gained his point. Nobody had any command over him 
except his mother, who found means, by a mixture of tenderness, severity, 
and strict justice, to make him love, respect, and obey her. From her 
he learnt the virtue of obedience. 

In 1779, Napoleon obtained his admission to the Military School at 
Brienne, where he soon attracted notice bv his reserved manners, and 
the assiduity with which he prosecuted his studies. He devoted himself 
principally to history, mathematics, and geography. 
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He spoke only* the Corsican dialect on first entering the college, but 
speedily made great progress in the French language. He hated Latin. 
Bourrienne says of him, " During play-hours he used, to withdraw to the 
library, where he read ■with deep interest works of history, particularly 
Polybius and Plutarch. I often w ent off to play with my comrades, and 
left him by himself in the library.” 

His poverty has been said to have subjected him to mortifications 
among his comrades ; they also ridiculed him on account of his country, 
and twitted him with the obsolete Saint, whose name he bore. They 
sometimes made insulting allusions to his mother, and this exasperated 
him beyond all bounds. 

Amidst the contradictory accounts given by biographers of the early 
character and conduct of Napoleon, a middle course will, probably, 
bring us nearest to the truth. He appears, at this time, to have been 
a studious, reflecting, solitary boy, whose premature development of 
mind, without a corresponding clearness of purposes, and objects to be 
attained, gave him a contempt for the companionship of his fellows, 
without inducing satisfaction in himself. Hence he was grave, moody, 
brusque ; and sometimes morose, from disgust with his masters, his mates, 
himself, Ids position, and perhaps with everything else. He felt a power 
within him, but could not see his way. In spite of his dev otion to the 
exact sciences, the hot imagination of youth got the better of the labours 
of the understanding, and there was probably a struggle going on within 
himself, which — considered apart from the good or evil of its future results 
— might ask some allowance, perhaps some sympathy. 

The saturnine hoy was evidently not suffered to Temain unmolested 
in his solitary moods, as sundry bickerings attest; hut in general he 
withdrew himself from all companionship in silent scorn. If he re- 
venged himself, he did it openly, and not by any indirect means. lie 
had occasionally to superintend certain tasks or duties. However he 
disliked his comrades, he never reported their misdemeanours; con- 
temptuously preferring to go to prison himself. lie and Bourrienne 
were once placed as superintendents of some duty, which being neg- 
lected, Napoleon persuaded the latter to accompany him to prison, TntheT 
than report the offenders. They remained ten days in confinement. 

The fust impression he received at Briennc was of an irritating 
nature, though originating in circumstances not commonly felt by boys 
of ten years of age. He ohserud a portrait of the Duke tie Choi wul 
hanging in the hall, "The right of this odious character, who had Mild 
my country " he afterwards send, ** extorted from me an expression of 
bitterness." For this he hid to endure much persecution. “ l Ut male- 
volence take its cour«c," proceeds d he, “and only npplUd more clowly 
than ever tn study. I jh revived by this what human nature was." 
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At the same time that Bourrienne was Napoleon’s fellow-student, 
Pic|iegru was liis tutor. It is certain, however, that he made few 
friends among his masters or his school-mates : it is equally certain that 
some of the former entertained a high opinion of his intellect, and that 
he possessed great influence with the latter, notwithstanding their 
mutual animosities. On one occasion, the cadets had been ordered to 
co nfi ne themselves strictly within their own precincts, at the time of the 
annual fair held near Brieime ; but, under the direction of Napoleon, 
they laid a plot to secure their usual day’s diversion. They undermined 
the wall of their exercising ground, with so much skill and secresy, that, 
on the morning of the fair, a part of it accidentally fell, and through the 
breach they instantly sallied to the prohibited amusement.* 

Many stories have been invented in order to shew the atrocities of 
Napoleon’s early youth. One of these, which was generally believed in 
England, asserted that he fortified his garden against liis comrades ; and, 
watching an opportunity, fired a train of gunpowder, whereby many of 
them were seriously injured. 



Bourrienne says, “ The fabrication probably originated in the juvenile 
affair of the snow-forts and snow-balls. In the winter of 1783-84, there 
were immense falls of snow. Napoleon, being prevented from taking his 
solitary walks, proposed to his comrades that they should sweep and 
shovel up the snow in the great court-yard, and make horn-works, raise 
parapets, dig trenches, &c. ‘ This being done,’ said he, ‘ we may divide 

oui selves into platoons, form a siege, and I mil undertake to direct the 


* Sir Walter Scott, vol. iii. chap. 1. 
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attacW The proposal which was reccixcd with cntlm<min was mtmo- 
diatcla put into execution 11ns little sham \nt was earned on for the 
spice of a fortnight ’ 

Napoleon, being one da> on a visit it the bouse of Madame do 
Bnenne, heird i lad\ blaming Tntttmc for burning the IMatmatt , when 
lie immednteh replied ** And whit of tint midam, if it answered 
the end ho hid m mow f Boumennc demos the nuthmticitx of this 
anecdote, but the reason he adduces ipim>t it rather tends to prove the 
fact. Napoleon was quite lihel> to lnu said such i thins; 

Whateaer rm eh t Ivne been the ivsidnite of Napoleon m his private 
studies and nfUctious, he made no sen nnracllons progres* m the usual 
routine Somt of Ins French biographers with Scott and Haslitt mV 
sequenth, a\cr that the School was proud of him It docs not apy* ar 
that there were au> scholastic reasons for this though the School no 
doubt became proud of the rcrolh etion lit , howxvrr, at turn'll Miflicient 
height in mathematics to pis* his examination for admission to the 
Mihtars School of Pins 

On arming then, hi found the vrholi t stahlidiment on so hnlliant 
mid expinsn e a footing, tint hi nnmediatcU addn.sj»ed a memorial on 
the subject to the \ ice-Prmcipnl of ltrunnc He shewed that the plan 
of education was roall\ pmncious and far from bmng calculated to fulfil 
the object which c\cn wise go\ eminent must have in new The result 
of the s>vttm, he said, was to uispiw the pupils "hi ware ill the sons 
of poor gentium n, with a loic of ostentation or Tather with suitumnts 
of \amt\ and selfsMiflicicnca , so that instead of returning happa to the 
bosom of their families, thee were hVelv to l e ashamed of tliur nlations 
nnd to despist. thur hum hie homes, Imtiid of the tinmen m« at tin lints 
h\ whom thea were surrounded, their dinners ot two courses and their 
horses and grooms la. suggested that thi\ should perform little neccssirv 
services for thcnis* h i s, such as brushing their clothis and chniung tl ur 
boots and sIich s, tint thea shoul 1 eat the coarse 1 read made fir sol hen, 
Ac Temperance mid «ctmt>, he ad ted ax-cull ttnlcr llu.m robust 
i mhlc them to hear the setentx of ditfrnnt m on< anl cluuatis to 
1 raae tlu tali goe< < f war and to in pm the rxspoct and obi *i at of 
tin soldiers umUr their conunard Thus reasinnl Napolix i at the age 
i f sixtei n, and tin i shew c 1 tl at hr l eaer di anted from t' is> pmcq les. 
Of thn the a stjihhs* men* i f the Mihtarv V ' oil at 1 % uamtl h au n a 
alrcided prrs f * 

M del 1 kUiIIc 1 n tnvtnxti r m In ora, i* vul til axe i i V tl 
f M mu g no e m lus n js ns of tl e «*.h *vn — \ap> i C -Mean in 
r' irsitrr, as util as 1 » ! irtb, hr nil! , » if cim f i Ui i > ^. i* \ m m 
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He was as mucli distinguished for grave and studious habits at Paris 
as at Brienne ; hut he shewed a disposition to detect and expose abuses 
in the establishment, and this might perhaps have shortened the period 
of his residence at the college. He remained not quite a year. He had 
now begun to mingle a little in society, and attended the literary con- 
versaziones of the Abbe Raynal, under whom he read a course on legis- 
lation and political science. 

In August, 1785, he was examined by the celebrated mathematician 
La Place, and obtained the brevet of a second lieutenant of artillery in 
the regiment of La Fere ; being then little more than sixteen years of 
age. In the beginning of this year, his father died. 

The regiment of La Fere was stationed at Valence, in Dauphiny, 
where Napoleon was in garrison. He was well received at the house of 
a lady of the neighbourhood, named Madame de Colombier. He con- 
ceived an affection for her daughter; and the young lady appears to have 
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found pleasure in his society, anti to have favoured him with sundry 
promenades in the gardens; “where the happiness of two lovers,” as 
Napoleon used to relate, “was limited to their eating cherries together*” 

Sumo disturbances at Lyons caused his remov al to that city, with lus 
regiment. "While here, lie narrowly escaped being drowned in the Saonc. 
The cramp seized him while swimming, and after repeated ineffectual 
struggles, he sunk ; hut the cunent drifted him against a sand-hank, on 
which he was found in a state of insensibility by his companions. 

II is regiment afterwards passed to Douay, in Flanders, and to Aux- 
onne, in Burgundy. "While in garrison at this place, he composed a 
brief history of Corsica, and actually treated with M. Joly, a bookseller 
at Dole, for its publication. This bookseller went over to Auxonne to 
transact the business, and found Napoleon lodging in a chamber with 
bare walls, the only furniture in which was an indifferent bed without 
curtains, two chairs, and a table standing in the recces of a window, 
covered with books and papers; bis brother, Louis, slept on a coarse 
mattrass in an adjoining room. They agreed about the expense of the 
impression ; but Napoleon was expecting every moment an order to 
leave Auxonne, and nothing was finally settled. The order armed a 
few days, after, and the work was nc\er printed. This was not his first 
literary effort. 'While at Lyon**, he had gained a gold medal, from the 
college, on the theme: “ What are the sentiments most proper to be 
cultivated, in order to render men happy?” Both compositions nre lost, 
hut are known to have abounded in sentiments of liberty, in accordance 
with the spirit of the day. The It evolution had now broken out, and 
men's minds were everywhere in n state of ferment. Napoleon has left a 
vivid record of his impressions, os to the fearfully excited feelings of 
parties at this period. He had himself adopted the extreme of Repub- 
lican opinions. 
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CHAPTER II. 


CORSICA — PAOLI — Ills REVOLT — NATOLEON’S POLITICS — POVERTY IN PARIS — THE KING 
AND THE MOB — EVENTS IN CORSICA — PROMOTION — TOULON LITTLE GIBRALTAR. 


Within a year after the commence- 
ment of the Revolution, the 
venerable Pascal Paoli returned 
to his native island. He had 
devoted himself from his youth 
to the liberties of Corsica, and 
had lived in England since the 
period of their total overthrow, 
in the struggle of 1769, when 
the whole country was annexed 
as a province to France. Upon 
the passing of the decree, pro- 
posed by Mirabeau in the Na- 
tional Assembly, recalling the 
exiled Corsican patriots, Paoli 
returned from Iris long banishment of twenty years, which had been 
shared by four or five hundred of his countrymen. He was hailed with 
shouts of enthusiasm on his arrival in Corsica, where he was appointed 
lieutenant-general in the French service. 

In 1792, Napoleon obtained leave of absence from his regiment, and 
passed six months in- Corsica. He immediately sought Paoli, who 
received him as the son of his old friend, and tried, by every means in 

c 
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his power to induce lum to n imm at n di tnnee from the scenes of 
turlnde net which then tlm.au ned lnnct 

The lUvolntion had now turned n fit tee and de junto character 
In its \us:innin,r, \t h ul nnmnmul alofti a poet pnllmp down arhuran 
power, oholishm.: notorious nWes with little bloodshed (and tint little 
unauthort ed\ \nd building up a lih ral and toUnldi pure system of 
Ctiwnmunt, ntuUr tin form of a constitutions! monarch! But the 
cixihtion of Ionian powers «»sin t the innovation of tins new state of 
things, had unde France one vast camp and the French people wire 
Toil etl to a state of frenn Beset on nil sides, the\ prepared for the 
route t The frontiers were ordered to he jmt m a statt of dtfince, 
a hundred thousand national troops, were, levied, and the momentous 
struggle began 

P loll was anion" the mnnher of those fnends of ldu rt\ who were 
shocked at the excels \nto which trance was earned h\ the comul we 
tftort to maintain lur iuw principles, lit again conet tved the idea of 
na^rting tlu independence of Corsica and unreal JCapolcon to join him 
m the uiterpti e Paoli was it this time iuarl\ eights Yeats of nge 
lh hid a hi ’h opinion of Napoleon, and used to sai, as he patted him 
on the shoulder, “This voting man is cut from the antique lie is one 
of rintareh s men Hut Napoleon was not to he won On the con 
Iran, he trice! to pctsuadi Paoh thit the I land ought not to he see t real 
from its natural connexion on account of the temjwnn inconvenience. 
it had to suite r from the present ala mini" state of 1'rmcc, which he 
athnued would tut he lasting Najaoleon had in fact, taken Ins part 
dtxasiveh 4 * He saw that Corsica was no longer the scene on which 
tl e love of freedom mid of unlit are prowess could take its stand Ihe 
gTeat drama which Paoh had rehearsed in his e ounce r days, m nn 
el scure conier, had now peat a * Vmcxlom for a Mace, and nations to 
luh dd the swelling act * " 

Nap Icons iirst nuhtarv cnterjirru seas on the part of the 1 rench 
pemrmnent, when he saileel acaiust Sardinia and was re pul N.d It scum 
that On expe'ditum failed throuch the had managinicnt of Ins snju'nors 
he- 1 e waver, 1 to i„ht ht< nun hack tn safeta He w also said to haic 
taken a small fertress called lira di Caj Hello lut was so h tl\ Is'' 
s 'peal that aft r a gallant def nee am! hoMit g o it till the pam o i was 
ce up llcvl to cat 1 O's^fcsh he was tbhgcd to evacuate tl c f rtres* and 
rctrv at toward* tl c sea. 

NN h \ in Corsica he was called to Pans to amaursorro chargt made 
so i'* l mil an cl 1 enema * f l a fai ula IT *uxusati n ft 11 to tl t 
j.'a.unl He Rsxoca'vd frcqucntlx wt h 11 umrtme at tin time, wh > 
i nnln Nfnnl cun is at 1 anu-s at cd tes of him, >ucS a* Its 
d r suits in t rh ^ daiH fun 5 ' t » pax f r 1 1 « d nner, his jitm-* ! is 
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-watch ; and his proposals to Bonrricimc that they should lake several 
houses, then building, in the Rue Montholon, merely for the purpose of 
sub-letting them. “ Every day,” says Bourrienne, “ we conceived some 
new project or other; everything failed. At the same time, he was 
soliciting employment at the War Ollicc.” 

It was during this visit to Paris that Napoleon followed an infuriate 
crowd, in order to watch their proceedings. He saw- the mass surround 
the Tuileries, — bring the King forth, and place a red cap upon bis head. 
Upon which, Napoleon exclaimed, “ How could they suffer this gross 
mob to enter 1 They should sweep down four or five hundred until the 
cannon, and then the rest would run away!” We cannot regard this 
by any means as a burst of loyalty : it was indignation and disgust at the 
triumph of anarchy, and exasperation at the King's imbecility. But the 
scene was not lost upon his clear-visioned mind; and he shortly afterwards 
wrote to his uncle Paravicini, — “ Do not make yourself at all uneasy 
about your nephews ; they ’ll help themselves to scats.” 

The massacre of the Swiss guards, in the courts of the Tuileries, on 
the lOtli of August, was also witnessed by Napoleon. The royal family, 
finding the National Guard had suddenly sided until the revolutionists, 
took refuge in the National Assembly, to escape the fate that awaited 
them from the half-frantic people. This scene might partially be attri- 
buted to the Assembly, to whose principles Napoleon was attached ; bu f 
the sight of the court-yards and gardens strewed until the dead bodies, 
shocked him to a degree that could hardly have been expected from one 
of his stern nature, always accustomed to regard the end, and never to 
shrink from the means he thought necessary to its accomplishment. 
Hazlitt has a fine passage on this circmn stance : — “ Bonaparte was 
struck until the number of these dead bodies, neither from the smallness 
of the space, nor from the novelty of the sight, but his imagination was 
overloaded and oppressed from there being no other interest to carry off 
and absorb the natural horror of the scene. The dead bodies were many, 
because they were there without his Icnoioledge or connivance : had they 
served to swell his triumphs, or to furnish new proofs of Ms power and 
skill, they would have seemed too few.” Admitting the profound truth 
of this elucidation, it must, nevertheless, be questioned whether the last 
remark applied to Napoleon at this period, and was not rather anticipa- 
tory of an advanced stage of his character and fortunes. He stood at 
this time a thoughtful spectator only of the terrible events that rolled 
and burst around him, waiting till they had expended all their fury, and 
then walking over the fragments arid ashes of their accomplished course, 
to the attainment of Iris own ambitious projects. 

Paoli now openly revolted against the Trench government. He was 
assisted by the English, and affairs daily grew worse for the French party. 
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Meantime, Napoleon had returned to Corsica. He lmd a conference 
with Pa oli in tho Cement of Rostino. The arguments of the veteran 
mndo no sort of impression upon liiin, ’and to avoid the coming stonn, 
ho left tho Island precipitately, talcing with him his whole family. Their 
property was instantly confiscated by the enraged old mans and their 
honsc at Ajaccio, after being pillaged, was used ns a barrack by the 
English troops. The Bonaparte family took refuge at Marseilles. 



Banished their country, and stripped of their property, the family of 
Napoleon had to contend with considerable difficulties; but the Con- 
tention granted a certain aid to all the patriots who had suffered in its 
cause. Napoleon soon began to rise in the army, where his genius only 
wanted an opportunity to display itself. Most of his biographers have 
left this important part of his career in considerable obscurity. He 
appears, according to them, to rise from a captain to a lieutenant- 
colonel, and then to commandant of artillery, without any assignable 
cause. Sir "Walter Scott gets over the difficulty liy stating that the 
high testimonials given by Ins master*, at Briennc, obtained his promo- 
tion ; but the fact is explained at once in the Memoirs of his brother 
Imcien. " The southern part of France,” lie says “ and particularly 
Marseilles which had endeavoured to resist the revolutionary torrent, 
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had just been subdued by the pro-consuls of the Convention, among 
whom was Salicetti, a native of Corsica, who took a strong interest in 
the welfare of the Bonaparte family. He mentioned Napoleon to 
Barras ; became a pledge for his ardent zeal in the cause of the Repub- 
lic, and obtained his promotion in the artillery. This was the origin of 
the fortune of Napoleon, and of his family.” His rapid ascent of the 
grades of authority gives additional proof of his competency in filling 
them ; for, in those days, if a man could not suitably fill his post, he 
quickly lost it, and occasionally his head at the same time. 

Napoleon had not yet joined his regiment, at Avignon, when he was 
summoned to the army of Italy, by General Dujear, who commanded 
the artillery. He -was employed with success in several delicate com- 
missions, particularly in preventing the interception of convoys of ammu- 
nition by the insurgents of Marseilles. It was about this period that 
he published a short pamphlet, under the title of ct The Supper of 
Beaucaire.” Its subject, which was suggested by a conversation at an 
inn during one of his journeys, was the state of parties in the south, 
and aimed at shewing the perversity of the disaffected. At this time 
also, or soon after, he contemplated a marriage with Mademoiselle Desiree 
Clary, the daughter of a merchant at Marseilles : but his poverty occa- 
sioned delay, and the marriage never took place. 

Marseilles was shortly afterwards conquered by General Cartaux, 
but Toulon received the disaffected of that city within her walls, and, in 
concert with them, gave up the place to the English and Spanish squad- 
rons, which blockaded the harbour. The French government lost no 
time in commencing vigorous efforts to retake this important place, 
which contained immense naval stores, several fine establishments, and 
was besides, at this tune, a station for above twenty ships of the line. 
Generals La Poype and Cartaux, with an army of nearly twelve thou- 
sand men, accompanied by Freron and Barras, as Representatives of the 
People, advanced upon it from different quarters to form the siege ; and 
Napoleon was appointed, by the Committee of Public Safety, to the 
rank of commandant of the artillery. He joined the besieging army on 
the 12th of September, 1793. 

The commander-in-chief was Cartaux. He had been a painter, but 
was unfit for a general ; and Napoleon urged objections to his im practical 
measures and erroneous operations. The wife of Cartaux once said, 

“ Do let this young man have his way ; he really knows more about it 
than 3 t ou : you wall get the credit.” Napoleon found a better association 
and assistance, for his military designs, in the persons of Gasparin and 
Duroc, with whom he first became intimate at this siege. Here, also, 
he first discovered the gallant Junot. During the construction of a 
battery, he suddenty called for some one who could mite : a serjeant 
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stepped forward: while Napoleon wm» dictating, a shell struck the em- 
bankment, so cWe as to cover them both with duck “ 'Well,” said the 
SvTjcaut, proceeding with his writing, ** w e shall not want for sand.” The 
serjjc uit was Junot, and the commandant of artillery dul not lose sight 
of his merits. 





Napoleon, on arriving at Toulon, found the army occupied in pre- 
parations to bum tlie allied squadron", and (l take Toulon in three days," 
according to orders from Parts. Genenl Cartaux issued Ins directions 
to the commandant of the artillery, to open the fire accordingly ; hut 
great was SapoloonV suijwi«e, when, on \wting tlie batteries, he found 
the gun" planted a quarter of a league from the important passes of 
Ollioulc" ; at three gun-shots front the English vessels, and two from the 
shore ; while the soldiers were occupied in heating llic balls at all the 
country houvt s arotnul, forgetting they would cool on their way to the 
guns. lie did not hesitate to expose tliesc absurdities. and the rapid 
grasp of mind he displayed was not lost upon Gasparin, one of tlie com- 
missioners of the Convention, who was present. 

Tlie plan of attack wns now the important point. From the moment 
he had arrived at Toulon, and examined the ground, Napoleon lnd 
made up his mmd on this subject; and. while councils of W"r debated 
whether to ojxn the fire on tlie right or the left of the town, and studied 
the directions for commencing a regular siege, which had been drawn up 
in Paris by G t,ncml E'Ar^on of tl c Engineers lie wowt-uned his 
original opinion. Toulon, he affirmed, was not tl e point of attack at all. 
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The promontory of Balngnier and L'Eguillelto, which commanded both 
harbours, was the point. “Toulon,” he repeated, “ lies ihere." That, 
gained, a fire might he kept up on the combined squadron, which would 
force it to abandon the town, and thus the garrison would be reduced to 
a state of blockade. In two days after that position was gained, Toulon 
would belong to the Republic. After a warm discussion, this plan was 
at length unanimously adopted. Had it been put in practice when he 
first suggested it, there would have been little difficulty in its accom- 
plishment ; but the English, meantime, had perceived the importance of 
the place, had landed four thousand men there, and thrown up strong 
entrenchments, calling it “ The Little Gibraltar.” A serious attack was 
necessary to take it, and for this the army prepared. 

Cartaux continually throwing impediments in his way, Napoleon 
entreated of him to write down his own views and plan, that the artillery 
might clearly understand his orders. The general complied. Napoleon 
made marginal comments, and instantly sent the papers off to Paris by a 
courier. The answer was an order for the removal of Cartaux from the 


command. ITis place was supplied by Poppet, who had formerly been a 
physician, and was no better adapted for the post than his predecessor. 
This Doppet, who was so thoroughly unqualified to devise any efficient 
plan for conducting the siege, was equally unable to avail himself of the 
most fortunate accident. It happened that a quarrel ensued between 
some of Napoleon’s artillery-men, or others who were in his trenches, 
and a party of the Spanish soldiers in Little Gibraltar. The nature 
of the insult is not recorded ; but it must have been very gross and 
pointed, as the French were so exasperated that they rushed sponta- 
neously to the attack. Other Spaniards joined their comrades; other 
Frenchmen theirs; and this contest, originating in a private quarrel, 
became furious. Napoleon, hurrying forth, perceived that an advantage 
bad been gained, and urged Doppet to follow it up, assuring him that a 
general attack would now be less dangerous than a retreat. Doppet 
consented : tlie columns rushed forward ; the promontory of Cairo was 
ab-eady reached by "the chasseurs, and the grenadiers were making their 
way through the gorge of the fort, when one of the aidcs-dc-camp of 
Doppet receiving a shot by liis side, the general thought be himself was 
bit, or else in danger of it, and ordered a retreat to be sounded. Napo- 
leon was slightly wounded on the bead. Doppet was shortly deposed, 
and succeeded by Dugommier, a veteran soldier. 

The business of the siege commenced in earnest. Batteries were 
raised against Little Gibraltar, and another battery of guns and mortars 
against Fort Malbosquet, nearer tlie town. This latter bad been con- 
structed with great secrecy, and Napoleon bad laboured incessantly to 
have it completed in the most efficient manner, never leaving timeworks 
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even at night, hut sleeping in his cloak beside the guns Tins battery 
was to be kept perfect!) quiet and unseen until the great attack was 
made upon Little Gibraltar, when its sudden opening would distract the 
attention of the enemy But the Representatives of the People went to 
inspect it, and, learning that it had been finished eight whole days with- 
out being once used, ridiculously ordered the cannomers to open a fire that 
instant The) obe) ed w ith alacnt), to the exasperation of Napoleon, 
and the extreme surprise of the English, who sallied out and spiked the 
guns before the commandant of artillery could reach the spot 

A sharp conflict ensued, in wluch the English were at first successful, 
but eventually defeated, and obliged to retire into the town by the fol- 
lowing manceuvre — Napoleon, perceiving a long and rather deep ditch 
at the back of the mount, overhung with bushes and willow trees, 
ordered one of the infantry regiments to creep hastily along the bottom 
of the ditch, and not to discover themselves until close under the enemy 
They accomplished this successfully, and were ascending the bank, when 
a single figure appeared on the top He was instantly made prisoner, 
and proved to he the English commander, General 0 Hara The 
English were disheartened by tlus strange and sudden loss, and retreated 
Some desperate fighting had nevertheless occurred, during wluch Napo- 
leon received a thrust from a bayonet m his thigh, and was caught in the 
arms of the gallant Captain Muiron, who carried him out of the fra) . 

So skilfully was General O Hara seized and earned off, that the people 
of Toulon suspected it must have been caused by some tTeacher) on the 
part of Admiral Hood, in order to make terms with the Republican 
arm) They, therefore, placed their reliance upon the Neapolitans and 
Spaniards Meantime, their gamson had frequent reinforcements, and 
shewed every likelihood of holding out The public became impatient, 
and could not understand the delay The army was cursed and lain 
pooned for inefficiency Popular societies rang with denunciations 
Napoleon now considered it absolutel) necessary to take Little 
Gibraltar Under cover of a plantation olivps, he raised a battery, 
parallel wnth the English battery, and at the distance of not much more 
than one hundred fathoms The moment the works were unmarked, 
the English sent a volley tint destroyed all before it The French 
soldiers refused to man the battery again Certain destruction seemed 
to await the attempt At this critical point, Napoleon called for Junot, 
and commanded him to write on a placard m large letters, “ Battene 
des Hommes sans Peur 1 ’ and erect it above the dreadful spot All the 
artiller) men rallied as if inspired It w as temfic on both sides, an< 
lasted from the 1 1th of December till the night of the 3 7th, but t ic 
English fort still remained unsubdued Something more was requisite, 
and Napoleon exhorted Dugommier not to lose a moment 
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A plan of attack was accordingly arranged, and the tremendous secne 
of the' “ Batterie des Homines sans Peur” was immediately followed by 
a general assault of the whole French army upon Little Gibraltar. The 
time chosen was the 18tli of December, at midnight. Napoleon ordered 
several thousand shells to be thrown into the Fort, in order to confuse 
and pre-occupy the attention of the enemy. The weather was dreadful ; 
the rain falling in torrents. At the moment when all was ready, the 
Representatives of the People, appalled by the scene, by the sense of 
coming horrors, and despairing of success, called a council to deliberate 
whether the attack should take place. Napoleon and Dugommier ridi- 
culed these fears; they had deliberated, and were prepared to act. The 
army was immediately put in motion, the leading column headed by 
Dugommier. 

All the promptitude and secrecy of their approach could not, however, 
defeat the vigilance of the English skirmishers, who had drawn them- 
selves up in the front of the Fort, and opposed the French with the most 
determined energy. Dugommier was obliged to give ground instead of 
advancing, and as he was beaten back he exclaimed, “ I am a lost man!” 
The expression was not meant in a figurative sense : his failure in the 
enterprise might have led to the scaffold. 
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practical nature also transpired, which was excessively ludicrous, though 
no doubt well intended. Fifteen handsome coaches arrived one day at the 
camp, filled with young men from Paris. They demanded an audience 
of the commander-in-chief, and the orator of the party thus addressed 
him, with all the style of an ambassador : — “ Citizen general ! we come 
from Paris: the patriots are indignant at your inactivity and delay. The 
soil of the Republic has long been violated ; slie is enraged to think that 
the insult still remains unavenged : slie asks, * "Why is Toulon not yet 
retaken? "Why is the English fleet not yet destroyed?’ In her indig- 
nation she has appealed to her brave sons ; we have obeyed her summons, 
and burn with impatience to/ulfil her expectation. We are volunteer 
gunners, from Paris: furnish us with arms, to-morrow we will march 
upon the enemy.” The commander-in-chief stood confounded; hut 
Napoleon whispered him to receive them with courtesy, and he would 
manage them very shortly. Next day he politely directed them to man 
a park of artillery on the beach. They expressed surprise at finding no 
shelter of batteries or epaulments, but there was no alternative. Mean- 
time, an English frigate seeing a great bustle among the guns ashore, 
saluted them with an interrogative broadside ; whereupon some fled at 
once, and the rest mingled with the regular troops. The whole camp 
was convulsed with laughter. 

The reputation of Napoleon was established from the day of the sur- 
render of Toulon. He was made brigadier-general of artillery, at the 
recommendation of Dugommier (some say, of Parras), who expressed 
his opinion and advice in these words : — “ Promote this young officer, 
or he will promote himself,” With his new rank, Napoleon w r as 
now appointed to the army of Italy, being ordered to inspect the fortifi- 
cation of the coast previous to liis departure. This service he carefully 
performed. 




CHAPTER III. 


ALrs NArOLEON's ARREST ROBESPIERRE ROISSY d’ANGLAS NArOI.EON’S POVERTY 

VICTORIES OF TIIE TRENCH THE SECTIONS JOSEPHINE NAFOLEON’s PROMOTION, 

AND MARRIAGE. 


1 The aimy of Italy formed that por- 
tion of the French force which 
was commissioned to defend the 
southern frontier, and repel the 
King of Sardinia and the Em- 
peror of Austria, both members 
of the coalition against France 
and her new principles. The 
emperor possessed all Lom- 
bardy ; while the King of Sar- 
dinia, as sovereign of Savoy 
and Piedmont, held nearly all the fortresses which guard the passes 
of the mighty chain of mountains that forms the natural boundary of 
Italy. He was, therefore, said to wear the keys of the Alps at his 
girdle. The Republic had now assumed the offensive, and its army, 
under the command of General Dumerbion, was preparing to push 
forward. Napoleon joined him at Nice; and very shortly originated 
some plans of proceeding in the campaign, which, being proposed to the 
Convention, were adopted, and the French, in consequence, succeeded in 
dislodging the Sardinians from the Col di Tende ; thus becoming masters 
of the range of the higher Alps. The commander-in-chief wrote to the 
Committee of "War : — “ I am * indebted to the comprehensive talents 
of General Bonaparte, for the plans which have ensured our victory.” 




oo 


THL HISTORY OF 


While tlic-s. t\ents transpired m Italy, the English, being dmen 
from Toulon, lnd made thcniselics misters of Corsici, with tlie coin- 
cidence of Pi oh, who formally offered the crown of Corsica to his 
Britannic Majesty It was graciously accepted , tlie distinction costing 
the British liition annually two millions and a half sterling After the 
second year, his Majesty was fortunately obliged to surrender lus pnze 
h\ a successful insurrection of tlie people of Corsica, apparently it tlie 
instigation of Napoleon 

Shortly after this, Napoleon was entrusted by the Representatives of 
the People with a secret mission to Genoa, on matters of diplomatic 
importance On his return, he was arrested, suspended from his com- 
mand, and arraign*, d before the Committee of Public Safety The 
cause assigned was tlie a era journey to Genoa which he had performed 
by order of the members of tlie government He was, nevertheless, 
considered as one of the ** suspected ” 

While in this perilous predicament, Tunot, who had now become an 
oflicer, and Captain Scbastiam, formed tlie project of cutting down the 
gendarmes who guarded Napoleon, and setting lnni free, if they found 
that lie was ordered up to the fatal capital Napoleon made a written 
defence while in confinement, winch is gi\en at length by Bourriemie, 
and is remarkable for clearness, undaunted cncrg\ , and simplicity Tins 
defence, together with a further enquiry into the case, and a sense of the 
groat value of Ins services, procured lus release He was a fortnight 
under arrest Had he been accused three weeks earlier, during the 
summary proceedings of the Reign of Terror, his career might Imie 
ended on the scaffold nt the age of fi\c-and twenty Even then lie 
would not have died without lcaung an influence on tlie spirit of the 
tune, but with a force and extent how inferior ’ 

A fares, consummation lnd just startled eaen the times m winch terror 
had become habitual, and astonished horror had lost its edge, stnpificd 
by tin, incessant shocks of tlie sound of the scaffold axe Kobe spurn. 

>y is guillotined Whither hi had been a pure patriot in Ins inten 
tions, however revolting in Ins means , a mere blood thirsty monster, a 
high minded nnrtvr, or a monomaniac , or a fearful complexity of nil 
these attributes, called up by tlie dark nnd reaming spmt of humanity, 
lashed into dimonism bv tlie conflict of wrongs and rights, and the wild 
assumptions both of ignorance and knowledge, it is not our pro ent 
purpose to discus^ Whatever he had been, he was now nothing The 
chief number* of lus parti lnd been imprisoned, or condemned to 
banishment It is probable that tlie confusion attendant upon a change 
of men nnd measures, was partly the cause of the strange nrre t of 
Napoleon , but thcro is reason for suspicion that it was mainly brought 
about In intrigues, either of men jealous of his ming reputation, or of 
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secret partisans of tire Royalists. It is certain that the Royalist party 
took advantage of the unsettled state of the government, and of a dreadful 
scarcity of bread which then afflicted the country, to sow disaffection, 
and confuse the Republic by means of the starving people. 

Several insurrections took place in Paris, one of which assumed a 
formidable and sanguinary character. The populace of the Fauxbourgs, 
armed with pikes and muskets, burst into the Hall of the Convention 
during its sitting, and demanded, “ Bread 1 — The constitution of the 
year ’93 1 — and the release of the imprisoned deputies ! ” Boissy 
d'Anglas, who was at this moment in the chair, was obnoxious to 
the people because he was at the head of the Committee of Supply, 
which dealt out bread to them much too tardily to satisfy their wants : 
hence he had acquired the nickname of Boissy Famine. The rioters 
levelled their pieces at him as they entered; and Ferand, a deputy, 
rushing forward to protect him, was violently seized, and dragged into 
the lobbies, where his head was hacked off. The murderers then 
returned into the hall, carrying the severed head upon a pike, and held 
it before the president to enforce their demands. But he remained firm 
and inflexible ; and rising, he bowed, as in respect and gratitude, to the 
ghastly head of Ferand. 

Boissy d’Anglas is said to have been a secret Royalist, and only acting 
a treacherous part in his union with the Republicans. But supposing 
this to have been the case, neither the mixed motives of faith and 
treachery in his position, nor the actions which resulted from them, 
should prevent our perceiving the high feeling and heroism which made 
him render that acknowledgment to the preserver of his life, at a moment 
when such acknowledgment might have cost him twenty lives, if he had 
possessed them. 

This insurrection, and others of the same kind, were quelled without 
further consequences; and the close of the year 1794 witnessed no 
essential change in the French government. 

About this period, or soon after, Napoleon was in Paris, having been 
removed from the army of Italy, and appointed to that of La Vendee, 
with the rank of brigadier-general of infantry ; but, disliking the sendee, 
and considering the change into the infantry from the artillery to be a 
degradation, he refused to accept the post. Aubry, an old ar till ery 
officer, and president of the Military Committee, placed him self in strong 
opposition to these “ pretensions,” as he considered them ; and, in the 
heat of discussion, he interrupted an angry remonstrance from Napoleon 
against the proposed change, by reminding him of Ins youth ; to which 
Napoleon replied, that “ a man soon grows old on the field of battle.” 
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Napoleon was thus obliged to remain unemployed. In this state of 
inactivity, which was little accordant with his inclinations, he remained in 
Paris throughout the conclusion of the year 1794, and till the autumn of 
1795, waiting in hopes that some other field of action might open to him. 
It was evident that sinister influences, of the same kind as those which 
occasioned his arrest, were at work against him; otherwise, in the 
situation in which Prance then stood, the genius he had already shewn 
would have ensured him employment. He was both indignant anti 
disgusted at the treatment he had received, and conceived the intention 
of quitting the country altogether. He thought the East a fine field 
for glory, and meditated entering the service of the Grand Seignior ; and 
was so much in earnest in this plan, that he transmitted to the War 
Office a paper which he had drawn up, in order to enforce upon the 
government the policy of increasing the military power of Turkey as a 
check upon Russia, offering his services to organise their artillery. No 
notice was taken of this proposal. Bourrienne remarks very truly, 
that had a clerk in the War Office but written upon the memorial, 
“granted,” that little word would pYobably have changed the fate of 
Europe. He had, however, been quite in earnest, and worked and 
planned out the idea with enthusiasm for several weeks. Wherever ,hc 
might find a field for action, he always anticipated attaining the summit 
of power. He is reported to have said to a friend, with reference to 
his eastern project, “ Would it not he strange if a Corsican soldier became 
King of Jerusalem?” 
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Occasionally, it appears, as if tired with fruitless expectations, he 
turned his thoughts to private life, and quiet pursuits. Hearing that his 
brother Joseph had married Mademoiselle Clary, the daughter of a rich 
merchant at Marseilles, and sister to the lady he had himself so nearly mar- 
ried, he exclaimed, “ That Joseph is a lucky rogue 1 ” At another time, 
he thought of talcing a house in the Rue de Marais, and settling there with 
his uncle Fescli and an old schoolfellow. “ With that house over there,” 
he said, “ my friends in it, and a cabriolet, I shall be the happiest fellow 
in the world.” But these quiet fancies did not last long. Madame de 
Bourrienne, who records this, and with whom he appears at this time to 
have been by no means a favourite, relates two or three anecdotes of 
him, which shew that he was frequently brooding over the unemployed 
world of power within him. She speaks of him as silent, reserved, and 
absent ; mentioning these things as signs- of “ eccentricity,” and with 
the tone of a lady whose offended vanity considers it was not treated 
with proper politeness, and “ all the forms.” t( He often slipped away 
from us,” she says, in describing their visits to the theatre together ; 
“ and when we had supposed he had left the house, we would discover 
him in the second or third tier, sitting alone in a box, and looking rather 
sulky.” At another time, during the performance of a farce which 
convulsed the whole house with laughter, she says : — “ Bonaparte alone 
(and it struck me as being very extraordinary) was silent, and coldly 
insensible to the humour which was so irresistibly diverting to every one 
else 1 ” He passed most of his time in his own lodgings, where he studied 
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haTd ; and, being distressed for money, was glad to avail himself of an 
engagement to draw maps and topographical plans, procured for him (as 
we learn from Norvins) by Doulcet de Ponte coul ant, one of the Repre- 
sentatives. 

The French armies were, at tins period, successful everywhere ; and 
the different powers of Europe were beginning to discover that they had 
placed themselves in hostile array against a people who were likely, in 
various nays, to make them sorely suffer for, if not secretly repent, the 
aggression. The coalition of crowned heads had intended to put down 
this new state of things with a high sceptre, and to sweep into the very 
dust of death all those republican innovators ; but when they found how 
fierce and successful a resistance was offered, they considered themselves 
grossly insulted and aggrieved. Several of those powers, however, were 
soon induced to take quite a different view of the matter. The Grand 
Duke of Tuscany was the first to acknowledge the French Republic as a 
legal government; Prussia was forced to enter into a treaty of peace 
early in the year 1795 ; and Spain followed the example. Picliegru 
had conquered the whole of Holland, driven out the stadtholder, and 
deprived the King of England of lus continental dominions; while the 
civil war, which had so long raged in La Vendee, had been nearly stifled 
by the vigorous and well-conceived measures of General La Hoche. The 
leaders of the Revolution are accused, and with justice, of being too 
prone to imitate the heroes of antiquity, even in some of their least re- 
spectable acts; but on this occasion, La Hoche pursued, with good reason 
and laudable success, the same land of warfare which is attributed to 
Ajax in his madness. He drove away the cattle instead of destroying 
the people ; and, wiser than the Grecian hero, who killed the captured 
herds in his rage, he restored them to their former owners, in exchange 
for their arms. 

The few bands of Rojalists which still held together, retired into 
Brittany, where they united themselves with the disaffected of that 
province, and where tlieir leaders solicited, and obtained, powerful 
assistance from England. This great maritime ally landed on the coast, 
at the peninsula of Quiberon, an army of fifteen thousand French, 
emigrants; six thousand Republican prisoners, who had enlisted for 
the purpose of getting back to France ; sixty thousand muskets, and 
an equipment for an army of forty thousand men. This formidable 
invasion w as seconded by the Royalists already in arms. The invaders 
were attacked immediately by La Hoche ; the Republicans enrolled in 
their ranks, deserted; and though the emigrants, who were mostly 
officers of the ancient French marine, fought with the most determined 
bravery, the whole army was utterly routed and destroyed. According 
to the deadly system pursued between the Republic and the emigrants, 
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no quarter was given to the vanquished ; and that party never reco- 
vered the severe loss it sustained on this occasion. 

The coalition against France now numbered, among the lesser 
European powers, Naples, Bavaria, the petty princes of Germany and 
Italy, and the King of Sardinia ; which latter included in his dominions, 
Piedmont and Savoy. The naval force of England, and the immense 
military strength of Austria, remained formidable opponents, with whom 
the French Republic had yet to maintain a strenuous and doubtful 
contest. Their hostile advances soon compelled France to call into 
action the genius of the only man who could have paralysed the one, and 
so long held the other at bay. Events of a serious nature in Paris first 
brought him out of liis retirement. 

The National Convention having prepared a new form of govern- 
ment, to be vested in five directors and two elective assemblies, were 
about to dissolve themselves in the autumn of this year ; but, in order 
to avoid the risk of anarchy and a counter-revolution, and taught by the 
experience of the Constituent Assembly (which had, fatally for the 
country, declared its members incapable of being again chosen as Repre- 
sentatives of the People), the Convention decreed the re-election of 
two-thirds of its members, and limited the nomination of members by 
the electors, on this occasion, to one-third. Another law submitted 
these clauses to the acceptance of primary assemblies of the people. 

A restriction upon the freedom of election naturally created a 
ferment among the Parisians. The Royalist party seized tills moment 
of popular discontent to promote their own plans; and, under the 
mask of a zeal for liberty, they succeeded in making the people their 
instruments. 

Disregarding the opposition of Paris, the Convention pronounced 
the new constitution, in all its parts, ratified by the majority of the 
primary assemblies throughout France. This was the signal of open 
revolt. Out of the forty-eight sections into which the National Guard 
was divided, five only sided with the Convention: forty-three formed 
themselves into armed deliberative assemblies; rejected the decrees 
which restricted the freedom of election; declared their sittings per- 
manent; proceeded to nominate electors for choosing the new members, 
and began to present a very formidable appearance to the government. 
The section Lepelletier took the lead. 

It now became imperative upon the Convention to adopt vigorous 
measures, and enforce its authority. It accordingly called in the troops 
from the camp at Sablons, and delegated its powers to a committee of 
five, who were charged with the care of the public safety. Their first 
measure proved an utter failure. On the evening of the 12th of 
Yendemaire, answering, in the new nomenclature adopted by the French, 
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to the 3rd of October, General Menou was dispatched, together with 
three Representatives of the People, and a numerous escort, to dissolve 
the assembly of the section Lepelleticr. Its committee, however, 
refused to obey; and after about an hour’s indecisive conference. 
General Menou withdrew, leaving the sectionaries triumphant. 

Napoleon was at the Theatre Feydeau, close to the spot, when this 
scene was transpiring ; and, hurrying forth, he mingled with the crowd 
to watch the result, "When the troops retired, he instantly went to the 
gallery of the Convention, to observe what effect would he produced by 
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the ill success of its deputation. The Represcntathes who had accom- 
panied Menou, eager to justify themsehes, threw all the blame upon 
him, and lie was arrested on a elurge of treachery. Each member then 
began to name some general on whom they could depend, as the fittest 
to succeed Menou. Those who had been on duty at Toulon, and the 
members of the Committee of Public Safety, recommended Napoleon; 
who, having heard all that passed, had already considered and formed 
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liis resolution. His feelings on tlie occasion may be described in Ms 
own words : — “ A deputation was sent to offer the command to me. I 
balanced, however, for some time before I would accept of it. It was a 
sendee that I did not like ; but when I considered that if the Convention 
was overturned, V etr anger would triumph; that the destruction of that 
body would seal the slavery of the country, and bring back an incapable 
and insolent race ; those reflections, and destiny, decided that I should 
accept of it.” * 

Napoleon having agreed to serve the Committee of Public Safety, 
made them immediately understand that his authority must be unim- 
peded. He boldly declared that the contradictory counsels of the three 
Representatives of the People had been the chief cause of Menou’s 
failure, which he had personally witnessed. The members could not 
avoid perceiving the force of what he said ; and, as the only means they 
could adopt in order to dispense with the regular form, they appointed 
Barras, one of their own body, general-in-chief, and Napoleon second in 
command, but with the entire management of this affair. 

The regular troops amounted to five thousand ; and, until a body 
of fifteen hundred men, called the Patriots of 1789, made the whole 
force at the command of the Convention. The sections of the National 
Guard, on the other side, numbered forty thousand men. The park 
of artillery, consisting of forty pieces of cannon, was five miles from 
Paris, and slightly guarded. It was one o’ clock in the morning when 
the conference with die committee concluded, and Napoleon received 
authority to act. The instant he left the committee, he dispatched a 
major of the Chasseurs with three hundred horse, to bring the artil- 
lery to the Tuileries ; which he succeeded in accomplishing by five 
o’clock: this major was Murat. The difference of a few minutes would 
have made him too late, for he met a party of the section Lepelletier 
on the same mission immediately after he had taken possession. Upon 
all the bridges; at all the crossings of the streets; in short, com- 
manding all the avenues leading to the Tuileries, the artillery was 
placed by Napoleon ; who also sent about eight hundred muskets to arm 
the members of the Convention and their clerks, as a corps de reserve . 
He then calmly awaited the attack. 

Meantime the National Guards had taken up then.' positions, and 
it was greatly feared that the troops would be seduced by them from 
their allegiance. Some members of the Convention thought it would 
be best to offer terms ; others, to retreat to St. Cloud ; while some pro- 
posed laying down their arms, and receiving the people as the Roman 
senators received the Gauls. Napoleon paid no attention to them: 

* “A Yoice from St Helena,” by Barry E. Q’uMeara, vol.ii. p. 360 . 
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nothing farther was decided At length, about four in the afternoon, 
the expected attach was commenced by the National Guard The 
engagement lasted a \ery short time The aitillery swept the streets, 
and the victory was won by the troops of the Convention, at an expense 
of life wonderfully small considering the circumstances Napoleon him 
self said to O Mcara, that of the people, not more than seventy or 
eighty were hilled, and between three and four hundred w ounded , 
he having made the troops load with pov\ der onl) after the two first 
discharges With a force of less than seven thousand men opposed to 
fort) thousand, nothing could more strikingly demonstrate the courage 
of forbearance and the coolness of self confidence 

The important service which Napoleon had rendered to the Con 
i ention was fully acknowledged, and immediately followed b) lus receiving 
the rank of Commander in chief of the army of the Interior Menouvvas 
delivered over for trial to a council of war, but Napoleon insisted that if 
he were punished, justice required that the Representatives of the 
People should he punished also, and this saved him Only one man, 
named La Pond was executed for the insurrection He was an 
emigrant, one of the old garde du corps of Louis XVI , and had taken 
a a cry prominent part m the attack 

The command of Pans devolved upon Napoleon m his quality of 
General of the Interior, and he had to perform a nice and difficult 
operation in consequence The Convention ordered the disaffected 
sections to he disarmed, and this was done under his management 
without violence or opposition, though it nccessanl) attached all the 
habits and the rights of the citizens The scareit) of bread winch was 
still scvcrel) felt, added nko to the difficulties of Ins position It appears 
that he exerted himself with great address among the people, mixing 
continual!} m their assemblies, and frequently haranguing them when 
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tliey. threatened to become tmnultuous. An anecdote is told upon one 
of these occasions, illustrative of his tact in availing himself of their sense 
of the ludicrous. He was interrupted and confronted by a most portly 
figure of a woman among the crowd, who shouted forth, “ Do not listen 
to these smart officers ! — they don’t care who else is starved if they them- 
selves can get fat.” Napoleon, who was at that time very thin, answered, 
“ Look at me, good woman, and see which of us two is fattest ! ” This 
turned the laugh against her, and the mob dispersed. 

It was at one of his levees, shortly after these events, that Napoleon 
made an acquaintance, destined to be one of no small importance to him. 
The circumstances may be related in his own words : — “ A boy of twelve 
or thirteen years old presented himself to me, and entreated that his 



father’s sword should be returned. His father had been a general of the 
Republic, and executed a few days before the death of Robespierre. I 
was so touched by this affectionate request, that I ordered it to be given 
to him. Tins boy was Eugene Beauharnois. On seeing the sword, he 
burst into tears : I felt so much affected by Ms conduct, that I noticed 
and praised Mm much. A few days afterwards, Ms mother came to 
return me a visit of thanks : I was much struck with her appearance, and 
still more with her esprit 
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The impression made by Josephine de Beauhamois at the first inter- 
view rapidly inc eased into a stronger feeling. Almost every evening v 
was now spent in her company; either at her own house, where all the* 
most brilliant society of Paris were accustomed to meet, or at the 
apartments occupied by B arras, as one of the Directory in the Luxem- 
bourg Palace, in which luxury and splendour were fast taking place of 
republican simplicity. Of these assemblies, the grace and fascination of 
manner possess**' by Madame de Beauhamois made her one of the 
greatest at* «,„ons; while the commanding station occupied by Na- 
poleon, and his striking talents and power of conversation, no less than 
his intimacy with her, caused his constant invitation. 

The National Guard was now re-modelled, and the new officers were 
nominated by Napoleon. In the course of the work, he became extremely 
popular with the whole body of men, who henceforward regarded him 
with a kind of enthusiasm ; a circumstance of no small importance to 
him in the course of his history ; and yet not a little extraordinary, as 
there were doubtless many among them who had good reason to recollect 
the quelling of the sections. His power of acquiring an influence over 
men’s minds, was here strongly manifested. 



In March, 179G, he married Madame de Beauhamois. His union 
with this lady, so well known by the name of Josephine, was the result 
of affection on both sides, and was producthe of mutual happiness 
throughout its duration. She was a few* years liis senior, but possessed 
a peculiar cliami of manner and attracthc gracefulness, added to con- 
siderable beauty of person, which never failed to inspire admiration in 
all who saw her. It is amusing to find that slio had to endure many 
reproaches, and listen to much expostulation from her friends, who con- 
sidered that she had made a very poor marriage in* accepting a mere 
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soldier of fortune. That they could not foresee 0 the splendour of her 
destiny is certainly no wonder ; hut could a predict ion have induced their 
faith, a most palpable and unequivocal, one was r extant at the time. 
A negress, who had the reputation of possessing the gift of sorcery and 
prophecy, had told Josephine when a girl, that she should one day be 
more than a queen, and. yet outlive her dignity. It is a curious and no 
less interesting example of the attractive power of individual sympathies 
and tendencies, to find that this romantic circumstance was actually 

known to Sir Walter Scott long before its fulfilm< ; . ,He was told of 

it by a lady who was acquainted with Josephine, from whom she herself 
had heard the story very soon after her marriage with Napoleon. Among 
the vast multitude of predictions which are made from time to time, it 
would be very wonderful if some of them did not chance to fall true ; 
but that our great novelist believed in the prediction before it was proved, 
we may be permitted to regard as unlikely, though not altogether 
impossible. 
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With the successful termination to the revolt of the sections of Paris, 
the new government of France was established. The executive consisted 
of a Directory of five persons : Barras, Deubel, Latoumeur de la Manehe, 
Reveilliere Lepaux, and Carnot. Tallien and the Abbe Sieyes, though 
not members, were very influential in all the politics of the p 1 
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legislature was divided between two assemblies : tbe Council of Ancients, 
and tbe Council of Five Hundred, Both were elective, and the qualifi- 
cations for a member were the same in every respect in both, except that 
a member of the former was required to be forty years of age, and either 
a married man or a widower ; while to be qualified for a member of the 
latter, it was sufficient to have attained twenty-five years. All measures 
were to be first proposed in the Gouncil of Five Hundred, and sent up 
to the Ancients for their ratification before passing into laws. 

One of the first acts of the Director)', was to confer the chief com- 
mand of the army of Italy upon Napoleon. He left Paris three days 
after his marriage, to join the troops. Scherer, whom he superseded, had 
not sufficiently improved his advantages, and w'as, besides, continually 
writing to the government for supplies of money and horses, neither of 
which they were able to provide : they therefore sent him his dismissal, 
and trusted to tlieir new general to supply all deficiencies. The extreme 
poverty of the treasmy may be understood from the fact, that the sum 
of two thousand louis was all that could be collected to furnish him with 
means for so important a command. 
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Olliers described a person of distinction, who appeared every ten or 
ttvefoe days at the lodgings of Georges, to whom all present, includm* 
the Pobgnacs and De Riviere, shewed extraordinary respect A review 
was taken of all the Bourbon princes The onlj one of them known to 
he in the neighbourhood of Trance, was the Duke d Enghien, who then 
resided at Ettenheim, m the tern lory of Baden, on the right ban! of 
the Rhine He was the son of the Duke of Bourbon, and grandson of 
the Prince of Conde, was known to h* brave and resolute, having led 
the van of the emigrant army, and fought with the greatest valour on 
every occasion The intrigues of the English residents at Munich and 
Stuttgard, were not forgotten, and added their weight to the present 
suspicions It was determined to despatch an emissary to observe the 
motions of the Duke d’ Enghien 

The whole of the foregoing account has been collected from the 
various Trench authorities, and is strictly confined to the discoveries 
made by the French government, the measures taken in consequence, 
and the public feeling m Trance The corresponding history of tin. 
proceedings in England, and the actual plans of the emigrants, throw 
additional light an the whole We extract it entire from Sir Walter 
Scott 


“ The Peace of Amiens being broken, the British government, with 
natural policy, resolved once more to avail themselves of the state of 
public feeling in France, and engage the partisans of royalty in a fresh 
attack upon the consular government They were, probably, in some 
degree deceived concerning the strength of that party, which had been 
much reduced under Bonaparte $ management, and had listened too 
implicitly to the promises and projects of agents, who, themselves wn 
guine beyond what was warranted, exaggerated even tlieir own hopes m 
communicating them to the British ministers It seems to have been 
acknowledged that little success was to he hoped for, unless More ui 
could be brought to join the conspiracy Thi«, however, was esteemed 
possible, and notwithstanding the disagreement, personal as well as 
political, which had subsisted betwixt bun and Ihchegru, the latter 
stems to have undertaken to become the medium of communication be- 
twixt Moreau and the royahstb Escaped from the deserts of Cayenne, 
to which he had been exiled, Tichegru had, for some time, found refuge 
and support in London, and there openly professed lus principles ns « 
royalist, on which he had for a long time acted an secret 

“ A scheme was an agitation for raising the royalists in the west, ami 
the Luke do Bern was to make a descent on the coast of Picarth, to 
fnour the insurrection The Duke d Englrnn, grandson of the Trina 
of Conde, fixed Ins residence under the protection of the Margmu of 
Baden, at the chateau of Cttenhcmi, with the- purpose, doubtless, of 
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retired for a few days to Malmnison, from the anxious cares of the 
capital, when he received the report returned by the enussaiy who had 
been despatched to Ettenheim The report stated, that the Dube 
d Enghien was frequently visited by the emigrants of Baden, one of 
whom was believed to be General Dumounez, and that he ms known 
to gi\e them money This was all quite natural It stated further, that 
he went almost every week to the theatre at Strasburg (on the Trench 
side of the Rhine) , that he was frequently absent eight, ten, or twelve 
days, without any one knowing where he was He was known to have 
a passion for hunting and these long absences might be spent m the 
Slack Forest to follow this favourite pastime, but it was also a plausible 
supposition that they weie occasioned by secret visits to Paris, and that 
the person described as visiting Georges from tunc to time, who was 
treated with extraordinary marks of respect, was no other than this 
prince It had been asserted that he ventured to Paris in the time of 
the Directory, when the affairs of the republic seemed desperate, and 
that Bernadette, then minister at war, warned him to make his escape 
The whole tram of circumstances excited and determined the wall of 
Napoleon to a course of action, which, having once begun, he pursued 
to its consequences. u This, he said, “is beyond a jest* To come 
from Ettenheim to Paris to plot an assassination, and to fancy one- 
self safe, because one is behind the Rhine 1 I should be a fool to suffer 
it He called a council, consisting of the two consuls, the grand 
judge, Talleyrand, and Fetiche, m winch the subject of discussion ms 
the seizure of the Duke d Enghien by force Camhactrcs alone 
opposed this measure, but was overruled by Talleyrand, Hie First 
Consul having collected the voices winch supported the proposition, 
immediately went to his cabinet to dictate the order for the ^prehension 
of the Duke d Enghien It was dated the 10th of March, 1801 It 
directed General Ordener to go secretly to Strasburg, and to male the 
proper provisions to transport three hundred dragoon*, and three oi 
four brigades of gendarmerie across the Rhine at Rhcinau, to procu d 
thence expeditiously to the residence of the Dube dEngluen, to tak< 
him prisoner, and bnng lum to Pans 'lhe order also directed the 
seizure of all the papers belonging to the duke, and the arrest of the 
supposed General Du incline^ 

The commands of Napoleon were strictly and expeditiously obeyed 
The duke was su/ed in Ins bed on the morning of the 1 *5tli of March, 
mid, togetliei with seven of In* friends and three domestics, v is carried 
to Strasburg, where he remained for three days It was luri ascertained 
that the supposed Dumounez was in fact General 1 burner} flit duki 
was now renioved from nil hi* companions with the txccptioii nf hn t«| L 
de camp the Baron St Jaquc* I nrh in the morning of the /Sth, 
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was ordered to prepare for a journey. The linen lie was permitted 
to take amounted to two shirts only — an ominous circumstance. He 
was conveyed with secresy and speed to Paris, where he arrived on the 
20th, and was committed for a few hours to the Temple, hut before 
nightfall he was transferred to the castle of Vincennes, an ancient 
Gothic fortress, about a mile beyond the walls of the city. A con- 
sular decree, dated the same day, ordered that “the heretofore Duke 
d’Engliien, accused of having borne arms against the republic, and of 
having been, and still being, in the pay of England, for taking part in 
the plots contrived by that power against the internal and external 
safety of the republic, is to be brought before a court-martial, composed 
of seven members appointed by the governor of Paris, which court 
will assemble at Vincennes.” The grand-judge, Regncir, Talleyrand, as 
minister at war, and Murat, then governor of Palis, were charged with 
the execution of this decree. 

The military commission, composed of seven colonels of the army, 
reached Vincennes about live in the evening. General Hullin, gover- 
nor of Vincennes, was appointed to act as president. Shortly after- 
wards, Savary, with a brigade of infantry, marched into the castle, 
which had been already strongly garrisoned by the gendarmerie dielite 
and a detachment of cavalry. 

The Duke d’ Enghien, being overcome with fatigue, retired to bed 
on his arrival at Vincennes, and was awoke at midnight, out of a 
deep sleep, to reply to the interrogatories of a military commission.* 
In answer to their questions, the duke avowed his name and rank, the 
period at which he had quitted Prance (1789), and the various countries 
in which he had since resided; avowed also that he had served against 
France in the emigrant army of his grandfather, the Prince of Conde,- 
from its formation under the pay of England, until it was disbanded; 
admitted that he received a pension from England, which was all he had 
to live on; said that he had resided at Ettenheim for two years and 
a-half, having official permission from the Elector of Baden; that he 
remained there only because the emperor allowed him the privilege of 
hunting, a diversion of which he was very fond ; but he requested to add, 
that as the reasons which induced him to remain at Ettenheim no longer 
existed, he had proposed to remove to Fribourg, in Bresgau, a much 
more agreeable town; admitted that he had, as was natural, corre- 
sponded with his grandfather and his father ; also, with certain friends in 
the interior of the republic, who had formerly served with him, but only 


* The whole account of the interrogatory and trial of the Duke d’ Enghien is here 
extracted from the official archives of the period, as published by the Duke de Dalberg 
m his “ Documents and Correspondence,” subsequent to the appearance of Savary ’s 
pamphlet, in 1823. 
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on private business, denied having ever to Jus knowledge seen GenenJ 
Pichegru, knew tint Pichegru hid wished to see him, but ms ghd lie 
neier Ind, if the reports of lus accession to the odious meisures in eon 
tempi ation by the conspirators m Pans Here true, denied hiving eier 
seen Dumounez Above the signature of lus name to the minutes of 
the foregoing interrogator} , are the following words, m the hand writing 
of the duke — “ Before I sign the present minute, I earnestly request to 
have a private audience with the hirst Consul My name, my rank, mv 
manner of thinking, and the horror of my situation, induce me to hope 
that he will not refuse my request 

At two o clock in the morning, the duke was summoned to appear 
before tbe court-martial then assembled The questions addressed to 
him, and his answers, were precisely the same jn import as those at the 
previous interrogator} , the only difference being, tint a degree of 
haughty defiance is observable in the answers of the duke on this ocen 
sion, arising, probably, from the neglect of the request he had made, 
and a perception that his fate was sealed To lus declaration tint lie 
had served against France before, he now added, “ that he was read} to 
take the field, and wished to sen e in the new war of England against 
Trance To his avowal that he received a pension from England, he 
added the amount, “One hundred and fifty guineas a month, and 
omitted the explanation that he depended on this allowance to defray 
private expenses Being asked if he had anything to add to lus 
grounds of defence, he replied, “ that he had notlung more to say, and 
therein persisted 

Che president now desired the prisoner to he removed, and the court 
proceeded to deliberate with closed doors The following is a copy, 
both of the wotcIs and blank spaces, of the judgment recorded in their 
minutes — 

"Tbe court, by an unanimity of voice’!, declared the prisoner guilty , 
and applied to lura article — - — of the law of the — to this 

effect , and, in consequence, condemned lmn to suffer the jnin 

of death Orders, that the present judgment shall be executed forth 
with, by the care of the captain reporter, after causing it to be read to 
the prisoner in the presence of the different detachments of the corps of 
the garrison 

" Done, closed, and determined, without adjourning, at Vincennes, 
the day , month, and y ear as abov c, and signed bv us 

Here follow the names of all the members of the court martial, that 
of the secretary, Molin, being alone omitted apparently b\ iwilvtr 
tency The document bears date, 30th of Vento'c, Tear 12 (21ft of 
ilfarch, 1S0I) 
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■ ' The official report of the sentence, which appeared the following 
day in “ The Moniteur,” was different to this, although it purported 
to he a copy. It was much longer ; the blanks were filled up by 
references to different laws, which were made to bear on the case 
as well as might be, and the name of the secretary was inserted. It 
is not recorded how long the court continued in deliberation ; but 
only two hours had elapsed after the conclusion of the trial, when 
the Duke d’ Enghien was summoned to follow the commandant of Vin- 
cennes, M. Harel; and conducted by him down the winding stairs which 
led to the subterraneous part of the castle. As the cold and damp 
air met him in his descent, the unfortunate duke, pressing the arm 
of Harel, said, “ Am I to be immured in a dungeon ? ” Harel was 
much affected by the appeal, but answered nothing. The descent ter- 
minated at a postern, which opened into the wide and spacious ditch 
of the fortress, which had been fixed on for the scene of death. The 
troops were drawn up under arms, and a party of gendarmes d’ elite, 
under the command of Savary, were stationed as the executioners. It 
was now six o’clock in the morning, and the sun had, therefore, risen ; 
but as a heavy mist lay on the ground, the yellow light of torches was 
mingled with the grey and gloomy atmosphere. It is said the grave 
was already dug; but this 'point, though very probable, remains doubt- 
ful. The sentence was now read to the victim. Some of the witnesses 
say he demanded a priest, and was refused; upon which he knelt for a 
■few minutes, seemingly absorbed in prayer, and then, rising quickly, 
prepared to take his station. He would not permit his eyes to be ban- 
daged; the word was given, the soldiers fired, and he fell. The body, in 
its clothes, was hastily buried; the earth was closed over it; the crowd of 
living men, who had been there assembled to compass the death of one, 
bent their' accustomed way into the world again, and silence once more 
; settled over the ancient fortress and its new-made grave. 

The gloom which already pervaded the capital was increased by this 
sudden, and seemingly mysterious, transaction. The name of the D uk e 
d’ Enghien had not been heard among the long fist of suspected persons, 
when the news of liis violent death spread abroad. Many reports were 
circulated injurious to the First Consul; but, whatever were his private 
feelings, he observed a profound silence, making no attempt to justify 
the deed ; and after the official report, which appeared in “ The Mo- 
niteur ” on the day following the execution, the government never 
recurred to the subject. The court of St. Petersburgh went into mourn- 
ing for the Bourbon prince, and entered a protest against the violation 
of the territory of Baden; as did the Swedish government; which only 
elicited laconic replies from Talleyrand, denying their right to interfere. 
None of the other continental powers ventured to make any remon- 
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striiice It is known tint Josephine was deeply afflicted nt the event, 
which, it is said, she used her influence to avert Besides tint, nil 
harsh mid cruel measures were to\ tilting to her nature, her sympa- 
thies were aristocratic, and she lmd man) friends m the emigrant party, 
amongst whom the transaction was, of course, regarded with horror 
The duke lnd confided to her care, by the hands of Savnty, his portrait 
and a lock of ins htuty " to transmit to a lady who was dear to hm," 
with whom he had hr^d at Ettenheim 

The government was still occupied in collecting evidence for the 
trial of Georges and lus accomplices , mid the enquiries had rendered it 
clear that the stranger, whom the servants of Granges had described 
as visiting their master at intervals, and whom the First Consul lmd 
suspected to be the t)ukc d Hnglnen, was General Pichogru There 
is no likelihood that the discover) of this fact nt an earlier stage of the 
proceedings, would have made an) difference as to the catastrophe at 
Vmcenm-S for it was onl) considered as one circumstance among man) 
Still, the Tirst Consul could not fad to experience a certain shock when 
he found out tins fact* The certainty of interviews between Xhchegm 
and Moreau was also proved , but it appeared that Moreau would not 
listen to plans of assassination, mid would not conform to rojahst prin- 
ciples, having, on the contrary, views of attaining to the consular 
digmtv himself, and preserving the republic Georges, therefore, was 
forced to delaj Ins blow, from the fear that he might onl) despatch 
the First Consul for the benefit of General Moreau, whose half mea- 
sures and. uncertainties, while he ncgociated with royalists, and still 
strove to continue a republican, may he said to have caused the failure 
of the plot b) putting off its execution Ifazhtt sa)s of him, that 
* f he had not courage to be an usurper, honest), to be a patriot, nor 
even sufficient loyalty to be n traitor 

At tins stage of the proceedings, General Pichcgru was found dead 
m his prison, on the morning of the 7th of April His black sdk cravat 
vras tightlv twisted round In* throat and to increase the tightness, a 
small piece of w ood, about the length of a finger, which had been 
broken from a fagot still in his fire-place, had been slipped between 
Ins neck and cravat, and twisted round, to act ns a mechanical power, 
until reason forsook him His head falling back, had compressed the 
stick, and prevented the cravat from untwisting I he enemies of the 
Fic^t Consul did not f u l to accu«e bun of having caused the assas- 
sination of Pichegru, and political partisans, like Scott and Lockhart, 
of course, repeat the accusation, but there is no evidence whatever in 
support of it, and much against it A sentinel was placed outside the 
window of the room in which Piehegrn was confined, and another nt 
lus door not a hhctv tiling to In permitted, if secret assassins "vn 
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intended to enter. The strongest circumstance however is, that the 
murder would have been without motive, for the conviction of Pichegm 
was certain; and, moreover, his death, at that moment, prevented the 
proofs of Moreau’s guilt from being completely established. His suicide, 
on the other hand, was easily accounted for : he had become low and 
desponding, as the evidence against him became more clear ; and was 
known to have declared that he would never die by the hand of an ex- 
ecutioner. “"What motives,” said Napoleon to O’Meara, “ could I have 
in assassinating Pichegru ? — a man who was evidently guilty ; against 
whom every proof was ready. No evidence was wanting against him. 
Perhaps I should have pavdoned him. If, indeed, Moreau had been 
found dead, then people might have said that I had caused his assas- 
sination, and until great apparent justice, for he was the only man I 
had much reason to fear ; and until then he was judged innocent.” 

Another death, which happened in the following year, but as con- 
nected with this period of horror, may here be mentioned, has in like 
manner been ascribed to Napoleon. Captain Wright, the commander of 
the English cutter who had put the conspirators ashore, was, by a strange 
fatality, wrecked soon after on the coast of France, and made prisoner. 
He was examined with the other prisoners, but refused to answer any 
questions which might implicate his government. He remained in the 
Temple as a prisoner of war; and towards the end of 1805, he was found 
dead in his cell, his throat cut from ear to ear. Napoleon was then 
in Austria, engaged in the campaign of Austerlitz ; and it is a strange 
supposition that the idea of this distant, imprisoned, and unimportant 
individual, should suddenly start up in his mind amidst his scene of 
victories, and that he should send orders to murder him for no con- 
ceivable motive, and at a period when the very memory of his offences 
against the French government was almost worn out. Even Mr. 
Lockhart, differing on this occasion from Scott, acquits Napoleon of 
such a charge : “ Under all the circumstances of the case,” he says, 
“ there seems to be no reason for supposing that he could have had any 
concern in that tragedy.” The unfortunate Captain Wright probably 
committed suicide; a proceeding not wonderful or unaccountable in 
his situation (as we may see by our common police reports); and it 
has been supposed, that the news of the successes of the French arms 
hurried him on to the fatal deed; perhaps, because he became hopeless 
of any end to Ins captivity. 

The trial of Georges Cadoudal, General Moreau, and the other 
prisoners, to the number of forty-nine, commenced on the 28th of May. 
The consular title had been exchanged for the imperial ten days before. 
We anticipate, however, the order of events, that we may bring our 
narrative of the conspirators to a conclusion. The trial was attended by 
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all the foreign ambassadors, and created a great ferment in Paris, It 
lasted for twelve days, and, during the whole of that time, the court 
was thronged with crowds of all ranks among the people. Georges 
appeared with a miniature of Louis XVI, hung round lus neck; openly 
avowed that he had come to Paris to assassinate Napoleon; and seemed 
only to regret his captivity, because it had prevented his purpose. He 
amused himself with punning on the name of one of his judges, who 
had been an old Jacobin. His name being Thuriot, Georges called 
him Tue-rof (Kill-king), and would sometimes call for brandy to wash 
liis mouth after pronouncing the name or answering any questions. 
Appearing on one of the days without the picture of the king, Georges 
was asked by the judge what he had done with it; on which he replied, 
<e And you, what have you done with the original ?” He was of course 
found guilty, and was condemned to death, together with nineteen of his 
associates, amongst whom were the Marquess de Polignac, and M. de 
Riviere, Moreau was found guilty, but not to the extent of a capital 
crime. He was sentenced to two years' imprisonment; and this w f as 
changed by Napoleon on the same night, for permission to retire to 
America. Napoleon also provided him with money, by purchasing his 
estate at Gros-bois and his house in the Rue d' Anjou, at the price 
which he named himself. Great interest was exerted by the families 
of the Pohgnacs and Rivieres, to save the lives of their relations: at 
length, Josephine introduced Madame de Polignac at St. Cloud, who, 
"throwing herself at the feet of Napoleon, obtained Ills pardon for 
both. He did not confine his clemency to these great families. A 
poor girl, who contrived to reach his presence, gained for her brother 
the same grace which had been extended to the beautiful marchioness 
for her husband. Six more of the conspirators obtained a commu- 
tation of their sentence for exile, or different terms of imprisonment. 
Georges and all the rest were executed on the 25th of June, nnd died 
with the utmost courage, and without the slightest signs of contrition. 
The royalist party was silenced and humbled by the issue of this con- 
spiracy, which, threatening and formidable in its commencement, served 
by its discovery and defeat to assist in safely establishing the power 
of Napoleon. 

Haring followed the train of these events from their commence- 
ment to their close, it only remains to take a survey of that portion of 
them which relates to the Hake d’Engluen; a task which is imperative 
on the biographers of Napoleoft, because the death of that prince has 
been called the blackest stain upon his memory, and branded with the 
epithet of a murder. 

The seizure of the Duke d’Enghien was an arbitrary ami violent 
exercise of power on the part of Napoleon, provoked by the unlawful 
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and treacherous attempts of his enemies. All Europe had been con- 
vulsed nith war, for the cause of the Bourbon princes; yet they had 
failed, notwithstanding, to regain their power. Napoleon had over- 
matched them in open war. Their followers now, for the third .time, 
attached him by secret treachery; and, to add to the provocation, the 
English government, which was at open enmity with Napoleon, did 
not scruple so far to compromise itself on this occasion as to assist in 
lan din g these treacherous foes; a line of conduct which exposed its 
members to the humiliating necessity of protesting against a charge of 
countenancing assassination. It was in vain that the Bourbon princes 
made high-sounding protestations to the same effect, while their con- 
fidential friends, members of the. ancient nobility of their kingdom, 
were in daily communication with Georges Cadoudal. Napoleon found 
himself, by the sepractices, placed out of the pale of the world’s laws, and 
ordinary means of protection ; treated as an usurper; one, against whom 
any atrocity was justifiable ; and he resorted to the law of retaliation in 
his own defence. If, by so doing, he reduced himself to the level of the 
Count d’ Artois, and the other princes who were thus plotting against 
life, at least lie should not be judged more harshly than they. 

He was afterwards heard to say, " If I had acted right, I should 
have followed the example of Cromwell, who, on the 'discovery of the 
first attempt made to assassinate him, the plot of which had been 
hatched in France, caused it to be signified to the French king, that 
if the like occurred again, he, by way of reprisal, would order assassins 
to be hired to murder him, and a Stuart. Now, I ought to have publicly 
signified, that on the next attempt at assassination, I would cause the 
same to be .made upon the Bourbon princes; to accomplish which last, 
indeed, I had only to say, that I would not punish the projectors.” 
(This was not mere assertion ; it is well known that he had more than 
one offer of the kind.) 

If, when Napoleon did at last perpetrate that act' of reprisal, the 
revolting details of which are before the reader, he sacrificed one of 
the best and bravest of the House of Bourbon, this was evil chance, 
and arose from the circumstance of that one alone being within his 
reach. He had no especial grounds of resentment against that parti- 
cular member of the family; having scarcely, indeed, heard his name, 
or been aware of his existence, before the report from Ettenheim. 
The Duke d’ Enghien died because he was a Bourbon prince, and the 
horror which his death has so generally excited, is chiefly owing to the 
same cause. There are few military executions for political offences, 
the details of which, if followed from beginning to end with the same 
minuteness, would not excite the same sentiments of pity and horror; 
but it is seldom that less illustrious victims find chroniclers of their 
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nil the foreign ambassadors, and created a great ferment in Pans It 
lasted for twelve days, and, during the whole of that time, the court 
was thronged with crowds of all ranks among the people Georges 
appeared with a miniature of Louis XVI hung round his neck f openly 
avowed that he had come to Pans to assassinate Napoleon, and seemed 
only to regret his captivity, because it had prevented his purpose He 
amused himself with punning on the name of one of his judges, who 
had been an old Jacobin His name being Thirnot, Georges called 
him Tue roi (Kill king), and would sometimes call for brandy to wash 
Ins mouth after pronouncing the name or answering any questions. 
Appearing on one of the days without the picture of the king, Georges 
was asked by the judge what he had done with it , on which he replied, 
u And you, what have you done with the original ? He was of course 
found guilty, and was condemned to death, together with nineteen of his 
associates, amongst whom were the Marquess de Polignac, and M de 
Rmere Moreau was found guilty, but not to the extent of a capital 
cnme He was sentenced to two years imprisonment, and tins ms 
changed by Napoleon on the same night, for permission to retire to 
America, Napoleon also provided him with money, by purchasing his 
estate at Gros hois and his house m the Rue d Anjou, at the price 
which he named himself Great interest was everted by the families 
of the Pohgnacs and Rivieres, to save the lives of their relations at 
length, Josephine introduced Madame de Pobgnac at St Cloud, who, 
throwing herself at the feet of Napoleon, obtained his pardon for 
both He did not confine lus clemency to these great families A 


poor girl, who contrived to reach lus presence, gained for her brother 
the same grace winch had been extended to the beautiful marchioness 
for her husband Six more of the conspirators obtained n commu- 
tation of their sentence for exile, or different terms of imprisonment. 
Georges and all the rest Mere executed on the 25th of June, and died 
with the utmost courage, and without the slightest signs of contrition 
The royalist party was silenced and humbled by the issue of this con- 
spiracy, which, threatening and formidable in its commencement, serud 
by its discovery and defeat to assist in safely establishing the power 
of Napoleon 

Having followed the tram of these events From their commence- 
ment to their close, it only remains to take a survey of that portion of 
them which relates to the Duke d Lnghien, a task which is imperative 
on the biographers of Nopolcofi, because the death of that pnnet has 
been called the blackest stain upon Ins memory, and branded with the 
epithet of a murder 

The seizure of the Duke d Enghlcn was an arbitrary and uolrnl 
exercise of power on the part of Napoleon, provoked bv the unlawful 
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and treacherous attempts of his enemies. All Europe had been con- 
vulsed with war, for the cause of the Bourbon princes ; yet they had 
failed, notwithstanding, to regain their power. Napoleon had over- 
matched them in open war. Their followers now, for the third •time, 
attacked him by secret treachery; and, to add to the provocation, the 
English government, which was at open enmity with Napoleon, did 
not scruple so far to compromise itself on this occasion as to assist in 
landing these treacherous foes; a line of conduct which exposed its 
members to the humiliating necessity of protesting against a charge of 
countenancing assassination. It was in vain that the Bourbon princes 
made high-sounding protestations to the same effect, while their con- 
fidential friends, members of the . ancient nobility of their kingdom, 
were in daily communication with Georges Cadoudal. Napoleon found 
himself, by the sepractices, placed out of the pale of the world’s laws, and 
ordinary means of protection ; treated as an usurper ; one, against whom 
any atrocity was justifiable; and he resorted to the law of retaliation in 
Ills own defence. If, by so doing, he reduced himself to the level of the 
Count d’ Artois, and the other princes who were thus plotting against 
life, at least lie should not be judged more harshly than they. 

He was afterwards heard to say, “ If I had acted right, I should 
have followed the example of Cromwell, who, on the discovery of the 
first attempt made to assassinate him, the plot of which had been 
hatched in France, caused it to be signified to the French king, that 
if the like occurred again, he, by way of reprisal, would order assassins 
to be hired to murder him, and a Stuart. Now, I ought to have publicly 
signified, that on the next attempt at assassination, I would cause the 
same to be made upon the Bourbon princes; to accomplish which last, 
indeed, I had only to say, that I would not punish the projectors.” 
(This was not mere assertion ; it is well known that he had more than 
one offer of the land.) 

If, when Napoleon did at last perpetrate that act of reprisal, the 
revolting details of which are before the reader, he sacrificed one of 
the best and bravest of the House of Bomb on, this was evil chance, 
and arose from the circumstance of that one alone being within his 
reach. He had no especial grounds of resentment against that parti- 
cular member of the family ; having scarcely, indeed, heard his name, 
or been aware of his existence, before the report from Ettenheim. 
The Duke d’ Engliien died because he was a Bourbon prince, and the 
horror which his death has so generally excited, is chiefly owing to the 
same cause. There are few military executions for political offences, 
the details of which, if followed from beginning to end with the same 
minuteness, would not excite the same sentiments of pity and horror; 
but it is seldom that less illustrious victims find chroniclers of their 
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wrongs. The dungeons of the continental governments which protest 
against the tragedy of Vincennes, could tell many a tale as dark and 
full of woe; and the Bourbon princes, when they regained their seat 
of power, gave it many a companion. France has not forgotten the 
death of the young and generous Labedoyere, and still contains the 
grave of the slaughtered marshal, who had deserved his name of “The 
bravest of the brave.” 



Had Napoleon waited to weigh Ins measures very scrupulously, he 
would, to a certainty, have perished on this occasion, and with him, 
the revolution; for no man in France, except himself, was capable, at 
that moment, of maintaining lus position against all Europe. The plan 
of assassination would doubtless have been followed by the return of 
the Bourbons. This circumstance made his situation doubly perilous. 
As Fouche said, “ The air was full of poniards.” Sir "Walter Scott 
remarks that, ** Napoleon’s nerves were peculiarly susceptible to the 
dread of assassination:” was there ever a man whose nerves were 
not so ? 

The report of the trial of the Duke d’ Englucn, as now extant, 
contains no proof of his implication in the conspiracy, hut Savary 
affirms, that one answer of the prisoner, at least, has cither never 
been recorded, or has been abstracted from the archives, in the samo 
manner as the papers relating to the trial of the Queen of 1* ranee 
have been removed, so that the records of her trial arc reduced to a 
few scraps of paper. It must strike even' reader, that the questions 
reported are singularly few, nnd very little to the purpose. Savary 
affirms that the president noticed to the prisoner, the inconsistency of 
his denial of any knowledge of the plots then going on, because they 
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avci-c the common talk of all France, ami all the neighbouring countries*, 
and it was impossible be could be indifferent to events likely to prove 
of such importance to bis family: adding, “There is too much im- 
probability in this, for me to pass it over without, observation ; I. beg 
you to reflect upon it, that you may have recourse to other means of 
defence.” “The Duke d’ Knghien,” continues Savory, “after a mo- 
ment’s silence, replied in a grave tone: ‘Sir, l perfectly comprehend 
you; it was not my intention to remain indifferent to them. I bad 
applied to England for an appointment in her armies; and she returned 
for answer, that she had none to give me, but that I was to remain 
upon the Rhine, where I should soon have a part to act ; and for that 
I was waiting. 1 have nothing more to tell you, sir.’ ” Whether this 
admission was made by the duke, or not, there can remain no doubt that 


it was the truth. 

Napoleon freely discussed the subject at. St. Helena. “ If,” said 
he to Las Casas, “ 1 had not had in my favour the laws of my country 
to punish the culprit, I should still have had the right of the law of 
nature — of legitimate self-defence. The duke and his parly had con- 
stantly but one object in view, — that of taking away my life. I was 
assailed on all sides, and at every instant : air-guns, infernal machines, 
plots, ambuscades of every kind, were resorted to for that purpose. 
At last, I grew weary, and took an opportunity of striking them with 
terror in their turn in London. I succeeded ; and from that moment 
there was an end to all conspiracies. Who can blame me for having 
acted so? What l blows, threatening my existence, are aimed at me 
day after day, from a distance of one hundred and fifty leagues ; no 
power on earth, no tribunal can afford me any • redress ; and I am 
not to be allowed to use the right of nature, and return war for war ! 
What man, unbiassed by party feeling, possessing the smallest share 
of judgment or justice, can take upon him to condemn me ? On 
what side will he not throw blame, odium, and criminal accusations ? 
Blood for blood : such is the natural, the inevitable law of retalia- 
tion ; woe to him who provokes it 1 Those who foment civil dissen- 
sions, or excite political commotions, expose themselves to become the 
victims of them. It would be a proof of imbecility or madness to 
imagine and pretend that a whole family should have the strange pri- 
vilege to threaten my existence, day after day, without giving me the 
right of retaliation ; they could not reasonably pretend to be above 
the law, in order to destroy others, and claim tlie benefit of it for their 
own preservation ; tlie chances must be equal. I bad never personally 
offended any of them. A great nation bad chosen me to govern them ; 
almost all Europe had sanctioned their choice. My blood, after “ 1 - 
was not ditch-water ; it was time to place it on a 
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\ vhtlt lf 1 hai cam ed retaliation further? I might have done it the 
disposal of their destray was more than once offered me , hut I rejected 
the proposition with indignation Not that I thought it would be unjust 
for me to consent to it m the situation to which they had reduced me, 
but I felt so powerful, I thought myself so secure, that I should have 
considered it a base and gratuitous act of cowardice My great maxim 
lias always been, that, in war as well as in politics, every evil action, 
even if legal, can only be excused m case of absolute necessity , what 
ever goes beyond that, is criminal It is impossible to misunderstand 
an exposition so clear as this Napoleon does not scruple to recognise 
the law of retaliation as a legitimate rule of action, and makes no pre- 
tence to a higher principle than that of expediency, and on that prill 
ciple he justifies his actions We find, m his will, the following final 
record of Ins feelings on the subject — “T caused the Duke d Engine n 
to he arrested and tried, because that step was essential to the safety, 
interest, and honour of the French people, when the Count d Artois 
was maintaining, by his own confession, sixty assassins at Pins Under 
similar circumstances, I would again act in the same waj 

This deliberate avowal must be received as a conclusive answer to 
all those who accuse Napoleon of having endeavoured to transfer tlie 
responsibility of tlie execution of tlie Duke d Englnen from himself to 
o tliers In familiar conversation with his intimate friends, he entered 
into the discussion of the circumstances which lnd determined him to 
that action, and it w r as then he noticed the influence of Tilleyrmd 


It was then also he stated that he did not receive, till two da) a after 
the execution, a letter wluch the unfortunate duke had addressed to 
him from Strasburg, Talleyrand having kept it from him “As for the 
assertions that were advanced ad the time,’ scud he to Ziss C'isos, “ thst 
I had been strenuously opposed in this affair, and that numerous soli- 
citations had been made to me, the) are utterly false, and were only in 
vented t 1 * r be same tiling may he 

sait j 0 f to me these motives 


may have existed in the bosoms of those who acted an inferior part on 
that occasion, and may have guided them m then private views , but my 
conduct was influenced only b) the nature of the fact it«df, and the 
energy of my disposition Undoubtedly, if I had been informed m 
time of certain circumstances respecting tlie opinions of tlie prince, and 
lus disposition, if, above all, I bad seen the letter which he wrote to 
me, and winch, God knows for what reason, was only delivered to me 
after lus death, I should certainty have forgiven him ” 41 I nuked," 

says Mr O’Meara, “if it were true that I alley rand lnd retimed n 
letter, written by the Duke d Engluen to him, until two days after 
the execution? 'Napoleons reply wan, * It ts true The duke had 
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written a letter, offering Ins services, and asking a command in the army 
from me, which Talleyrand did not make known until two days after 
his execution.’” Scott, Bourrienne, and others, treat the story of this 
letter as a fabrication ; and possibly it may be one : but there arc no 
proofs that it was not written : those alleged (such as the duke having 
left no mention of it in his diary, and his aide-de-camp knowing nothing 
of it) being futile. Talleyrand was very likely to have pursued the 
course here supposed. He had loo much penetration not to perceive 
that his present master was in peril of his life, and was too good a 
tactician not to try to avert any generous impulse which should deter 
him from pursuing the severe measures most likely to ensure his safety. 
The unprincipled remark attributed sometimes to Talleyrand, and some- 
times to Touche, that <c the execution of the Duke d’ Enghien was worse 
than a crime, it was a blunder,” was made, if at all, when circumstances 
had changed. It is surprising that a writer, of Mr. Lockhart’s pene- 
tration, should assert, that ** every motive, that has weight with man- 
kind in general, must have swayed the other way with Talleyrand ; a 
member,” he continues, “ of one of the noblest families in France ; a 
man unstained by participation in any of the butcheries of the revolu- 
tion ; and, above all, a man whose consummate skill has, through life, 
steadily pursued one object, namely, his own personal interest.” No 
one will dispute the truth of the last clause of this sentence ; but the 
argument which precedes it, is singularly incorrect. Talleyrand, though 
unstained by the “ butcheries of the revolution,” had taken much too 
prominent a part in it, to feel easy at the possible return of the exiled 
family. Not to mention other important measures, it was Talleyrand 
who brought forward, in the National Assembly, the project for the con- 
fiscation and sale of the property of the French clergy; and it was he 
who officiated as Bishop of Autun at the ceremony of the federation, on 
the anniversary of the fall of the Bastile, and who there administered 
the national oath. Self-interest, therefore, must have led him to dread 
the return of the Bourbons, to whom he could not at that time have 
reckoned on being able to render himself so acceptable as to retain his 
power and station under their government. The arguments of Scott 
on this point are very shallow, and his narrative of the whole transac- 
tion full of inaccuracies. He makes it appear, for instance, that the 
Duke d’ Enghien was not tried till the second night of his imprisonment 
at Vincennes ; and he represents the request made by the prisoner, for 
an audience of the First Consul, as made on his trial, and cut short 
by Savary, who, “ standing behind the president’s chair, controlled their 
(the commissioners’) sentiments of compassion,” and said, the request 
was “ inexpedient.” This whole story is at once falsified by the simple 
fact, that the appeal in question was made in writing, ay the int^i 
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tory before the trial. It is, nevertheless, repeated by Mr. Lockhart, 
who also inaccurately designates Savary “ minister of police;” whereas 
lie held no civil office whatever at that time, hut was colonel of the 
gendarmes ; and acted in an executive, not a legislative capacity. A. 
most unjust prejudice has been excited against him by these and simihr 
inventions and errors. The narrative of General Hulhn, which also 
inculpates Savarj, giving a different version of the same stray, was 
written in blindness and old age, and manifestly under the influence of 
fear; and, being contradicted m other points by known facts, should not 
be regarded as evidence on this. 

The yellow haze of that morning twilight — undisposed by the fitful 
and difficult blaze of the torches, when the victim of self- preserving 
vengeance was shot down and huddled into his clotted grave — now 
again hung its entire vapours over the fresh-broken mound winch covered 
the yet-quivering form beneath; vapours that were never, perhaps, 
thoroughly dispersed from the time that fortress first reared its head, 
to the period of its hollowness and ruin. But £f a steam from the 
damp "base of the rank castle-moat, mingling with steam from the human 
blood (a few minutes ago flowing strong m vital energies, hut non 
bubbling and sinking under the loose mould) rose up even as the sun 
rose, and was absorbed, so may wc behold the unsubstantial tenure 
of worldly power, which, at its rise and summit contains within itself 
little more of the elements of duration, than the effluence of mortality 
already commencing its decay. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

NAPOLEON CREATE!) EMPEROR — THE IMPERIAL CONSTITUTION — PROTEST OT LOUIS Will. — 
THE EMPEROR VISITS THE CAMP AT ROULOGNE — THE NEW TITLE RECOGNISED RY THE 
EUROPEAN TOWERS; ENGLAND, RUSSIA, AND SWEDEN, EXCEPTED — ARRIVAL Op POPE 
PIUS VII. AT PARIS — THE CORONATION. 

The title of First Consul, by which 
Napoleon lmd been distinguished 
for more than four years, was ex- 
changed, in May, 1801', for that 
of Emperor. The change of name 
made no alteration in the actual 
power lie possessed, nor did it in 
any way affect either liis liahits, 
manners, or modes of thinking. 
The observance of some addi- 
tional forms and ceremonies ex- 
cepted, the Emperor Napoleon 
differed in no respect from the 
First Consul. The creation of the empire was, however, an event of 
serious importance to France. The imperial dignity was declared here- 
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ditAry in the Bonaparte family, the members of which were to hold 
rank by right of birth; certain high functionaries were declared ne- 
cessary appendages to the throne ; and, under different titles of distinc- 
tlon \ " ere to he nominated by the sovereign. By the creation of the 
empire, therefore, a civil order, in possession of peculiar privileges, 
was once more introduced in France ; and the hereditary principle* 
which had been discarded hy the nation, was again adopted. The 
principle was, however, declared to he established for the sake of, and 
by the will of the people. That the idea originated with Napoleon 
himself, and that the number of votes in favour of it, however great, 
represented only a small part of the nation, are, comparatively, unim- 
portant facts. The recognition of the right, possessed by the people, 
of altering their form of government, was maintained; and Napoleon 
uniformly made it his boast, that he derived his power from the people. 
The principle of the revolution was, therefore, maintained against that 
of legitimate monarchy. Whether the establishment of the empire 
was a splendid error on the part of Napoleon, or an act of wise 
policy, it bears no marks of having been dictated by mere selfish ambi- 
tion. There was much in it of proud defiance to the scornful enemies 
who held him and his rights at nought, and more of deliberate convic- 
tion (whether well-founded, or not, is another question) that it was 
essential to the safety and glory of France. The part of this new 
order of things, which related to the pomps and forms of sovereignty, 
was in accordance with the policy which dictated the concordat, and 
was another manifestation of a tendency to work upon the existing 
tone of public feeling, instead of labouring to raise public feeling to a 
higher standard. The re-establishment of the hereditary principle can- 
not be Judged impartially, without a careful reference to the peculiar 
circumstances of France at the moment. Touche (a good judge of 
matters of policy) afterwards, when all seemed to work well, congra- 
tulated himself, in confidential discourse, on having advised the mea- 
sure. “We all perceived," said he, “that the republic could not 
exist in France: the question, therefore, was to ensure the perpetual 
removal of the Bourbons; and I believe the only means for so doing 
was to transfer the hereditary succession of their throne to another 
family. Had I remained in office, it is probable I might have pre- 
vented the conspiracy of Georges and Pichcgru; but Bonaparte would 
still have had to fear the rivalry of Moreau; be would not have been 
Emperor, and no should still have had to dread the return of the 
Bourbons, of which, thank God, there is now no fear.*’ Another 
long and dangerous war was beginning; and, to add to its danger*, the 
enemies of Napoleon had shewn themselves unobservant, in Ins case, 
of that constituted code of honour which is usually observed toward* 
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an avowed enemy. He liad just seen the revolution at the mercy of 
an assassin’s dagger ; his single life opposed against the return of the 
exiled family ; and the idea then occurred, to stretch his life beyond the 
term of mortal existence, by the fiction of the perpetual existence of the 
head of the state, which is implied in the hereditary principle. It was 
as though, to confound his enemies and the seekers of his life, he had, 
like the spirit of Banquo, held up a glass wherein the shadows of his 
line might “ stretch out to the crack of doom.” 

The idea of the empire was first publicly broached in the senate. 
On the occasion of framing the address of congratulation to the Fust 
Consul, on his escape from the late conspiracy, Fouche rose and said, 
“ that in order to destroy the hopes of the conspirators, and to secure 
the permanent existence of the government after the death of the 
reigning chief, other institutions were indispensable.” The motion was 
seconded, and was inserted in the address. Napoleon answered the 
deputation by saying, “that the subject they had suggested required 
the greatest consideration ; that for himself he wanted nothing ; but 
that it was his duty to consider the lot of France, and what the future 
was likely to produce ; and, finally, that he would accept no new title 
without submitting it to the sanction of the people.” A great sensation 
was produced throughout France by these proceedings. Numerous 
addresses were presented from all parts of the country, and from the 
army, echoing the suggestion of the senate. 

Napoleon now proposed the three following questions to the council 
of state for discussion, without his presence : — “ Is the hereditary form 
of government preferable to the elective form ? Is it expedient to 
establish the hereditary form at this particular juncture ? In what 
manner ought the hereditary form of government to be established?” 
A very long and sharp discussion, evincing great diversity of opinion, 
ensued upon these questions. A report was at length drawn up, from 
which the following are extracts : — “ That the councillors of state are of 
opinion that the revolution which commenced in 1789 was not directed 
against the hereditary principle of the chief magistracy; and if, at a 
subsequent period, its force was directed against the reigning family, 
it was solely because that family took up arms against the revolution 
and its principles. That the nation will further confirm its disinclina- 
tion to that family, by calling in, and placing at its head, a new family. 
That the principle of an hereditary chief magistrate is consonant with 
the manners of the nation, suitable to the population, and consistent 
with the extent of its dominions. That the proper moment for framing 
such an institution is when great dangers threaten the country, menacing 
the person of the First Consul by assassins armed against his life; and. 
when various other evils, springing out of the dangers of war, expose 
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the head of the state to imminent risk. That the nation accordingly 
nre ready to declare for the hereditary system, and, at the same time, 
to enter into a guarantee for the security of all those institutions and 
rights for which their armies have fought.” So many amendments to 
the report were, however, proposed, that at length the council with- 
drew it, and each member presented Ins own separate answer direct 
to the First Consul. 

The senate and the tribunate were now called upon by Napoleon 
to give their opinions on the proposed questions. The legislative body 
was not then in session. Whilst the debates were thus protracted in 
the political bodies of tbe state, so great was the impatience of the 
military, that the garrison of Paris had resolved to proclaim their chief, 
as Emperor, at the first review; and Murat, governor of the city, was 
obliged to assemble the officers at his house, and bind them by T a promise 
to restrain the troops. The spirit of the army at Boulogne was soon 
afterwards manifested, by their 'voting the erection of a colossal statue 
of Napoleon, in bronze, to be placed in the midst of the camp. Every 
soldier subscribed a portion of his pay for the purpose; but there was 
a want of bronze. Soult, who presided over the completion of the 
undertaking, went, at the head of a deputation, to Napoleon, and said, 
“ Sire, lend me the bronze, and I will repay it in enemy’s cannon, at 
the first battle and he kept liis word. 
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The motion “ that the First Consul should he invested with the he- 
reditary power, under the title of Emperor,” was brought forward in 
the tribunate by M. Curee. It was combated by five or six members ; 
Carnot, in particular, making an eloquent speech against it, which he 
concluded by declaring that, “ though he opposed, on grounds of con- 
science, the alteration of government which had been proposed, he would, 
nevertheless, give it his unlimited obedience, should it be adopted by 
the nation.” The measure met with very little opposition in the senate. 
Volney, Gregoire, Sieyes, and Lajuinais, voted against it; Cabanis and 
Praslin, with a few others, declined voting. An address was accord- 
ingly drawn up, beseeching the First Consul to yield to the wishes of 
the nation. Meanwhile, registers for the reception of votes were opened 
ill every parish of France, and a return of upwards of tluee million, 
five hundred thousand for the measure, and about two thousand against 
it, shewed that public opinion was in its favour. On the 18th of May, 
1804, the members of the senate went in a body from Paris to St. 
Cloud, to present their address. Cambaceres, as president of the 
senate, read the speech, and declared the number of votes registered 
by the people. Having concluded, he proclaimed Napoleon Bonaparte 
Emperor of the French, the assembled senators immediately responding 
with a simultaneous shout of “ Vive V Evipereur” Napoleon, who was 
visibly affected, replied in a few words, that “ he accepted the empire, 
in order that he might labour for the happiness of the French.” The 
senate then proceeded to the apartments of Josephine, to congratulate 
her on her new dignity. She was surrounded by the sisters of Napoleon, 
whose looks were expressive of satisfaction, mixed with some embar- 
rassment at their sudden .elevation to royal rank. The natural grace 
and dignity of Josephine never failed her on any occasion of her life ; 
and, on this, effectually concealed the sad forebodings of an aching heart. 
The sound of cannon immediately announced the news to the city of 
Paris. It created little sensation : there were some illuminations, some 
cavils, some caricatures and lampoons; but nothing that was present 
seemed materially altered by what had happened, and the Parisians 
were tired of discussing abstract principles. 

The constitution of the empire'was as follows : — The imperial power 
was declared hereditary in the person of Napoleon, and the male line 
of Ins direct descendants. Failing these, Napoleon might adopt the 
sons or grandsons of his brothers, in such order as he chose. In default 
of these, Joseph and Louis Bonaparte were declared lawful heirs of the 
empire ; Lucien and Jerome being excluded, because they had married 
contrary to the wish of Napoleon. The members of the Bonaparte 
family were declared princes of the blood. The imperial was the sole 
hereditary power in France. All other offices in the state were elective, 
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or accorded to ment * There were two chambers, the senate and the 
legislative body The tnbunate w as suppressed The constitution of the 
council of state remained the same as under the consulate , and the ex 
cellence of that constitution supplied, as far as such a void can be sup- 
plied, the want of a popular assembly “ In the absence of an effective 
tribune, says Thibandeau, “which a constitutional government would 
liaie given to Trance, never did the head of an empire possess a council 
so enlightened, or where all questions relating to administratis e and civil 
order were discussed with more frankness and independence In the 
absence of that tribune, winch would have expressed public opinion, 
ne\ei was the head of an empire better able to guess what was the 
truth concerning public opinion, nor better able to read its characters, 
and to profit sometimes by its correctness, sometimes even by its errors 
The council of state was, as before, nominated by the Emperor The 
system of election had been remodelled dunng the consulate, and was 
continued in the empire Assemblies of cantons had been instituted, com 
posed of all the domiciliated citizens in each canton These assemblies 
nominated the members of the electoral colleges, from imongst whom 
the members of the legislative body and the senate w ere to be chosen 
To be eligible as \ member of the electoral college of cither degree, 
the possession of property, or the fact of being a member of the legion 
of honour, was requisite At every vacancy, the colleges chose two 
candidates for the vacant office, whether legislator or senator One of 
these two candidates was finally chosen by the head of the state T he 
grand council was an appointment of the empire It consisted of 
Joseph Bonaparte, who was named grind elector, Louis Bonaparte, 
high constable , Cambacerts, arch chancellor, and Lebrun, arch tret 
surer Eighteen generals were raised to the rank of marshals of the 
empire they were, Bertluer, Murat, Moncey, Jourdan, Masse na, Au 
gereau, Bemadotte, Soult, Brune, Lannes, Mortier, Ney, Davoust, 
Bcssieres, Kellermann, Lefevre, Pcrignon, and Scrruncr Duroc was 
named grand marshal of the palace , Caulaincourt, master of the horse, 
Bertluer, grand huntsman, and the Count Stgur, a nobleman of tin 
old court, master of the ceremonies M Marct was continued in Jus 
oflicc of secretary Boumennc had been dismissed before Napoleon be- 
came consul for life The cause of lus disgrace seems to have been some 
money transaction, which excited in Napoleon’s mind the suspicion tint 
his secretary took advantage of lus situation to produce variations in 
the funds Napoleon, however, sent for him shortly after the establish 
ment of the empire, and had a long and friendly interview with lum 

• The senate I resented n memorial to Vnpoleon requesting that ll e pfllei of sriutor 
might be mid red hereditorv , but he nullified the proposal 
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On the 27th of May, Napoleon received (he oa(h of (ho wnutlo, llio 
constituted bodies, the learned corporations, and the troops of (lie gnv- 
rison of Paris. 

Louis XVIII. immediately addressed a protest to all the sovereign)? 
of Europe against the usurpation of Napoleon. Eon die, who w/ih (lie 
first that heard of this document, immediately communicated (he intel- 
ligence to the Emperor, with a view to prepare him for giving timely 
orders to watch over those who might attempt its circulation ; hut great 
was his surprise on receiving directions to have (he whole inserted in 
“ The Moniteur” the following morning, where it actually appeared. 
This was all the notice taken of the matter by Napoleon., 

The 14th of July was celebrated this year hy a splendid ceremony. 
The members of the legion of honour took the oath proscribed hy the 
new constitution; and the first distribution of the crosses of the order 
was made on that day, in the Hotel of the Invalids, the Emperor and 
Empress appearing in public, for the first time, in regal pomp. 

Bourrienne, who was present, and who declares that the enthusiasm 
of the immense assemblage defies description, details his own feelings 
very naturally, “ What a singular train of ideas,” he says, “ was called 
up into my mind, when I beheld my former comrade at the school of 
Brienne, seated upon an elevated throne, surrounded hy his brilliant 
staff, the great dignitaries of his empire — his ministers and marshals’” 
Two clays afterwards the Emperor left Paris for Boulogne, to preside 
over the same ceremony in the army. The Emperor’s tent was pitched 
on a rising ground, in the midst of a large plain, where a hundred 
thousand men were drawn up. The standards taken at Lodi, hr cola, 
Hivoli, the Pyramids, Aboukir, and Marengo, formed the back '/round 
of the tent: an immense crown of laurels uncounted it. When 
leon appeared, two thousand drums heat the charge. Jfe pronounced 
the words of the oath in a loud voice, and was answered hy a rimub- 
taneous and deafening' burst of acclamations from the assembled multi- 
tude. The distribution c£ the crosses then took place. Fortune teemed 
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their escape frem the dcp6t for English prisoners of nar at Verdun 
nml had contrived to subsist at Boulogne till they had constructed a little 
ioat, or rather raft, of small pieces of wood, put together as uell as 
they could manage, with no tools hut their lames. It was about four 
feet nide, and icry little longer, and colored with sail-cloth. Sechm 
an English frigate off the coast, they had perched themselves on their 
frail float, and put to sea, though nearly certain of being shot if they 
were taken, or of being drowned if they got off. They hid hardly gone 
a hundred fm longs, when they were perceiml by the custom-house 



officers, who brought them back. The Emperor, hearing of this extraor- 
dinary attempt, ordered the men and their boat-raft to be brought before 
him. Courage and energy were always irresistible attractions to him. 
“ Is it possible,” said lie, looking at the sort of nut-shell to which they 
had trusted tlicir li\es, “ that you meant to crow the sea in that ?” “If 
your Majesty doesn’t b elide it,” said one of them, ° on I) giic ns Ica\e, 
and you shall soon see us afloat,” “ I will,” said the Emperor; u you 
are hold, enterprising men, I admire courage where'er I meet with 
it. But you shall not risk your lues. You are at liberty; nnd I will 
base you corn eyed on board an English ship. When you return to 
London, say how I esteem bra\c men, c\en when they are my enemies,” 
This ostentation, accompanying the generous act, is rather n draw hick 
to admiration; neicrthclc*s, Napoleon not only kept his word, but sent 
them off with scicral pieces of gold in tlicir pockets. Bapp, and the 
nidc-de-camps standing round, were not a little nstom-died at the intirest 
excited by* two poor sailors, who would otherwise June been shot ns spies. 
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It was universally believed at Paris, (hat the ostensible object of th 
Emperors visit to Boulogne was only a pretext, and that the invasio 
of England was to be immediately attempted. The same idea ha 
spread through the army, but, on the contrary, the scheme was larlhe 
than ever from its accomplishment. The different squadrons of th 
flotilla had indeed increased to an immense force, and the army wa 
in the finest condition; but the difficulty of bringing round the ships c 
war to cover the landing, was more and more apparent, as the uncon 
querable power of the English navy became more unequivocally ex 
pressed, and as the keen foresight of Napoleon perceived signs of ai 
approaching continental war. Tie bad, however, attained two object 
by the accumulation of power now effected on the coast. He had kep 
England in perpetual alarm, and thus occupied a portion of the energic 
that would otherwise have been employed mischievously against him 
and he had concentrated, without exciting suspicion, an immense army 
ready to act wherever he might choose, in the event of hostilities bein' 
renewed. 

Besides attention to the multifarious concerns of the army, severa 
important measures were originated by Napoleon while he remainei 
at Boulogne. lie arranged a new form of discipline for the Poly 
technic School, which he now placed entirely under military regula 
tions — a very doubtful improvement; the school, however, maintain 
its reputation to the present, day. lie also, at this time, instituted flu 
decennial prizes. These were nine in number, of the value of fou 
hundred pounds each, to be given every ten years, dating from the lStl 
Brumaire, of the year 1799. All works of science, literature, and th< 
arts, all useful inventions, all establishments devoted to the progress o 
agriculture or manufactures, published, known, or formed in the inlerva 
between each term, might contend for these prizes. 

It had been arranged that Josephine should meet the Emperor ii 
Belgium, and proceed with him on a tour to the principal cities of thal 
part of the empire. She joined him at the castle of Lackcn, which hac 
been repaired, and newly furnished with great magnificence. They pro- 
ceeded together to Aix-la-Chapelle. Here they received the congratu- 
lations of the ambassadors of Austria, Portugal, and Naples, on behah 
of their respective sovereigns. Spain' had already sent an embassy. 
The various princes of the German empire paid their court in person 
England, Russia, and Sweden stood aloof. ■ 

It was during this journey that Napoleon read Madame de S tael's 
“ Delphine,” which was just published. The work gave him fresh 
offence, and was the cause- of her continued exile from Paris, probably 
on account of its attacks, open or implied, on the Catholic religion. 
The remarks which Napoleon made, in his ill humour, are very cliarac- 
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teristic. “ I do not like women who make men of themselves,” said lie, 
"any more than I like effeminate men. There is a proper part for every 
one to play in the world. What does all this vagrancy of imagination 
mean? What is the result of it? Nothing. It is all sentimental 
metaphysics, and disorder of the mind.” 

Not satisfied with placing himself on a par with the legitimate 
sovereigns of Europe, in titles and dignities, Napoleon had resolved to 
outstrip them all in the solemnity of his coronation, which should be 
distinguished by a circumstance of honour, such as had been beyond 
the reach of any of them to secure. He determined that no less a 
dignitary than the Pope himself should crown him; and instead of pre- 
paring to set off for Rome for the purpose, as Charlemagne, in his da}, 
had clone, he invited Pins VII. to visit Paris. It was from Mcntz that 
the embassy was despatched to negociate this affair. It was successful. 
The Pope, indeed, had no choice hut to comply ; and' being a most 
finished gentleman, he complied with the best grace. The Emperor 
returned to Paris in October, after an absence of three months. 


The Pope left Rome in the beginning of November. lie wan receiveu 
everywhere on his journey vc ith the greatest veneration. The precipices 
of the Alps had been secured by parapets, nt the express orders of the 
Emperor, wherever they could expose the venerable pontiff to danger, 
or even apprehension. On the 2.1th of November he reached Jmitamo 
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Mean. .Hove lie was mot by live Emperor, who, to avoid the ceremony 
of a formal reception of his holiness, lmd contrived a hunting party in the 
forest, and accidentally came upon the road on horseback, with his reti- 
nue, at the moment the Pope’s carriage was arriving. The Emperor dis- 
mounted, and, uncovering his head, received iiis holiness, who immediately 
alighted with every mark of respect. They then proceeded to the palaec 
of Fontainebleau in the Emperor’s carriage. The manoeuvre by which 
Napoleon got over the difficult point of precedence is sufliciently amus- 
ing. It is thus given by Savary : — “ The Pope had got out at the left 
door, in his white costume. The ground was dirty: he did not like to step 
upon it with his white silk shoes, but was obliged to do so at last. The 
Emperor’s carriage, which bad been purposely driven up, was advanced 
a few paces, as if from the carelessness of the driver ; but men were 
posted to bold the two doors open. After tile meeting bad taken place, 
the Emperor took the right door, and an oflicer of the court handed 
the Pope to the left; so that they entered the carriage by the two doors 
at the same time. The Emperor naturally sealed himself on the right; 
and this first step decided, without ncgociation, the etiquette to be 
observed during the whole time that the Pope was to remain at Paris.” 

Apartments were appropriated to his holiness in the Tuilcrics; and 
the bed-chamber prepared for him was fitted up precisely in the same 
maimer as his own, in the palace of Montc-Cavallo, at Pome. This 
attention, and other refined marks of respect, on the part of Napoleon, 
for a potentate on whom he had imposed a great public concession, are 
creditable to his chacraler. The Parisians, after his example, treated 
their unaccustomed guest with every possible consideration ; and his 
countenance, figure, and manner, were calculated to increase their good 


feeling towards him. 


On the 1st of December, the lists of votes in favour of the establish- 
ment of the hereditary succession of the empire in his family, were 
publicly presented by tbe senate to Napoleon. On tlie following day, 
2nd December, 1801', his coronation took place in the cathedral of Notre 
Dame. The capital was thronged with crowds of visitors from every 
part of France. The people were represented at the ceremony by 
deputations of the presidents of the cantons, the presidents of the elec- 
toral colleges, and the whole corps of the legislative body, which had 
been convoked in tbe month of October; tbe army, by deputations 
from every regiment. By all these, increased to a vast multitude of 
spectators of the highest station in the country, the walls of the splendid 
old cathedral were clothed with what a spectator has described as “ living 
tapestry,” galleries having been erected almost to tlie roof. The Pope 
first left the Tuileries ; and went in procession to the cathedral, pre- 
ceded, according to established custom, by bis chamberlain on a mule, 
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which novel sight had nearly proved destructive to all solemnity, by 
exciting the risibility of the Parisians; hut the functionary thus humbly 
mounted preserved his gravity of countenance so admirably, that he 
repressed the fatal sound which had impended. The Emperor and 
Empress, in the same open carriage, traversed Paris, through a great 
crowd of spectators, who, it is said, looked on the procession rather coldly. 
They first seated themselves with their backs to the horses, by mistake ; 
and though the error was instantly rectified, it was observed, and said to 
be u an evil omen/’ They, and their whole retinue, arrayed themselves 
in splendid robes in the archbishop’s palace, and with the long and gor- 
geous line of courtiers, marshals, and dignitaries, in gold and rich colours 
and waving plumes, gained the cathedral by a long gallery, erected for 
the purpose. At the moment the Emperor appeared in the cathedral, 
there was one simultaneous shout, which made but one explosion, 
of “ Five V JZmpereur” All was performed in order; mass was said, 
and the crown was blessed by the Pope ; but at that point the Emperor 
ceased to he submissive. Not even the supreme pontiff himself was 
permitted to place the. crown upon die head of Napoleon. It was placed 
there by his own hand; immediately removed; and again, by his own 
hand, placed on the head of Josephine ; then laid on the cushion, where 
it had rested before. “ This scene," savs Norvins, “ is a scene of yes- 
terday; yet it belongs not to outage. We can scarcely believe our- 
selves the contemporaries of events* so strange and so unlike our time." 

The action which superseded the ceremonial of the high religious 
functionary and “vicegerent of heaven," however extraordinary, is suf- 
ficiently intelligible, and may he regarded as the very apex of character 
in the doer. He had accomplished everything by lus own inherent 
powers ; and now that this, “ the topmost round" of all his worldly splen- 
dours, should he, even apparently, and in a mere form, conferred upon 
him by the trembling hand of an individual — an aged Ceremony ; one 
who had not in the slightest degree assisted Ins rise, or could destroy bis 
position, and whom he had caused to journey from the lofty sanctuary 
and throne of spiritual dominion to “swell the scene" of his entire 
ascendancy — seemed idle, absurd, and intolerable to his intensely prac- 
tical imagination. His action was a direct abnegation of “ divine right" 
and “ legitimacy.” He felt that he did not receive the crown from any 
“ vicegerent," as the gift from the pontifical hand might he supposed to 
infer, hut that it was the consequence of lus own mortal energies arid 
deeds on earth. The act, however, is not likely to have been one of 
momentary impulse, or Impatience, as some writers aver; we should 
rather conjecture that — as in the case of his first interview nith the 
pope — the movements of the whole scene had been pre-arranged by 
Napoleon, 
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The Emperor took his coronation oath with his hand on the -Scrip- 
tures. Te Deum was sung. The heralds proclaimed that “ the thrice 
glorious and thrice august Napoleon, Emperor of the French, was 
crowned and installed;” and so ended the pageant. “Those who re- 
member having beheld it,” says Scott, “ must now doubt whether they 
were waking, or whether fancy had framed a vision so dazzling in its 
appearance, so extraordinary in its origin and progress, and so ephe- 
meral in its endurance.” On the same day, Louis XVIII., then living 
at Calmar, drew up a declaration to the French people, in which he 
swore “ never to break the sacred bond which united his destiny to 
theirs; never to renounce the inheritance of his ancestors, or to re- 
linquish his rights.” 

A singular incident, no less characteristic of the chief actor in these 
events than all that has been recorded, occurred just before the coro- 
nation. In detailing it, we must go back to some of those earlier scenes 
of his life, which, the anecdote we are about to relate proves were then 
rushing into his memory, excited probably by the sight of Josephine, the 
object of the ardent passion of his youth, now beside him in the robes 
of an Empress. It will be remembered, that when Josepliine accepted 
him as her husband, he was very poor ; neither of them, indeed, were 
rich enough to keep a carriage, and they frequently walked out together. 
They had gone one day to the house of M. Raguideau, a lawyer, in 
whom Josephine placed great confidence, the express purpose of her 
visit being to acquaint him of her intention to marry the young general 
of artillery. Napoleon waited for her hr an. outer room, while she held 
this conversation. The lawyer strongly dissuaded Madame de Beau- 
harnois from her imprudent marriage. “ You are going to take a very 
wrong step,” said he, “ and you will be sorry for it. Can you be so 
mad as to marry a young man who has nothing but his cloak and his 
sword?” The door of the -ante-room was imperfectly closed, and the 
words reached the young man in question, who had an uncommonly 
“ fine ear.” Napoleon never told Josepliine that he had heard this piece 
of advice given to her, which proved as fruitless as advice generally 
does in such circumstances ; nor did she ever mention it to him. Her 
astonishment was therefore great, when, after putting on the imperial 
robes, and when they were just on the point of leaving the arch- 
bishop’s palace to proceed in state to the cathedral to assume the 
crown, Napoleon desired that M. Raguideau should be sent for. S till 
more was she surprised when the low-bowing lawyer appeared, and the 
Emperor, addressing him abruptly, but with humorous gravity, said, 
“Well, Raguideau, have I nothing but my cloak and my sword now?” 
This story, which looks like a fabrication, is, nevertheless, perfectly 
authentic. 


v v 



346 


THE HISTORY OF 


The grand military ceremony of distributing to the army the imperial 
eagles in lieu of the national colours, took place on the day following 
the coronation. The deputations of every regiment were then assembled 
on the Champ de Mars, where Napoleon was seated on a throne, erected 
in front of the military school, the scene of his boyhood. At a ghen 
signal, the columns closed, and approached him. He then rose, gave 
orders for the distribution of the eagles, and then addressed the troops 
in these words : — ■** Soldiers, behold your colours ! these eagles will 
always he your rallying-point. They will always be where jour Em- 
peror may think them necessary for the defence of his throne and his 
people. Swear to sacrifice your lives to defend them; and by your 
courage to keep them constantly in the path of victory, — sn ear !” Those 
who were witnesses of the enthusiasm with which this address was an- 
swered, have declared their utter inability to comey any impression of 
it by description. The enthusiasm was not called fortli ■without a cause. 
On that day, Mr. Pitt signed the treaty of Stockholm, and paid a subsidy 
to Sweden, to enable that country to commence hostilities against 
Prance. This was the first step of the new continental uar. Tiio 
ministry of police was re-established at tins period, Fouche again re- 
ceiving the appointment. The Emperor, naturally foreseeing the neces- 
sity of his own absence from Paris, in the impending war, thought this 
subtle statesman might be once more necessary to preserve the public 
tranquillity, and detect any cabals in fa\our of the Bourbons. 

The year 1804 terminated with the opening of the legislate e bodj ; 
on which occasion the Emperor presided, and deli\ered a speech. He 
was warmly applauded when he energetically pronounced the following 
words- “ My object is not to extend the territory of France, hut to 
maintain that territory inviolate.” 
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The year 1805 had scarcely begun, 
when the Emperor Alexan- 
der plainly shewed that his 
refusal to recognise the new 
title of Napoleon, was to he 
followed up by active hostili- 
ties against France. Russian, 
fleets menaced Italy, landed 
troops on the Ionian islands, 
and appeared to he prepar- 
ing to act in concert with the 
English ; others passed the 
Sound and the Dardanelles. 
Sweden had already mani- 
fested ill-will towards Napo- 
leon ; Turkey, influenced by 
The French ambassadors were 


Russia, now refused to acknowledge him. 
obliged to leave the courts of Constantinople and St. Petersburg. 
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While enemies thus sprung up around Prance, Great Britain had 
irritated Spain to the utmost, by committing aggressions against its 
commerce and shipping. The Spanish government, in consequence, 
declared war against England, and became the active ally of Napoleon; 
engaging to aid him with thirty ships of war, and Eve thousand men. 

At this moment, when the coming storm darkened over Europe, 
Napoleon made an effort to avert its fury, similar to that which he had 
made six years before. He addressed the King of England by letter, 
proposing a peace. The time he chose was so far favourable to the 
chance of success, that, in consequence of the Spanish alliance, his navy 
was greatly increased, and with it, the greater probability of attempting 
the long-meditated invasion of England; a peace, therefore, which would 
have relieved England from the necessity of standing perpetually on its 
guard, might, under ordinary circumstances, have appeared desirable. 
But it is scarcely possible to believe that, after all the events of the last 
war, and of the short peace, Napoleon could expect any amicable result 
from such an overture. He must have learned before this period, that 
the sovereigns of Europe warred against him for a principle, which they 
would never relinquish while the power to contend for its re-establish- 
ment remained. Probably the chief object of this letter was to display 
before the w’orld tlie true cause of the renewal of war; it is, therefore, 
not so interesting as his former one, which was written in the sincerity 
of a belief, which time and experience must have driven from In's mind 
before he wrote the second. He commenced with the words, “ Sir, my 
brother;" sufficient of themselves to irritate a king who had refused to 
acknowledge his title. The expressions which follow are all forcible 
and emphatic. “ France and England," he says, “ abuse their prospe- 
rity. They may struggle for ages. But will their governments thus 
fulfil the most sacred of their duties? And, so much blood uselessly 
spilt, will it not rise up in accusation against them? I attach no dis- 
honour to taking the first step in tins matter. 1 have sufficiently, I 
think, proved to the world that I fear none of the chances of war.” Uc 
concluded with, “ May your majesty believe in the sincerity of the 
sentiments I have expressed, and my desire to gne proofs of this sin- 
cerity." He was answered by an official dispatch from Lord Muigrave, 
secretary of state for foreign affims, to Talleyrand, acknowledging the 
receipt, by his majesty, of a letter addressed to him by the “ Head of 
the French Government," and declaring, that Great Britain could not 
make a precise reply to the proposal of peace intimated in Napoleon* 
letter, without a previous communication with her nllies on the con- 
tinent, and in particular the Emperor of Russia. V nr was, therefore, 
evidently at hand. 
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Lord Mulgrave’s letter was dated the 14tli of January. Five days 
afterwards, the treaty between England and Russia was completed ; in 
which they bound themselves to co-operate in forming a league on the 
continent, to reduce France to the limits of 1792, by forcing its govern- 
ment to relinquish all the conquests and acquisitions made since that 
period. A secret assurance was given by Russia that Austria would 
join this league, and both powers well knew that the neutrality of 
Prussia depended on the events of the war, and would he turned into 
hostility against France, should evil fortune attend its arms. Count 
Cobentzel, minister for Austria, meanwhile remained at Paris, and no 
outward demonstration of animosity took place ; hut the proceedings of 
the French Emperor, and more particularly his increasing ascendancy 
in Italy, were jealously watched. 

When the English ministry brought forward the motion in parlia- 
ment, that “ a sum, not exceeding three million five hundred thousand 
pounds, he granted to his majesty, to enable him to enter into such en- 
gagements, and take such measures, as the exigencies of affairs demand 
the members of the opposition began to question the grounds on which 
a continuance of hostilities, and of such consequent heavy expenditure, 
were justified. Mr. Fox decidedly expressed the opinion, that, “ instead 
of declining to treat, we should have offered to France reasonable terms 
of peace;” while Mr. Grey (afterwards Lord Grey) reminded the House, 
that thirty millions had already been added to the capital of our debt 
since the commencement of the war. Loud complaints were also made 
against the ministry for their sudden attack upon Spain, by which they had 
given England an open enemy, and presented France with an useful ally. 
The ministers urged in their defence, that Spain, while pretending neu- 
trality, did in fact furnish arms and money to Napoleon ; but they were 
unable to deny that they had tacitly consented to the treaty by which Spain 
was bound to these conditions by Napoleon, as the price of its neutrality; 
and that they had permitted the fulfilment of them for a year; alleging, 
however, various examples of the like summary proceedings as precedents. 

Simultaneously with these events, a well-deserved public honour was 
rendered to Napoleon, in commemoration of the completion of his great 
work, the Civil Code. His statue, executed by Chaudet, was placed in 
the hall of the legislative body, on the 14th of January, with circum- 
stances of great magnificence and solemnity, at which he was himself 
present, together with the Empress, the imperial family, and all the 
dignitaries of the state. M. de Vaublanc, as president, afterwards 
addressed the assembly : — “ You have celebrated the completion of the 
civil code of the French nation,” he said, “ by an act of admiration and 
of gratitude. You have decreed. a_statu- ' — trious prince by 

whose firm and constant will t 1 uled V* 
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to its termination, while his own great mind lias spread the clearest light 
over this noble part of human institutions. First Consul then, Emperor 
of the French now; he appears in the temple of the laws, his head 
encircled with that triumphal crown which victory has so frequently 
placed there, presaging to him a hingly diadem.” 



We arc apt to think, and with sufficient reason, that the usual tone 
of French eulogistic orator y is turgid and extravagant s hut no one 
refuse a due sympathy trill, the occasion ™ quest. on. I ts 
which now bears his name, was only a portion, however, of the »tje 
which the Emperor had in view. “The good produced by the ut™ 
a ! ion of the -Code Napoleon' is well known," says IW Napoleon 
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Louis Bonaparte, in his late enthusiastic and highly interesting work 
(‘ c Des Idees Napoleoniennes”) ; “ it had placed many parts of the legis- 
lation in harmony with the principles of the revolution, and considerably 
diminished the number of law-suits, by simplifying causes. But this 
code did not satisfy the desire of the Emperor; he projected an uni- 
versal one, which should include all the laws of the country within 
itself, and which should enable him to proclaim, once for all, as null 
and void, every law which was not inscribed in that single code. * For,’ 
added he, when talking on this subject, ‘by means of some old edicts of 
Chilperic or Pharamond, disinterred for the occasion, there is no one 
who is able to say, that he is perfectly secure against being duly and 
lawfully hanged.’ ” This further work he had not time to accomplish. 
While regretting that France has been deprived of so great an advan- 
tage, we cannot forbear quoting another passage from the recent pub- 
lication of his nephew. “ If,” says he, “ the soul of Napoleon can 
still take note of the agitations and judgments which circulate here 
below, may he not answer, to those who accuse him of any falling short, 

‘ All that I did for the interior prosperity of France, I did in the short 
intervals of battles ; but you, who blame me, what have you done during 
twenty-four years of profound peace ?’ ” 

A superb banquet and ball, given in honour of the Empress, at which 
the Emperor was also present, followed the ceremony which had taken 
place in the hall of the legislative body. 
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The private habits of Napoleon continued to be remarkable for sun* 
plicity and arduous attention to business Some details descnptne of 
them will be found interesting They are chiefly taken from the accounts 
given by M de Bausset, then prefect of the palace E\en morning at 
nine o dock, regularly, the Emperor came out of the intenor of lus apart* 
ments, dressed for the day The officers of the household were the first 
admitted, and received from him lus different orders Immediately 
afterwards the grand entries were introduced, consisting of persons of 
the highest rank, who were entitled to this privilege either by their 
functions or by special favour Napoleon addressed each person in turn, 
and listened good naturedly to all that was said to him the round being 
made, he bowed, and every one withdrew Sometimes those who lnd 
any particular request to make, remained alone with him a few minutes 
after the others At half an hour after nine the breakfast was sen ed 
The prefect of tl e palace went before lum into the saloon where he was 
to breakfast, and there waited on him, assisted by the first maitrc d hotel 
Napoleon breakfasted on a small mahogany stand, coiered with a napkin 
Temperate as ever man was, the breakfast of the Emperor often listed 
not more than eight or ten minutes, blit when he felt on inclination to 
ft close the doors, as he sometimes said, laughing, the breakfast lasted long 
enough, and then nothing could surpass the easy gaiety and grace of Jus 
conversation His expressions were rapid, pointed, and picturesque He 
often received, during breakfast time, a few mdiuduals, m whose society 
he had the greatest pleasure, among whom might he mentioned particu 
larly, Monge, Berthollet, Costay, Denon, lus physician Comsart, and 
the celebrated David, Gerard, Isabey , Talma, and others 

Having returned to his cabinet, Napoleon applied lumsclf to business, 
and received the ministers and directors general, who attended with tlicir 
portfolios These different occupations lasted till siv in the evening, and 
were never broken in upon except on the days of the councils of the 
ministers, and the councils of state, which latter frequently lasted from 
nine m the morning till five in the evening (< Napoleon sometimes gaic 
notice of lus intention to he at the meeting , says M Pelet de la Lore re, 

4t at other times he entered unexpectedly, the sound of the drum on the 
Tuilcnes stairs giung the first intimation of his approach His cham- 
berlain went before, while lus aide de camp on duty followed, and both 
took their station behind him His sent was raised one step aboie the 
floor at the end of the room, and remained always in its place, isen when 
lie was absent with the army , and on those occasions the arch chancellor, 
seated on the right of the sacont chair, presided Business proceeded 
hut slowly when Napoleon presided, for he sometimes sunk into a 
profound, mene, during which the di cu*sion of course languished , and 
at other times lie wandered far from the subject These pohbca! 
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digressions, however, were full of interest, as they often betrayed the 
internal state of his mind, or let out the secret of his intended projects." 

The dinner was regularly served up at six o’clock. At the Tuilcries, 
or at St. Cloud, their majesties dined alone, except on Wednesdays, 
when the ministers dined with them ; and on Sundays, when they were 
joined by the whole of the imperial family. The dinner consisted but 
of one course, prolonged by the dessert ; the simplest dishes were pre- 
ferred by Napoleon : the only wine he drank was Chamberlin, and he 
seldom drank it pure, and never tasted spirits or liqueurs. The dinner 
lasted ordinarily from a quarter of an hour to twenty minutes; and 
immediately it was over he retired, with the Empress, to the drawing- 
room, whence, having taken one cup of coffee, he soon returned into his 
cabinet to pursue his labours ; the Empress at the same time descending 
to her own apartments, where she found the ladies of honour in attend- 
ance, and received the visits of her guests. Napoleon often joined this 
evening circle, sometimes mixing in the conversation with ease and 
gaiety; sometimes, absorbed in thought, he remained apart in a silence 
which no one dared to interrupt. Bourrienne tells us that Napoleon 
possessed the talent of Ids country for extempore recitation, and was fond 
of acting as an improvisatore. He would occasionally, on these evenings, 
give the reins to his vivid imagination and his love of the marvellous, and 
invent brief romances, which were always of a fearful description. JTe 
liked, on these occasions, to have the room dimly lighted. Led away by 
his subject, he would pace the saloon with hasty strides, the intonations 
of his voice varying according to the characters he brought on the scene; 
his action, look, and gesture appropriately accompanying every change in 
his impassioned and rapidly delivered tale. His auditors had no need to 
feign terror ; he inspired it unavoidably. On one occasion which is de- 
scribed, he produced so violent an excitement as to make some of the 
ladies shriek with horror ; but, like a consummate actor, he continued 
his recital without appearing to notice the interruption. It was not 
often, however, that the Emperor remained long among the guests of the 
drawing-room. He usually left them abruptly, to return to his cabinet, 
where the officers on duty attended his evening levee, and received 


his orders for next day. 

The uniformity of this life was broken only occasionally, by the 
theatre, a concert, or the chase. At Fontainebleau, Hamboui ilet, or 
Compiegne, where he went to hunt, a tent was always set up in the 
forest, to which all the party was invited: the ladies coming out in their 
carriages, and eight or ten persons were usually asked to dine, Th e 
whole economy of the household was regulated with the most exact care 
by the grand-marshal Dnroc, superintended by the Emperor. 7*he court 


was alwavs brilliant and in the best taste: but there 
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" It sometimes happened,” says Hazlitt, “ that Napoleon, prc- 
occupied with the affairs of state, rose from breakfast or dinner, for da }s 
together, without a word having been said. But such occurrences were 
rare ; and even when his brow was serious and Ins bps silent, he still 
shewed himself just, polite, and kind. Few persons (according to the 
best testimony) have, in private, possessed more equability of temper, 
and greater gentleness of manners.” Without wishing to invalidate this 
general testimony, some tremendous exceptions are recorded with equal 
authenticity. 



The Pope remained at Paris for some time after the coronation. A 
coolness arose between him and Napoleon, before his departure, in con- 
sequence of a desire, on the part of his holiness, for an accession of 
territory in return for his services and concessions. Ilut to this the 
Emperor would on no account agree; his object being, on the contrary, 
to confine the jurisdiction of the Pop c, more and more, to spiritual affairs 
only, with a view to promoting Isis favourite object of forming Italy into 
one vmdivided state. Pius VII. concealed his discontent, and even con- 
sented to give his pontifical sen ices a second time to the imperial family. 
The infant son of Louis Bonaparte was christened by him at St. Cloud 
on the 9, 1th of March, IS05, receiving the name of Napoleon Louts. The 
Emperor acted as godfather to the young prince, who has lately given « 
testimony of the reverence in which ho holds the memory of his illustrious 
relath c/in the work from which we have recently made some extract*. 
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trith the military school , 7! i,V, 1 rem<!mI,e '*d wry one connected 
their advancing 8 ff ecte d fctl *“• ** “ 

thr 1 emte y h& >g » «*>» fought with the memories of other days 
£4r*-— -faff- ptesent themself 

ever does it *^ W 7*" m the m ™ te t details; but seldom or 
eter does it occur to us that wo ourselves are changed, far more per- 

haps, than the walls and streets the tills and fields, the old tree- JtL 
inn Off lanes. Without including those changes which may, or 
may not, have transpired in our particular feelings and general lone of 
thought, how little of the same external appearance often remains in 
those who notice with pain the absence of certain inanimate thing?, 
associated with former years, and who dwell on the slightest changes 
observable in their visible forms. The Emperor Napoleon — after long 
absence, employed in rapidly alternating scenes of revolutions, wars, 
deep policies , enlarged designs, splendours, and triumphs, and, now on 
his way to the assumption of a second regal diadem — visits the scenes 
of Ms early youth, and feels a saddened wonder at every trilling crenl 
artel local change winch has occurred to them during the same interval. 
The slight-limbed, spate-bodied, diminutive boy at Bricnnc, with lean 
and thoughtful face, and long straight hair, bearing — beneath a cold, nn- 
commumcative , solitary habit and demeanour — the secret germ of fiery 
ardours and concentric will, presented the subject for a portrait such as 
rarely occurs to task the artist s hand $ an adequate representation, perhaps, 
defying the powers of any single point of view, might lime required the 
several labours of both painters and sculptors, more especially m latter 
years. Of the early periods, however, no sort of authentic likeness or 
sketch is probably extant; and we arc, therefore, left to imagine, from 
i vague verbal accounts, and from subsequent portraitures, what the face 
and general expression must have been, of the youth who was destined to 
revolutionise the greater part of Europe, and change the chronological 
emblems seated upon so many of her thrones. The next phase in I 'c 
personal appearance of Napoleon, may be viewed with Ms first possession 
of command, and successful display of character and mihtaty gemu* and 
skill, at tl.e siege of Toulon. We should think that the figore >n the 
engraving of " Battciie des Homines sans Peut,'tn«« prv«t.t a in t, 
dose approximation to his externa! appearance at the torn. Th» S„mv 
represini a alight, sharps, outline, hard a, if shaped from cel-^ 
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tlie destiny which is poured in a hail of death-shot upon the heads of 
all around, in their frightfully close opposition to the enemy’s batteries. 
Again,, we find a change in the personal appearance of Napoleon when 
he had become general of the army of Italy; but not so much in figure 
or face as in expression. To- the cool self-possession, and settled purpose 
of look and bearing, for which he was previously remarkable, was added 
the ease, no less than the distant air of habitual and unquestionable 
authority, in one who had ceased to lend his hand, except on extraor- 
dinary occasions, to the details of war, or open his mind to share its 
councils. But, without any essential change in physiognomical and 
general external appearance, a considerable difference, in a pictorial 
sense, was presented by Napoleon during the campaign in Egypt. 
Up to this time, he had worn his hair long; and, if we are to credit 
the various portraits, in loose ringlets, or careless waves; but the ter- 
rible heat of the climate quickly warned liim of the disadvantage as 
to comfort, besides the dangers of a brain fever, and his long locks 
were forthwith cut close to his head. He ever after wore his hair 
very short: its subsequent thin quantity, indeed, would lead us to 
conjecture that the influence of the climate of Egypt had rendered 
his future appearance, in tlus respect, involuntary. Napoleon was ex- 
tremely spare-bodied and sinewy, up to about the age of five or six and 
thirty; but, after attaining the imperial dignity, his presentiment as to 
corpulency began to be realised. Notwithstanding tlus tendency, how- 
ever, no less unfavourable to symmetry than health, his person was greatly 
admired by artists, as displaying many fine proportions, especially in the 
beauty of the hands, and the legs and feet. Of the fine classical character 
of his head and features, little need be said, as the pictures, and par- 
ticularly the busts of him, may be considered sufficiently correct data for 
the studies of physiognomists, and for general judgment; there can be no 
doubt, however, of the truth of the statements of several who were long 
accustomed to be near him, under many extraordinary, no less than or- 
dinary circumstances, that of the rapid versatility and marked characters 
of expression, no painter or sculptor could convey any adequate idea. 
But of his power, under peculiar circumstances, of “ discharging all 
expression from his face,” and thus presenting a pale and solemn blank to 
the scrutinizer, as of something past, an “unknown” sculpture from the 
antique would perhaps be the best comparison ; while of his habitual, 
fixed calm, amidst great tumults, the mask, taken from his face after 
his death, may give, we should imagine, a tolerably correct impression ; 
and one — by its countless associations, no less than its isolated fact — not 
easily to be forgotten. 

Proceeding to Lyons, the Emperor and Empress were received 
with all the magnificence that rich city, the trade of which, had been 
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Taised by Napoleon from something like ruin, could display in their 
honour. At Turin, they were met by the Pope, and remained there some 
days. They also rested for a short time at Alessandria; and, while 
there, Napoleon formed the resolution, which he afterwards carried into 
effect, to convert that city into a great military depot' and fortified place, 
of immense strength, for which its natural advantages afforded every 



'facility. On. the route to Milan, the Emperor visited the field of battle 
on which be bad re-conquered Italy five years before. He collected all 
the troops in that part of the country, to the number of thirty thousand, 
on tlm plain of Marengo, and appeared among them on horseback, in the 
same coat and hat which lie had worn in the action; and which — with that 
stron" tendency to experience pleasure in the association of memory, 
thought, and feeling, with visible and tangible objects, place, and time, for 
which he was remarkable— he had brought from Paris for tins express 
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purpose. It was observed that the moths had paid no more respect to 
the dress thus suggestive of heroic deeds, than to any common-place 
garment, for it was musty and full of holes; hut this did not prevent. 
Napoleon from wearing it. He reviewed the troops, and distributed 
crosses of the legion of honour, with the same ceremonies which had been 
observed on the Champ de Mars, and the same return of enthusiastic 
devotion on the part of the troops. Fresh recollections of Desaix, the 
friend whom he had lost on this very spot, arose with the scene. He had 
already erected a monument in the hospital of the Great St. Bernard, to 
the memory of the brave who fell at Marengo. lie now resolved that 
the remains of Desaix should be carried to the same spot, and de- 
posited beneath the monument, on the occasion of its solemn inaugu- 
ration, which he intended should take place, under the direction of 
Denon. He gave orders to this effect, and formed a small column of 
men, chosen from every regiment, of Italy, together with a civil depu- 
tation of Italians, to carry the honoured remains from Milan to St. 
Bernard. Savarv alone, to whom Napoleon had confided the charge of 
embalming the body, after the battle, knew where it had since remained ; 
he, therefore, together with Denon, went to the monastery in Milan, 
which he well recollected, and where, in a sacristy, they found it, “in the 
same place,” says Savory, “ and in the same state in which I had left it 
some years before, after having had it embalmed, then put into a leaden 
coflin, then into one of copper, and lastly the whole enclosed in a 
wooden one. Since that time, the remains of General Desaix have re- 
posed on the summit of the Alps.” 

On the Stb of May, the Emperor made bis third grand entry into 
Milan. He was received with acclamations, and the greatest demon- 
strations of joy. The first event of importance after his arrival was 
the incorporation of Genoa with the French empire, an enlargement 
of its territory which excited the indignation of all the hostile powers 
of the continent. The acquisition, like that of’ the crown of Italy, 
was made to appear a gift. A deputation, headed b} r Durazzo, the 
Doge of Genoa, waited on Napoleon, with a request that he would 
incorporate the Ligurian republic with his empire. The political rea- 
sons by which he justified his acceptance of this request, will be found ! 
in portions of his reply: “ The spread of liberal ideas could alone 
have given to 3- our government that splendour which encircled it for 
many ages; but I- have already attained the conviction that you are 
unable, alone, to do an) r thing worthy of ) r ouv forefathers. Everything, 
has changed : the new principles of the dominion of the seas which the 
English have adopted, and forced other nations to adopt; the right 
of blockade, which they are able to extend at their pleasure, and which 
is only another term for extinguishing at their will the commerce of all 
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people; these circumstances offer you nothing b u t isolation in your 
independence. Where maritime independence is no longer possessed 
by a commercial people, the necessity of ranging themsehes under a 
more powerful flag commences. I will realise your wish. I will unite 
you with my great people.” The union was immediately effected, and 
the Doge of Genoa became a senator of France. 



The coronation took place in the cathedral of Milan (which owed its 
completion to Napoleon), on the 2Gth of May; Cardinal Cnprara offici- 
ating on this occasion, as the Emperor did not think fit to exact another 
act of condescension from the Pope, to whom the near neighbourhood of 
so powerful a sovereign could not be a matter of gratulation. The iron 
crown of the Lombard kings was used on the occasion. Napoleon, ns he 
had done at Paris, took it with lus own hand from the altar, and, placing 
it on his head, uttered the appointed form of words with which it was 
always assumed by its ancient owners. “ God has gben it me. Let 
him beware who would touch it.” The order of the Iron crown, with 
these words for )is motto, arose out of this ceremony. 


X Al'OLEON PON APA11TE. 


The Emperor remained at Milan till the 10l.h of June; when (leu 
Eugene Beauharnais, now his adopted son, as viceroy) he left the 
and, accompanied by the Empress, proceeded to visit the principal sc 
of his former triumphs in Italy. Marshal. Jourdan, with forty thou 
men, waited his arrival at. the camp of Castiglionc ; and here he 1 
another distribution of crosses of the legion of honour to that divisit 
the army. Proceeding by Peschicra, Verona, and the impregn 
Mantua, the Emperor arrived at Bologna. Here the Marques: 
Gallo met him, and made, on the part of Naples, fresh solicitation: 
a neutrality, and protestations of its strict observance. Here also 
state of Lucca became, by solicitation, an appendage to the imp 
family. Napoleon gave it for sovereign, his eldest sister, the Prii 
Eliza, afterwards grand duchess of Tuscany. She was a woma 
strong talents and great energy of disposition; considerably reseml 
her brother. She had offended him by marrying Bacciochi, a nati' 
Corsica, and only a captain of artillery; but seeing tire thing was d 
Napoleon .promoted her husband, and gave these extensive terriloric 
his sister, to whom ho well knew he might safely confide them. Bacc: 
shared her honours, but without interfering with her authority, 
is acknowledged to have governed both with vigour -and benefice 
having carried out important improvements in works of utility, and 
couragccl education and the arts. She retained her sovereignty until 
downfall of the empire. The chief accusations against her are, that 
was too fond of luxury, and encouraged a plurality of lovers; so 
she acquired the name of the “ Semiramis of Lucca.” After visi 
Turin, where he organised the university, the Emperor and Enq 
turned towards France, and reached Fontainebleau on the lltli of J 
whence they proceeded to Paris. 

The din of war fast succeeded to the fetes and splendours of 1 
Napoleon visited the camp at Boulogne, almost immediately upor 
return to France, and though he well knew the pressing need ol 
army on the continent, practised the troops in all the evolutions of 
descent on England, in order to deceive his eneniies. While stil 
Boulogne, he received, almost simultaneously, the intelligence that 
French admiral, Villeneuve, had utterly failed to bring his fleet rc 
to the Channel, and was blockaded by tbe English in a port of Sp 
and that an Austrian army, of ninety thousand men, bad sudd 
invaded the neutral territory of Bavaria, and compelled tbe elect 
court to leave Munich, and take refuge at Wurtzbourg. Eitlie 
these events was sufficient to break off, at once, the projected inva 
of England. The Emperor had, in a great degree, penetrated 
schemes of the allied powers, but was not prepared for tbe sue 
assumption of arms by Austria, without any declaration of wai 
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measure which Austria justified by referring to the increasing encroach- 
ments of France, in Italy. A third coalition was now formed against 
Napoleon. England paid a large subsidy to Russia; while Russia raised 
four great armies, consisting in all of one hundred and eighty thousand 
men. Of these, one hundred thousand were to march into Germany, to 
co-operate with the Austrians; a smaller division, then in Corfu, was to 
land in Naples, and advance for the purpose of acting in concert with 
the Archduke Charles; another, in conjunction with the Swedish army, 
to retake Hanover; the fourth, to observe Prussia, enforcing its neu- 
trality, or, if possible, insisting on active hostilities against France, on 
the part of that power. The Austrian army, which had invaded Bavaria, 
was commanded by General Mack; the Archduke Charles was march- 
ing in force upon the Adige. 

Napoleon was perfectly prepared for this tremendous combination 
of enemies, though taken by surprise at their sudden attack. In the 
excitement of the moment, he sent for M. Daru, then acting as inten- 
dant-general of the army. The Emperor was traversing the room with 
hasty steps when he entered: “Daru,” said lie, when he obsened his 
presence, “place yourself there, listen to me, and write.” The Em- 
peror then, without once stopping or even hesitating, dictated the entire 
campaign, now celebrated in the annals of war under the name of the 
“ campaign of Austerlitz.” He fixed the departure of every ( separate 
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corps of the army of Boulogne, as well as that which occupied Hanover 
and Holland, towards the east and south of France; the order of the 
marches, their length, the places at which the different columns should 
converge and re-unite, the surprises and attacks on the enemy, with the 
different movements to he expected of the enemy — all was foreseen, and 
a calculation made for every different probability. Such was the extra- 
ordinary correctness and precision evinced in this plan, that the army, 
which moved from an expanded line of two hundred leagues in extent, 
and advanced by a route of three hundred leagues in length, followed 
their original directions, day by day, and place by place, as far as Munich. 
Beyond that capital, the times indicated in the plan, alone required 
alteration ; the places were exactly retained, and every movement pre- 
scribed was attended with success. Perhaps there has never been dis- 
played a more wonderful instance of clearness of head and power in 
practical calculations. 

The power which he exercised over his soldiers arose from other 
qualities, no less important to Iris wonderful achievements in war. “ Na- 
poleon,” says General Foy, “ had, at the age of six -and -thirty, the 
imposing attitude of old Frederick. He went through the ranks on foot, 
and at a slow pace. The grandees of the court and the army kept 
behind at a considerable distance, that there might be no intermediate 
person between the Emperor and the soldiers. Every one approached 
him freely, and related to him the history of his grievances and his 
preten'sions. He looked at everything, answered every one, and on 
the spot satisfied well-founded claims. The cheerfulness of his look 
shewed that he was amidst his family. On those days, favours were 
showered upon the brave, and lessons of discipline given to the generals, 
sometimes to the colonels, but never lower. The troops manoeuvred ; 
and Napoleon always taught the most skilful some new secret. After the 
review, the oracles which had issued from the lips of the master of the art, 
were repeated in the camp. The men knew by heart the burning pro- 
clamations, in which so few words comprised such heroic presages. On 
the approach of danger, what was felt for him was more than admiration ; 
he was worshipped, as if he had been the tutelar deity of the army.” 

The forces of the allies might be computed at about three hundred 
thousand men; the disposable force of France, then under arms, con- 
sisted of two hundred and thirty-five thousand, — one hundred and sixty 
thousand of whom, composing the great army collected on the coast, 
were destined to be commanded by the Emperor in person, and were 
divided into seven corps, under Bernadotte, Davoust, Ney, Soult, 
Lannes, Augereau, Marmont, and the cavalry under Murat. Massena 
occupied’ the north of Italy with fifty thousand men, and Gouvion St. Cyr 
the kingdom of Naples, with five-and-twenty thousand. 
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The “ army of England ” now received the name of the “ grand a: run ” 
the camp was broken np, and the different divisions were immediately 
m full march, towards the Rhine Duroc was at the same time sent to 
Berlin to negociate the continued neutrality of Prussia 

The Emperor returned to Pans without delay, and there laid before 
the senate the state of the army, and announced the commencement of 
hostilities The senate immediately voted a levy of eighty thousand 
conscripts from the class of 1806, and the organisation of the national 
guards for active service The mission of Duroc, at the same time, 
proved successful The Bang of Prussia maintained an army of a him 
dred thousand men to preserve his neutrality, but the continuance of 
this neutrality depended on the events of the war 

On the of September, the Emperor quitted Pans, accompanied 
as far as Strisburg by Josephine Here they separated The Emperor 
put himself at the head of lus army*, and ciossed the ftlune on the 
1st of October He was immediately joined by the electors of Baden 
and Bavaria, who placed their forces at lus disposal ; and soon afterwards, 
(through a timely and courteous negociation) by the Duke of Wurtem- 
berg, the husband of the Princess Royal of England Napoleon slept 
two nights m their palace, and it was on this occasion that the duchess 
wrote home in terms of surpnse at finding “ Bonaparte so polite and 
agreeable a person * Those, m this country, who remember the hideous 
monstrosity which their imaginations conceived of lnm, will understand 
the Duchess of Wurtemherg’s “ surprise ” We may here remark, that 
with the children m England, the frightful idea of “ Boncy " was instilled 
at til© tenderest age, and many a little child has had its rest broken by 
night, and has trembled to be left alone in the day, from the dread in* 
spired by the deformed images of the “ Corsican Monster,” as represented 
m toys and picture-books, and by the graphic wisdom of nurses and 
grandmammas With the elder youths, and with the great mass of the 
uneducated, the caricatures in the shop windows produced an effect, cor- 
responding with the monstrous and ridiculous figure they invented, and 
the extreme cleverness of their execution 

The Emperor now began a senes of grand manoeuvres, and partial 
actions, requiring consummate skill, with a view to the destruction of 
the great Austrian army under General Mack The precipitation with 
which the Austnans had opened the campaign, deceived, perhaps, by 
the apparent intention of Napoleon to attempt the invasion of England, 
enabled lnm to operate against them before the possibility of the junc- 
tion of the Russian army, now marching towards Germany under the 
Emperor Alexander in person Napoleon entirely succeeded in Ins 
first attempt, wlucli w;rs to deceive Mack as to the point at which he 
meant to enter Germany Supposing that the ndv ance of the E ronch w as 
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to be made by tbe defiles of tlie Black Forest, the Austrian general left 
Bavaria behind him; and approaching the frontiers of France, fortified 
himself with great care in Ulm, Memingen, and behind the fine of the 
Illerand Danube. While Mack thus expected the attack upon his front, 
Napoleon passed all the divisions of the French army across the Rhine 
to the north of his position, and turning his flank, entirely occupied 
Bavaria, and placed himself between the Austrian army and Vienna. 
Continuing his operations, he surrounded that army with a complete 
circle of French troops. 

In order to accomplish this masterly series of movements, Napoleon 
was obliged to violate the neutrality of Prussia, by passing Bernadotte’s 
division over a part of its territory. He well knew and weighed the 
danger, but decided that it must be encountered; rightly judging, that 
although he should irritate the king to a high pitch by such an act, yet 
if he succeeded in the object of the war, the offence must be forgiven ; 
and if he failed, the king would not want some other pretext to quarrel 
with him. The directions given to Bernadotte are characteristic: — 
“ Avoid delay : make many protestations in favour of Prussia ; shew as 
much attachment and respect for the country as possible ; then march 
across the territory with rapidity, alleging the impossibility of doing 
otherwise ; for indeed that impossibility is real.” All these precau- 
tions did not succeed in preventing the King of Prussia from making 
loud and bitter complaints; and the Russians were, in consequence, 
permitted to march across his dominions; nevertheless, the object which 
Napoleon had in view by the movement was effected. 

No sooner did Mack perceive the situation in which he was placed, 
than he made several desperate attempts to break the circle of his foes, 
but was repulsed with great loss at every point; several actions, which 
would have obtained in former times the names of great battles, were 
fought in this manner. Among these may be mentioned the occasion 
when four thousand Austrians laid down their arms, at Jungingen, to 
General Dupont; and Memingen, a small town, to the south of Ulm, 
with a garrison of six thousand, capitulated to Marshal Soult. The 
circle now closed in, more and more nearly. The Archduke Ferdi- 
nand, who had remained with General Mack, now desperately cut his 
way, with six thousand cavalry, through tbe French line, and escaped to 
Egra, in Bohemia. By the 13th of October, Ulm was closely invested: 
the French army had already made twenty thousand prisoners, and saw 
the remainder of the great Austrian army at their mercy. 

On that day, Napoleon (who expected that Mack would rouse himself 
until one last effort to avoid a surrender) made an exciting address to the 
troops, on the bridge of the Lech, amid the most intense cold, the ground 
being covered with snow, and the troops sunk to the knees in mud. 


He warned them to expect a great battle, and explained to them the 
desperate condition of the enemy. He was answered with acclamations, 
and repeated shouts of “ Vive 1* Empereur.” In listening to his exciting 
words, the soldiers forgot their fatigues and privations, and were impa- 
tient to rush into the fight. 

Bernadotte entered Munich on the 14th of October, taking eight 
hundred prisoners. On the same day. Marshal Ncy forced the strong 
position of Elclringcn, taking three thousand prisoners and many pieces 
of cannon; and the Emperor’s head-quarters were fixed there, in the 
evening. The French soldiers were in a state of great excitement from 
these rapid successes, and were with difficulty restrained. 

From the height of the Abbey of Elchingen, Napoleon now beheld 
the city of Ulm at his feet, commanded on every side by his cannon ; hr* 
victorious troops ready for the assault, and the great Austrian army 
cooped up within the walls. He expected a desperate wily, ami pre- 
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pared tire soldiers for a general ^ ^ ^upfclmLniml 
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A scene of horrible carnage and the jiroJmhk dcstnwl««J >' <»' 1 ’ ■ 
would have been the consequence* of his acting iliiU-mitly : bn,* •'>'» 
l,e would have called “ unnecessary evils," and tWforc <ni,»„.il in ln- 
eyes. The weather continued dreadful ; .he ran, fell mcessnutly. mu the 
soldiers were often up to their knees in mud. 1 he hn.peror .... y kept 
his feet out of the water in his bivouac, by menus el n pl.iuk. IU was 
in this situation when Prince Maurice Lichtenstein was hr, mg it before 
him, with a flag of truce from General Mach. T he looks of the pnitee 
evidently shewed that he did not expect to have found the hmneror 
there in person ; otherwise it is probable he would not have brought surli 
a proposition as that which he delivered, lie eame eomiiiMnue.l M 
treat for the evacuation of Uhn, with permission for the Austrian army 
to return to Vienna. The Emperor could not help smiling ns hr listened 
to him. “ I have not forgotten Marengo," he replied ; “ l Miflrtvd 
M. de Melas to go, and in two months Moreau had to fight his troops, 
in spite of the most solemn promises to conclude peace. You will hr 
forced to surrender, for want of provisions, in eight days. The 
have scarcely reached Bohemia. There is the capitulation of voitr 
general at Memingen, his whole garrison becoming prisoners of war: 
carry it to General Mack ; 1 will accept no other conditions." The same 
evening General Mack sent his surrender to the Emperor, and on the 
following morning the capitulation was signed. 

The Trench army was drawn up in order of battle on the heights 
above Him to receive the surrender, according to the conditions, on the 
20th of October. The rain had ceased, and the day was bright and dear. 
The gates of the city opened: the Austrian army, to the number of 
thirty-six thousand men, led by sixteen generals, besides General Mack, 
the commander-in-chief, advanced in silence. They slowly filed oil; and 
corps by corps, laid down their arms’in an appointed place, and then re- 
tired to the rear of the French army; while the Austrian generals, one 
by one, collected on a little bill where the Emperor was posted, in front 
of the centre of his army, by the side of a large fire which he had ordered 
to he lighted. He enforced the strictest silence on his troops while this 
ceremony, so painful to their enemies, continued; and instantly ordered 
out of his pr sence one of his own generals, whom his quick ear caught 
repeating some witticism on the occasion, He received the conquered 
genera s with great respect, and addressed many remarks to them : but 
. m auditors were too much cast down to reply, and the conversation was 

t h •° n 1S , 81 *’ ^ tllc: °ffi cer s were allowed to return home, on giving 

word ol honour not to serve against Franco until a general exchange 
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of prisoners should tale place A lunt that this f UO ur would be leiuscd 
if the surrender were delated, had been very opportunely thrown out. 
The men were marched into Trance, and so great was the number of 
prisoners already made m this campaign (amounting it is computed, to 
fifty thousand m all), that the Emperor adopted the plan of distributing 
them throughout the agricultural districts of France, where their work in 
the fields supplied the place of the conscripts required for his army I he 
experiment was found to succeed admirably well, with the docile habits 
of the Germans and the good humour of their French employ ers The 
unfortunate General Mack was accused of treachery by bis government, 
immediately immured in a state dungeon, and would undoubtedly have 
paid for his misfortunes with Ins life, had not Napoleon made his pardon 
one of the stipulations of the treaty which followed shortly It does not 
appear that he was guilty of anything worse than want of skill’ an^ prc 
sence of mind Mack was prisoner of war m France in the year 1799 
A most remarkably accurate opinion of him “was then delivered by 
Napoleon, who allowed him to hie at Pans on parole It is recorded by 
Bourrienne,m detailing the events immediately after the 18th Brumaire — 
“Mach, said the First Consul, “is a man of the lowest mediocrity I 
ever saw in my life , he is full of sell sufficiency and conceit, uni 
believes lumself equal to anything He has no talent I should like to 
see lnm some day opposed to one of our good generals, we should then 
see fine work. He is a boaster, and that is all, lie is really one of the 
most silly men existing, and, besides all that , he is unlucky No doubt 
this correctly pre conceived and characteristically expressed opinion of 
the adversary' he had to cope with, influenced the measures of the 
Emperor m the campaign of Ulm Tins campaign is perhaps uncx 
ample d m the history of warfare, for the greatness of its results, in com 
panson with the smallness of the expense it which they were obtained 
Of the French army, scarcely fifteen hundred men were killed mid 
wounded, while the Austnau army of ninety thousand mui was nearly 
annihilated, all, with the exception of fifteen thousand who escipul, 
being killed, wounded, or prisoners, and having lost, also, two hundred 
pieces of cannon and ninety flags 

Rumours of the approach of the Russians, headed by the Emperor 
Alexander in person, now came fast and frequent The French army 
was put in motion towards the Iser and the Inn, on the 21st of Octo- 
ber, after the publication of a masterly proclamation by the Lmptror 
Napoleon entered Munich, the capital of his ally the Lleclor of Havana, 
on the 2 Uh The city was illuminated on the occasion His army 
crossed the Inn on the 27th, nnd reached the Danube at Lint/, tin 
broken remains of the Austrian army, and the advanced guard of the 
Russians, \auily endeavouring to oppo c its progress. All the brumes 
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had been burned by the Russians. At a review of the dragoons at 
this period^ one of them; named Marente, was presented to the Emperor, 
as having saved the life of Iris captain at the bridge of the Lech, although 
the latter had cashiered him from his rank of subaltern officer only a 
few days before. Napoleon presented him with the eagle of the legion 
of honour. “ I only did my. duty,” answered the dragoon ; tf my captain 
cashiered me for some faults of discipline, hut he knows I have always 




been a good soldier.” At Lintz, the Emperor received intelligence that 
the army of Italy, under Massena, had conquered the Archduke Charle's 
at Caldiero; and, having crossed the Adige, had forced him to retreat 
towards Vienna. Here, also, he received a flag of truce from the 
Emperor of Austria, with proposals for an armistice, hut he would not 
listen to it for a moment; the expedient for gaining time, and permitting 
the junction of the Russians and the archduke, was too evident. The 
imperial family of Austria fled for the second time before the victorious 
advance of Napoleon. The French army safely crossed the Danube, and 
on the 31st of October entered Vienna. The capital of the proudest 
race of sovereigns in Europe, was now in the possession of Napoleon. 

This rapid occupation of Vienna would have been a little retarded 
but for a daring exploit achieved by Lannes and Murat, who contrived 
to prevent the destruction of the bridge of the Thabor. The following 
account is given in the words of Lannes ^"“If. “ I was walking with 
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Murat, on the right bank of the Danube, when we observed on the left 
bank some works going on, the evident object of which was to blow up 
the bridge. Having arranged our plan, we returned to give orders, and 
I entrusted the command of my column of grenadiers to an officer, on 
whose courage and intelligence I could rely. I then returned to the 
bridge, accompanied by Murat and two or three other officers. We 
advanced unconcernedly, and entered into conversation with the com- 
mander of a post in the middle of the bridge. We spoke to Mm about 
an armistice which was to he speedily concluded. While conversing 
with the Austrian officers, we contrived to make them turn their eyes 
towards the left bank, and then, agreeably to the orders we had given, 
my column of grenadiers advanced on the bridge. The Austrian can- 
n oniers on the left bank, seeing their officers in the midst of us, did not 
dare to fire, and my column advanced at a quick pace. Murat and I, 
at the head of it, gained the left bank. All the combustibles prepared 
for blowing up the bridge, were thrown into the river, and my men took 
possession of the batteries erected for the defence of the bridge-head. 
The poor devils of Austrian officers were perfectly astounded when they 
were told they were my prisoners.” How these Austrian officers could 
have suffered themselves to be approached thus “ unconcernedly," while 
engaged in warlike operations, is not very clearly made out. 

Napoleon took up his residence at the imperial palace of Slicenbrann, 
where he received the submission of the authorities of the city. An 
immense quantity of military stores, arms, and ammunition fell into his 
hands ; and Ms triumphant success induced many about him to urge his 
concluding a peace; but lie well knew that the Russians must be de- 
feated, or must come to decisive terms with him, before any peace would 
be observed. Appointing General Clarke governor of Vienna, lie made 
ready, without loss of time, to advance to the encounter with these 
formidable enemies. 

Murat and Lannes had pursued the Austro-Russian army, and driven 
it into Moravia, Ney had made himself master of the Tyrol, effectually 
preventing the junction of the Archduke Charles with tho Russians. 
Augereau had advanced from France with a large reserve, and, occupying 
Swabia, secured the rear of the great French army, while lie at the same 
time vigilantly watched the motions of Prussia. The army of the Arch- 
duke Charles, slowly retreating before Massena, by the passes of the 
Carintliian mountains, readied Hungary, where it was joined by that of 
the Arcluluke John, driven out of the Tyrol. To rally their forces 
round tire standard of the Emperor Alexander, was now the object of 
the Austrian princes; but Napoleon did not give them an opportunity; 
lie had resolved to bring matters to a decision without delay; and ac- 
cordingly left Vienna early in November, and advanced to Znann. 
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Partial actions with the Russians were now of frequent occurrence. In 
one of these, a portion of Marshal Mortier’s division received a severe 
check, and lost three eagles; in the others, the French were generally 
victorious. They had conceived a great contempt for their adversaries 
from the stupidity of their countenances. “ But stupidity,” says Hazlitt, 
“ has its advantages as well as wit. If a man strikes his hand against 
a piece of wood or stone, he will be the sufferer.” The Emperor 
Alexander had reached Wischau by the middle of October with his main 
army. General Kutusoff joined him there, -with the second Russian army 
on the 28 th. 

Napoleon had already determined the site of his field of battle, and 
was rapidly concentrating the different divisions of his army upon Brunn, 
in Moravia. In these manoeuvres, he purposely made a retrograde move- 
ment, which gave an appearance of vaccillation and apprehension to his 
proceedings, and caused the great Russian army to assume the offensive, 
and advance towards the position he had chosen. At the news that they 
were in march, Napoleon brought up all his troops, and formed his line 
of battle on the plain, about two leagues from Brunn. He walked his 
horse over the heights, fci front of his position, often pausing to have the 
distances measured, and frequently desiring the officers around him to 
examine the ground well ; saying, “ you will have a part to act upon it.” 
The right of his army rested on the lake of Menitz ; the left on the foot 
of the mountains. A single small hill, called the Centon, exactly in 
front of General Suchet’s., divwi Vongly fortifi 't^hurteen 

pieces of cannon. ; 
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that you will only have to fight with your eyes, and that we will bring 
you all the flags and cannon of the Russian army, to celebrate the anni- 
versary of your coronation.” 

The following proclamation was issued by Napoleon that night: 

u Soldiers, the Russian army is before us, ready to revenge the Austrian 
army of Ulm. The positions which we occupy are formidable; and, 
whilst they march to turn my right, they will present their flank to me. 
Soldiers, I myself will direct all your battalions; I will keep myself out 
of the range of the fire, if with your accustomed bra'v eiy you carry dis- 
order and confusion into the enemy’s ranks ; but, if victory is uncertain 
for a moment, you wall see your Emperor in the foremost ranks, for to- 
morrow the victory must not he doubtful.” 

Sir Walter Scott justly and finely remarks upon a portion of this 
proclamation; — •“ Napoleon,” says lie, “ promises that lie will keep his 
person out of the reach of the fire ; thus shewing the full confidence that 
the assurance of his personal safety w r ould be considered as great an encou- 
ragement to the troops as the usual protestations of sovereigns and leaders, 
that they will he in the front, and share the dangers of the day. This is, 
perhaps, the strongest proof possible of the complete and confidential 
understanding which subsisted between Napoleon and his soldiers. Yet 
there have not been wanting those who have thrown the imputation of 
cowardice on the victor of a hundred battles, and whose reputation was 
so well established amongst those troops, who must have been the best 
judges, that his attention to the safety of his person was requested by 
them, and granted by him, as a favour to his army.” These kind of 
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some long and narrow defiles formed by ponds ; the left, on the strongly 
fortified position of the Gen ton. The two divisions of Marshal Davoust 
were posted on the extreme right, beyond the ponds, to face the left wing 
of the Russians, which had been extended, as we have said, to a dangerous 
distance from their centre, and intended, as the Emperor perceived, to 
commence the battle with an attempt to turn his right. The Emperor 
himself, with Eerthicr, .Tunot, and the whole of his staff, occupied a 
commanding position, as the reserve of the army, with ten battalions of 
the imperial guard, and ten battalions of grenadiers, commanded by 
Oudinot and Duroc, This reserve was ranged in two lines, in columns, 
by battalions, having in their intervals forty pieces of cannon served by 
the artillery of the guard. With this reserve, equal to turning the fate 
of almost any battle, lie held himself ready to act wherever occasion 
should require. 

As the day dawned, the mist, which had overhung all the dreadful 
show, began slowly to ascend, like a vast curtain, from the broad plain 
below. The sun rose in unclouded and majestic brilliancy ; and, dis- 
sipating all remains of the vapours, disclosed to view the great Russian 
army, commanded by Field Marshal Jvutusoff, to the number of eighty 
thousand men, ranged in six divisions, on the opposite heights of Pratzer. 
The magnificence of the sunrise of this eventful morning, enhanced at 
the time by the previous dense mist, and by the national memories ever 
since, has caused the “sun of Austerlitz” to become proverbial with the 
people of France. The two emperors of Russia and Austria were wit- 
nesses of the fierce contest; being stationed on horseback on the heights 
of Austerlitz. A dead silence prevailed. As the first rays of the sun 
were flung from the horizon, Napoleon appeared in front of his army, 
surrounded by his marshals, and formed every division, both of infantry 
and cavalry, into columns. A brisk fire had just opened on the extreme 
right, -where Davoust had been concealed behind the convent of Raygern ; 
and the Russians began to put themselves in motion to descend from the 
heights. The marshals who surrounded the Emperor importuned him 
to begin. “ How long will it take you,” said he to Soult, “ to crown 
those opposite heights which the Russians are now abandoning ?” “ One 
hour,” answered the marshal. “We will wait yet a quarter of an hour,” 
replied the Emperor. The cannonade increased, denoting that the attack 
had become serious. The extreme of the Russian left had commenced 
its movement to turn the right flank of the French army, but had 
encountered the unexpected resistance of Davoust’s two divisions, with 
whom they were just engaged. Napoleon now dismissed all the marshals 
to their posts, and ordered them to begin. 

The whole of the right and left wings at once moved forward, in 
columns, to the foot of the Russian position. They marched as if to 
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that you Will only have to fight with your eyes, and that we ml/ hnn? 
you all the flags and cannon of the Russian army, to celebrate the anmt 
% ersary of j, our coronation ” 

The following proclamation was issued bj Napoleon that night — 

Soldiers, the Russian army is before us, ready to revenge the Austrian 
army of CJIm The positions which we occupy are formidable, and, 
whilst they march to turn my nght, they will present their flank to me 
Soldiers, I myself will direct all jour battalions, I will keep raj self out 
of the range of the fire, if with jour accustomed bravery you carry dis- 
order and confusion into the enemy s ranks , but, if victory is uncertain 
for a moment, you will see your Emperor in the foremost ranks, for to- 
morrow the victory must not be doubtful 

Sir Walter Scott justly and finely remarks upon a portion of this 
proclamation — “ Napoleon,' says he, “ promises that he will keep Ins 
person out of the reach of the fire , thus shewing the full confidence that 
the assurance of his personal safety would he considered os great an encou 
ragement to the troops as the usual protestations of sovereigns and leaders, 
that thej r will he m the front, and share the dangers of the daj Tins is, 
perhaps, the strongest proof possible of the complete and confidential 
understanding winch subsisted between Napoleon and his soldiers Yet 
there have not been wanting those who have thrown the imputation of 
cowardice on the victor of a hundred battles, and whose reputation was 
so well established amongst those troops, who must have been the best 
judges, that Ins attention to the safetj of his person was requested bj 
them, and granted by him, as a favour to Ins army These kind of 
assertions, however, only shew that, under a certain bias, some people 
wiii say anything 

The Emperor was on the field by one ©clock m the morning, to get 
the army under arms in silence A thick fog, through which the light of 
the torches could not penetrate to the distance of ten paces, enveloped all 
the bivouacs, but he knew the ground as well as the environs of Tans 
His army, amounting in all to about se\ entj thousand men, was arranged 
as follows The two divisions of Marshal Soult, placed on a vastplattau, 
formed the right, the division of united grenadiers, drawn up in line 
behind, constituting the reserve of the nght. The two divisions of 
Marshal Bernadotte, in line with the united grenadiers formed the centre 
of the armj The left wing was composed of the two divisions of Marshal 
Lannes, the infantry of the guard forming the reserve of the left In 
advance of the centre, and between the nght and left wings, was posted 
the whole of the cavalrj, under the command of Murat The divisions 
of hussars and chasseurs were entrusted to Kellermann, the dragoon*, to 
Yalther and Beaumont The cuirassiers and cightj pieces of light nrtillcrj 
formed the reserve of the civaln. The nght of the armj rested on 
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some long and narrow defiles formed by ponds ; the left, on the strongly 
fortified position of the Centon. The two divisions of Marshal Davoust 
were posted on the extreme right, beyond the ponds, to face the left wing 
of the Russians, which had been extended, as we have said, to a dangerous 
distance from their centre, and intended, as the Emperor perceived, to 
commence the battle with an attempt to turn his right. The Emperor 
himself, with Rerthier, Junot, and the whole of his staff, occupied a 
commanding position, as the reserve of the army, with ten battalions of 
the imperial guard, and ten battalions of grenadiers, commanded by 
Oudinot and Duroc. This reserve was ranged in two lines, in columns, 
by battalions, having in their intervals forty pieces of cannon served by 
the artillery of the guard. With this reserve, equal to turning the fate 
of almost any battle, he held himself ready to act wherever occasion 
should require. 

As the day dawned, the mist, which had overhung all the dreadful 
show, began slowly to ascend, like a vast curtain, from the broad plain 
below. The sun rose in unclouded and majestic brilliancy; and, dis- 
sipating all remains of the vapours, disclosed to view the great Russian 
army, commanded by Field Marshal Kutusoff, to the number of eighty 
thousand men, ranged in six divisions, on the opposite heights of Pratzer. 
The magnificence of the sunrise of this eventful morning, enhanced at 
the time by the previous dense mist, and by the national memories ever 
since, has caused the “sun of Austerlitz” to become proverbial with the 
people of France. The two emperors of Russia and Austria were wit- 
nesses of the fierce contest ; being stationed on horseback on the heights 
of Austerlitz. A dead silence prevailed. As the first rays of the sun 
were flung from the horizon, Napoleon appeared in front of his army, 
surrounded by his marshals, and formed every division, both of infantry 
and cavalry, into columns. A brisk fire had just opened on the extreme 
right, where Davoust had been concealed behind the convent of Raygern ; 
and the Russians began to put themselves in motion to descend from the 
heights. The marshals who surrounded the Emperor importuned him 
to begin. “ How long null it take you,” said he to Soult, “ to crown 
those opposite heights which the Russians are now abandoning ?” “ One 

hour,” answered the marshal. “We will wait yet a quarter of an hour,” 
replied the Emperor. The cannonade increased, denoting that the attack 
had become serious. The extreme of the Russian left had commenced 
its movement to turn the right flank of the French army, but had 
encountered the unexpected resistance of Davoust’s two divisions, with 
whom they were just engaged. Napoleon now dismissed all the marshals 
to their posts, and ordered them to begin. 

The whole of the right and left wings at once moved forward, in 
columns, to the foot of the Russian position. They marched as if to 
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that you will only have to fight with your eyes, and that we will bnn* 
you all the flags and cannon of the Russian anny, to celebrate the annt^ 
versary of your coronation 

The following proclamation was issued by Napoleon that night — 
" Soldiers, the Russian army is before us, read} to revenge the Austrian 
army of Ulm The positrons which we occupy are formidable, and, 
whilst they march to turn my nght, they will present their flank to me 
Soldiers, I myself will direct all your battalions, I will keep myself out 
of the range of the fire, if with your accustomed bravery you cany dis- 
order and confusion into the enemy s ranks , but, if victoiy is uncertain 
for a moment, you will see your Emperor in the foremost ranks, for to- 
morrow the victory must not be doubtful 

Sir V alter Scott justly and finely remarks upon a portion of this 
proclamation — “ Napoleon, say s lie, “ promises that he will keep his 
person out of the reach of the fire , thus shewing the full confidence that 
the assurance of his personal safety would be considered as great an encou 
ragement to the troops as the usual protestations of sovereigns and leaders, 
that they will he in the front, and share the dangers of the day This is, 
perhaps, the strongest proof possible of the complete and confidential 
understanding which subsisted between Napoleon and his soldiers Yet 
there have not been wanting those who have thrown the imputation of 
cowardice on the victor of a hundred battles, and whose reputation was 
so well established amongst those troops, who must have been the best 
judges, that his attention to the safety of his person was requested by 
them, and granted by him, as a favour to his army These kind of 
assertions, however, only shew that, under a certain bns, some people 
will say anything 

The Emperor was on the field by one o clock in the morning, to get 
the army under arms in silence A thick fog, through which the light of 
the torches could not penetrate to the distance of ten paces, enveloped all 
the 1m ouacs , but he knew the ground as well as the environs of Pans 
His army, amounting in all to about seventy thousand men, was arranged 
as follows The two divisions of Marshal Soult, placed on a vast plateau, 
formed the nght, the division of united grenadiers, drawn up in line 
behind, constituting the reserve of the nght The two dm * ions of 
Marshal Bernadotte, m line with the united grenadiers, formed the centre 
of the arm} The left wing was composed of the two divisions of Marshal 
Ramies , the infantr} of the guard forming the reserve of the left In 
advance of the centre, and between the nght and left wrings, was ported 
the whole of the cawlry , under the command of Murat The division 
of hussars and chasseurs were entrusted to Kcllermann , the dragoons, to 
Yal ther and Beaumont The cuirassiers and eighty pieces ©flight artillery' 
formed the reserve of the cavalry The nght of the arm} tested on 
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some long and narrow defiles formed by ponds; the left, on the strongly 
fortified position of the Centon. The two divisions of Marshal Davoust 
were posted on the extreme right, beyond the ponds, to face the left wing 
of the Russians, which had been extended, as we have said, to a dangerous 
distance from their centre, and intended, as the Emperor perceived, to 
commence the battle with an attempt to turn his right. The Emperor 
himself, with Berthier, .Tunot, and the whole of his staff', occupied a 
commanding position, as the reserve of the army, with ten battalions of 
the imperial guard, and ten battalions of grenadiers, commanded by 
Oudinot and Duroc. This reserve was ranged in two lines, in columns, 
by battalions, having in their intervals forty pieces of cannon served by 
the artillery of the guard. With this reserve, equal to turning the fate 
of almost any battle, he held himself ready to act wherever occasion 
should require. 

As the day dawned, the mist, which had overhung all the dreadful 
show, began slowly to ascend, like a vast curtain, from the broad plain 
below. The sun rose in unclouded and majestic brilliancy; and, dis- 
sipating all remains of the vapours, disclosed to view the great Russian 
army, commanded by Field Marshal Kutusoff, to the number of eighty 
thousand men, ranged in six divisions, on the opposite heights of Pratzer. 
The magnificence of the sunrise of this eventful morning, enhanced at 
the time by the previous dense mist, and by the national memories ever 
since, has caused the <( sun of Austcrlitz” to become proverbial with the 
people of France. The two emperors of Russia and Austria were wit- 
nesses of the fierce contest ; being stationed on horseback on the heights 
of Austerlitz. A dead silence prevailed. As the first rays of the sun 
were flung from the horizon, Napoleon appeared in front of his army, 
summnded by his marshals, and formed every division, both of infantry 
and cavalry, into columns. A brisk fire had just opened on the extreme 
right, where Davoust had been concealed behind the convent of Raygern ; 
and the Russians began to put themselves in motion to descend from the 
heights. The marshals who surrounded the Emperor importuned him 
to begin. “ How long will it take you,” said lie to Soult, “ to crown 
those opposite heights which the Russians are now abandoning ?” “ One 

hour,” answered the marshal. “We will wait yet a quarter of an hour,” 
replied the Emperor. The cannonade increased, denoting that the attack 
had become serious. The extreme of the Russian left had commenced 
its movement to turn the right flank of the French army, but had 
encountered the unexpected resistance of Davoust’s two divisions, with 
whom they were just engaged. Napoleon now dismissed all the marshals 
to their posts, and ordered them to begin. 

The whole of the right and left wings at once moved forward, in 
columns, to the foot of the Russian position. They marched as if to 
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exercise, halting at times to rectify their distances and directions, wlule 
the words of command of the individual officers were distinctly heard 
The two divisions of Marshal Soult came first within reach of the enemy’s 
fire That division commanded by General Yandamme overthrew the op- 
posing column, and was master of its position and artillery in an instant , 
the other, commanded by General St Hilaire, had to sustain a tremendous 
fire, which lasted for two hours, and brought every one of its battalions 
into action The Emperor now despatched the united grenadiers, and 
one of Marshal Bemadotte’s divisions, to support those of Soult, while 
Lauries had engaged the right of the Russians, and effectually pre- 
vented them from moving to the assistance of their left, winch was 
wholly engaged by the tremendous attach we have described, and entirely 
cut off from their centre The extreme left of the Russians, wluch had 
begun the battle, perceiving the fatal mistake winch had been made, 
attempted to re ascend the Pratzer, but were so desperately pressed 
by D tv oust, that they were compelled to fight where the 5 stood, without 
daring either to advance or retire 

Marshal Soult now ordered his division, under Vandamme, supported 
by one of Bemadotte’s divisions, to make a change of direction by the 
right fianh, for the purpose of turning all the Russian troops which still 
resisted St Hilaire’s division The movement w as completely successful , 
and Soult s two divisions crowned the heights to which the Emperor 
had pointed before the battle began 

lhe right wing of the Russian army was meanwhile sustaining the 
tremendous onset of Lanues with both lus divisions The fight raged in 
that quarter throughout the whole of the operations we have detailed, 
but at this point, Bernadotte’s division being no longer required to sup- 
port those of Soult, the Emperor ordered the centre of the army to 
support the left The Russian right was now entirely broken , the 
desperate and repeated charges of the cavalry completed the rout, ami 
pursued the fugitives, who took the road to Austcrhtz, till nightfall 
Bcmadotte, after pursuing the Russian infantry' a full league, returned 
to his former position, nobody knew why. Had he, on the contrary, 
continued marching another half hour, he would have entirely intercepted 
the retreat, and taken or destroy ed the whole of the Russian right As 
it was, their flight was disastrous and terrible in the extreme they 
were forced into a hollow, where numbers attempted to escape across a 
frozen lake , but the ice proving too weak for them, gave way, and the 
horrible scene which ensued — the crashing of the broken fragments, the 
thundering of the artillery, and the groans and shnehs of wounded and 
drowning men — baffles the imagination 

Marshal Soult, now changing Ins position again by the right fianh, 
descended the heights, having traversed a complete scmi-circlc, and tooh 
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exercise, halting at times to rectify their distances and directions; while 
the words of command of the individual officers were distinctly heard. 
The two divisions of Marshal Soult came first within reach of the enemy's 
fire. That division commanded hy General Vandamme overthrew the op- 
posing column, and was master of its position and*artillery in an instant ; 
the other, commanded by General St. Hilaire, had to sustain a tremendous 
fire, which lasted for two hours, and brought every one of its battalions 
into action. The Emperor now despatched the united grenadiers, and 
one of Marshal Bemadotte’s divisions, to support those of Soult, while 
Xannes had engaged the right of the Russians, and effectually pre- 
vented them from moving to the assistance of their left, which was 
wholly engaged by the tremendous attack we have described, and entirely 
cut off from their centre. The extreme left of the Russians, which had 
begun the battle, perceiving tlie fatal mistake which had been made, 
attempted to re-ascend the Tratzer, but were so desperately pressed 
by Ha roust, that they were compelled to fight where they stood, without 
daring either to advance or retire. 

Marshal Soult now ordered his 'division, under Vandamme, supported 
by one of Bemadotte’s divisions, to make a change of direction hy the 
right flank, for the purpose of turning all the Russian troops which still 
resisted St. Hilaire’s division. The movement was completely successful ; 
and Soult’s two divisions crowned the heights to which the Emperor 
had pointed before the battle began. 

The right wing of the Russian army was meanwhile sustaining the 
tremendous onset of Laimes with both his divisions. The fight raged in 
that quarter throughout the whole of the operations we lime detailed; 
but at this point, Bernadotte’s division being no longer required to sup- 
port tho^e of Soult, the Emperor ordered the centre of the army to 
support the left. The Russian right was now entirely broken; the 
desperate and repeated charges of the cavalry completed the rout, and 
pursued the fugitives, who took the road to Austcrlitz, 611 nightfall. 
Bemadotte, after pursuing the Russian infantry a full league, returned 
to his former position; nobody knew why. Had ho, on the contrary, 
continued marching another half hour, he would have entirely intercepted 
the retreat, and taken or destroyed the whole of the Russian right. As 
it was, their flight was disastrous and terrible rn the extreme ; the} 
were forced into a hollow, where numbers attempted to escape across a 
frozen lake; but the ice proving too weak for them, gave nay, and the 
horrible scene which ensued — the crashing of the broken fragment*, the 
thundering of the artillery, and the groans and shrieks of U minded and 
drowning men— baffles the imagination. 

Marshal Soult, now changing his position again by the right flank, 
descended the heights, having traversed a complete semi-circle, and took 
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tlie Russian extreme left in the rear. The Emperor of Russia, who 
perceived the imminent, danger of his whole army, despatched his fine 
regiment of Russian guards, supported by a strong force of artillery, 
to attack Soult. Their desperate charge broke one of the French regi- 
ments. It was at this crisis that Napoleon brought his reserve into 



action. Bessieres, at the head of the imperial guard, rushed with irre- 
sistible fury into the light. The Russians were entirely broken ; their 
army, surprised in a dank movement, had been cut into as many separate 
masses as there were columns brought up to attack it. They ded in dis- 
order, and the victory of Austerlitz was decided. 

It was with the utmost difficulty that the two emperors of Russia and 
Austria effected their personal escape. The Emperor Alexander lost 
all his artillery, baggage, and standards ; twenty thousand prisoners, and 
upwards of twenty thousand men killed and wounded. In the precipitate 
flight, the wounded were abandoned to their fate. Kutusoff, however, 
with laudable humanity, left placards in the French language on the doors 
of the churches and the barns towards which they had crept, inscribed 
with these- words : — “I recommend these unfortunate men to the gene- 
rosity of the Emperor Napoleon, and the humanity of Ms brave soldiers.” 

z z 
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Napoleon liad followed the movement of General Vandamme’s divi- 
sion in pursuit of the defeated army. He returned in the evening along 
the whole line where the battle had been fought. He ordered silence, 
that he might hear the cries of the wounded; went himself to every 
sufferer that could be discovered ; alighted and ordered a glass of brand) 
to he administered from the canteen which followed him, and a large fire 
to he made near the spot. He remained v ery late on the field, engaged 
in this manner, while his escort, by Ms directions, took the cloaks from 
the dead to cover the living ; and did not finally retire until he had ghen 
them all in charge to a muster-master, assisted by a picket of his own 
guard, who were ordered not to leave them till they were all placed in the 
hospital. The wounded men loaded Mm with blessings, as he bestowed 
these cares upon them. As for the miserable Russian fugitives left 
perishing on the roads, and in the frozen waters, of the strange country 
to which their Emperor had conducted them, victims in the cause of 
legitimacy, their cries were heard from the midst of lakes and morasses, 
where no human aid could reach them ; and it was three daj s before all 
that could be collected were brought into the Hospital of Brunn. The 
loss sustained by the French army in killed and wounded amounted, 
according to the official bulletin, onty to two thousand five hundred, 
and no account magnifies it beyond five thousand. 



The following daj. Prince John of Lichtenstein waited on Napoleon 
at his head -quarters, which were established in a barn. He lnd a long 
audience of him, and obtained his assent to a meeting with the Emperor 
of Austria on the following day: the pursuit notwithstanding continued. 
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On the 4th of December, the Emperor Napoleon, accompanied by hk 
staff and an escort, repaired to the spot which had been appointed for his 
interview with the Emperor of Austria. It was near a mill, in front o. 
the advanced posts of Bernadotte, about, three leagues from Austerlitz, 
Napoleon, who arrived first, had a large fire lighted ; and, on perceiving 
the approach of the Emperor of Austria in a landau, accompanied also b) 
an escort and several noblemen of his court, advanced courteously to meet 
him. The Emperor of Austria alighted, and, accompanied only by 
Prince John of Lichtenstein, advanced with Napoleon towards the fire, 
the suites of both remaining at a distance. The interview lasted nearly 
two hours, and appeared amicable. “ At any rate,” says Savary, “ the 
parties appeared to be in excellent humour. They laughed” (thirty or 
forty thousand men had been killed, it is true; but they were only 
soldiers and subjects!), “which seemed to us all to be a good omen. 
Accordingly, the sovereigns at length parted with a mutual embrace. 
Each of us ran to his duty ; and, as I approached, I heard the Emperor 
Napoleon say, ‘I agree to it; but your majesty must promise not to 
make war upon me again.’ * No, I promise you I will not,’ replied 
the Emperor of Austria; ' and I will keep my word.’” How he kept 
it, the subsequent history will shew. 
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Napoleon had followed the movement of General Vandamme s din- 
sion in pursuit of the defeated army. He returned in the evening along 
the whole line where the battle had been fought. He ordered silence, 
that he might hear the cries of the wounded; went himself to e\ en 
sufferer that could he discovered ; alighted and ordered a glass of brand) 
to be administered from the canteen which followed him, and a large fire 
to he made near the spot. He remained very late on the field, engaged 
in this manner, while his escort, by his directions, took the cloaks from 
the dead to cover the living ; and did not finally retire until he had given 
them all in charge to a muster-master, assisted by a picket of his own 
guard, who were ordered not to leave them till they were all placed in the 
hospital. The wounded men loaded him with blessings, as he bestow cd 
these cares upon them. As for the miserable Russian fugitives left 
perishing on the roads, and in the frozen waters, of the strange countr) 
to which their Emperor had conducted them, victims in the cause of 
legitimacy, their cries were heard from the midst of lakes and morasses, 
where no human aid could reach them; and it was three days before all 
that could be collected were brought into the hospital of Brunn. The 
loss sustained by the French army in killed and wounded amounted, 
according to the official bulletin, only to two thousand five hundred, 
and no account magnifies it beyond five thousand. 



The following day. Prince John of Lichtenstein waited on Napoleon 
at his head-quarters, which were established in a barn, He had a 
audience of him, and obtained his assent to a meeting with the Empe 
of Austria on the following day: the pursuit notwithstanding continue* . 
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Napoleon had followed the movement of General Vandammes divi- 
sion in pursuit of the defeated army. He returned in the evening- along 
the whole line where the battle had been fought. He ordered silence, 
that he might hear the cries of the wounded; went himself to every 
sufferer that could be discovered ; alighted and ordered a glass of brandy 
to be administered from the canteen which followed him, and a large fire 
to he made near the spot. He remained very late on the field, engaged 
in this manner, while his escort, by his directions, took the cloaks from 
the dead to cover the living ; and did not finally retire until he had given 
them all in charge to a muster-master, assisted by a picket of his ov\n 
guard, who were ordered not to leave them till they were all placed in the 
hospital. The wounded men loaded him with blessings, as he bestowed 
these cares upon them. As for the miserable Russian fugitives left 
perishing on the roads, and in the frozen waters, of the strange country 
to which their Emperor had conducted them, victims in the cause of 
legitimacy, their cries were heard from the midst of lakes and morasses, 
where no human aid could reach them; and it was three days before all 
that could be collected were brought into the hospital of Brunn. The 
loss sustained fay the French army in killed and wounded amounted, 
according to the official bulletin, only to two thousand five hundred, 
and no account magnifies it beyond five thousand. 



The following day, Prince John of Lichtenstein waited on Napoleon 
at his head-quarters, which were established in a bam. He bad a long 
audience of him, and obtained his assent to a meeting with the Emperor 
of Austria on the following day: the pursuit notwithstanding continue* . 
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On the 4*th of December, the Emperor Napoleon, accompanied by bis 
staff and an escort, repaired to the spot which had been appointed for his 
interview with the Emperor of Austria. It was near a mill, in front of 
the advanced posts of Bernadotto, about three leagues from Austcrlitz. 
Napoleon, who arrived first, had a large fire lighted ; and, on perceiving 
the approach of the Emperor of Austria in a landau, accompanied also by 
an escort and several noblemen of his court, advanced courteously to meet 
him. The Emperor of Austria alighted, and, accompanied only by 
Prince John of Lichtenstein, advanced with Napoleon towards the fire, 
the suites of both remaining at a distance. The interview lasted nearly 
two hours, and appeared amicable. “ At any rate,” says Savary, ** the 
parties appeared to be in excellent humour. They laughed” (thirty or 
forty thousand men had been killed, it is true; but they were only 
soldiers and subjects!), “which seemed to us all to be a good omen. 
Accordingly, the sovereigns at length parted with a mutual embrace. 
Each of us ran to his duty ; and, as I approached, I heard the Emperor 
Napoleon say, ‘I agree to it; but your majesty must promise not to 
make war upon me again.’ { No, I promise you I will not,’ replied 
the Emperor of Austria ; * and I will keep my word.’ " How he kept 
il. the subsequent history will shew. 
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